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Northwest Neighborhood

Sidewalk and Street Tree Master Plan

The planting plan for the canopy and understory trees respects existing trees and takes
into consideration the presence of overhead powerlines. Canopy trees are preferred
whenever possible but when powerlines are present, understory trees are utilized to
provide a level of pedestrian comfort and aesthetic for the neighborhood. We have broken
the area up into a North section and a South Section. Enlargements of those areas are
shown on the following pages.

NORTH AREA

The plan to the right reflects areas within the NW Neighborhood where new sidewalks
and street trees have been identified. Specifically, the master plan completes gaps in the
existing sidewalk network, suggests where sidewalks should be added to existing streets
and addresses the planting of canopy and understory trees to improve pedestrian comfort
and the character of the streetscape.
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North Area
The following pages illustrate the proposed framework for
street tree plantings and sidewalks to enhance the walkability
and pedestrian comfort of the Northwest Neighborhood.
These plans are diagrammatic in nature and will need to
be refined prior to construction. The goal is to have as
many shade trees as possible, however where overhead
power lines are present understory trees are utilized. All
neighborhood streets will have a sidewalk on at least one
side of the street; key connectors will, to the extent possible,
have sidewalks on both sides.
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South Area
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T ypical Block Treatment
R.O.W.
Underground
Utility

5’ Minimum Separation Between Canopy
Tree and Underground Utilities. If not
available utilize root barrier or install
understory tree.

Curb Treatment 2

The exhibit on this page reflects the implementation of sidewalks and street trees along a typical
neighborhood block. Reflected are the following features:
✓ 5’ sidewalk along the edge of the ROW providing a tree lawn. The sidewalk should be 4” thick
standard gray.
✓ New sidewalks are installed across existing driveways to clearly define the pedestrian path.
Cross slopes of sidewalks at drives should not exceed 2%. New driveway aprons may need to be
constructed.
✓ There are two different curb treatments illustrated at intersections
♦ Curb Treatment No. 1 – Intersecting or single sidewalks come to the center of the intersecting
street curb and provides one curb cut. This option should be used if there are obstructions such
as power poles, inlets or utilities.
♦ Curb Treatment No. 2 (preferred) – The intersection of two sidewalks allows each to continue
their alignment along the ROW edge.
♦ All intersection treatments should include accessible ramps and tactile
warning per FDOT specifications.

Sidewalk Across
Driveways

Streetlight
30’ Minimum between
intersecting street and first
tree. See Intersection Clear
Zone Detail

Curb Treatment 1

✓ Street trees are located in the tree lawn at least 5’ from underground utilities. If a 5’ separation
is not possible, install a root barrier for a length of 8’ between the tree and the underground
utility. In constrained tree lawns (less than 5’) understory trees may be used or canopy trees
may be placed outside of the ROW on the adjacent property. The property owner and/or the
resident should be consulted first.
✓ Street trees are installed as follows:
♦ Canopy – 50’ OC
♦ Understory – 30’ OC
✓ City sight-line standards are modified to 30’ triangles on neighborhood streets. Currently, the
design code specifies FDOT sight-line standards.
✓ Placement of trees should take into consideration the location of existing and proposed
streetlights. Streetlights should be centered between canopy trees and streetlights should be
triangular spread.
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Redevelopment Streets
1

NEW STREET
CONSTRUCTION
YIELD STREET TYPICAL

This typical section addresses neighborhood streets which
may be constructed as part of redevelopment projects.
This street will require a 52’ right-of-way and will have 24’
of pavement (28’ between curb faces) which is known as
a “Yield” street. This street accommodates parking on
either side of the street. In instances where parked cars
are present, approaching cars will yield to one another.
The section will also include:
✓
✓
✓
✓

Non-mountable Curb
5’ Sidewalk
7’ Tree Lawn
Underground Utilities Placed at Least 5’ from
Tree Planting Areas

Canopy Trees
50’ O.C.

R.O.W.
Underground Utilities
Placed < or = 5’
From Trees

R.O.W.

5’ Sidewalks

5’
7’

2’
24’
52’

7’ Tree Planting
Strip

2’
7’
5’
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Sections
2

CANOPY + UNDERSTORY TREE
PLANTING URBAN CONDITION

In the urban condition of Lincoln Avenue street trees would be placed in expanded
tree pits. The existing 3x3 tree wells will be replaced with 5x5 tree wells with structural
soil or soil cell provide a healthy environment for the growth of the trees and to reduce
damage to sidewalks from tree roots. Tree grates can be installed in order to maximize
the pedestrian space. On the north side of Lincoln where parallel parking exists,
sidewalk tree wells can be eliminated and landscaped bulb outs can be interspersed
(every 2 spaces) with on-street parking to accommodate larger planting areas and
increased sidewalk width as depicted in the Lake Wales Connected Plan.

Sidewalk (Width Varies)

Canopy and Understory Trees
with Structural Soil or Soil Cell
R.O.W.
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Parallel Parking

Source: Lake Wales Connected
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Tree or Paver Grates with
Irrigation
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Sections
3

CANOPY + UNDERSTORY
TREE PLANTING
IN R.O.W.

4

As illustrated on page 6, this section addresses
a typical streetscape with a 5’ sidewalk and
a tree lawn with canopy or understory trees
based upon available space and conflicts
with underground utilities.

Where overhead powerlines are present,
understory trees will be installed at a
typical spacing of 30’ OC.

Existing/Proposed Sidewalk

R.O.W.

UNDERSTORY TREE PLANTING
EXISTING OVERHEAD
POWERLINES

Understory Trees (30’ O.C.)

Canopy Trees (50’ O.C.) +
Understory Trees (30’ O.C.)
5’ Sidewalk

Tree Lawn; 7’ Preferred; 5’
Minimum for Shade Trees; 4’
Minimum for Understory Trees

Underground Utility
Requires a 5’ Offset for
Canopy Trees

Understory Trees Where Overhead
Utilities Are Present
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Sections
5

CANOPY + UNDERSTORY
TREE PLANTING
OUTSIDE OF R.O.W.

6

CANOPY + UNDERSTORY
CLEAR SIGHT-LINE
DIAGRAM

This section illustrates the placement of street trees outside of the ROW when a sidewalk is
present at the curb and no space remains within the ROW. When planting on private property,
the owner and/or resident should be contacted, and the location of the tree discussed. The
City will be responsible for watering the tree with a Treegator or similar product over a 6-month
period for establishment.

Canopy and Understory Tree
Planting Outside of ROW
Coordinated + In Partnership
with Property Owner

30’

Canopy Trees (50’ O.C.) +
Understory Trees (30’ O.C.)

3’ Minimum
Setback from
Sidewalk

30’

R.O.W.

Sidewalk
Adjacent to Curb
Prevents Planting
of Trees in R.O.W.
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SHADE TREES

Plant Palette

Winged Elm
Ulmus alata

Standard Crape Myrtle

Dahoon Holly
Ilex cassine

Southern Magnolia
Magnolia grandiflora

Bald Cypress
Taxodium distichum

Sweet Gum
Liquidambar styraciflua

UNDERSTORY
TREES

Live Oak
Quercus virginiana

Lagerstroemia indica x fauriei

‘Natchez’ or ‘Muskogee’

Cherry Laurel
Prunus laurocerasus

Standard Japanese Blueberry
Elaeocarpus decipiens
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Implementation of the Northwest Neighborhood Pedestrian and Street Tree improvements
can be achieved in three individual approaches.
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1. Priority Projects - The City will begin it’s network of improvements beginning at the terminus of N 1st Street. This location is the north end of
the City’s new complete street streetscape effort and will expand to the surrounding streets from the Dr JA Wiltshire Avenue where an existing
DORSETT AVE
sidewalk is present along much of the street. From there, the pedestrian improvements will extend north and
south and then east and west as
the pedestrian network grows (see inset map for “Priority Shade Tree Streets” from Lake Wales Connected).
HINGTON AVE2. Street trees and sidewalks should be constructed along with other infrastructure improvement projects in order to improve the pedestrian
environment. These projects may include utilities, drainage and street re-pavement.
SEABOARD AVE
3. New construction or redevelopment projects in the neighborhood will be required to provide new streets, trees and sidewalks as shown
COLN AVE
previously in this document. The utilities for these projects will be placed in such a manner to allow canopy trees to be installed in the tree lawn.
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How to Move Forward
1. The City will conduct neighborhood meetings to inform the residents of the master plan and identify the planned upcoming
improvements. This effort should be repeated prior to each new construction effort.
2. Survey the area if necessary.
3. Locate the utilities in the ROW to determine where canopy and understory trees will be installed.
4. Develop a planting plan.
5. Develop a maintenance plan and commit resources for regular watering.
6. Field stake the tree locations.
7. Meet with property owners and/or residents to review the planting plan, the maintenance plan and the staked tree locations.
8. Construct the sidewalk and/or install the street trees.
9. Maintain the trees for 6 months.
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YEAR 1
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NORTH AREA
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YEAR 2
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YEAR 3
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YEAR 4
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