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Membar# Assignment

4319 /FULCHER, ERNEST BCI, Major Crimes, Homicide Unit B
Enlered By Assignment RMS Transfer Prop Trans Stat

4319 BCI, Major Crimes, Homicide Unit B Successful |Successful
Approving Officer Approval Date Approval Tima

6226 03/25/2021 11:33:07
# Offenses | Offense Description Attemnpled
1 0 Information/Non-Crim

Link Involvement | Invl No Name Race | Sex
OTH | OTH ol CORDERO, CERISTOPHER H | M
DOB

11/22/1983
Link Involvament | Invl No Name Race | Sex
OTH OTH 2 BLACK,DAVID W | M
DOB

04/08/1997
Link Invalvement | Invi No Name Race | Sex
OTH OTH 3 WORLEY, TRAVIS W | M
DoB
Link Involvemenl | Invl No Name Race | Sex
WIT | WIT 1 ko= e H|M
DOB
Link Involvernent | Invi No Name Race | Sex
OTH OTH 4 HI|F
DOB

04/06/1958
Link Invalvernent | Invi No Name Race | Sex
OTH | OTH 5 HI|F
DOB

04/28/1984
Link Involvernant | Invl No Namea Race | Sex
WIT | WIT 2 PATEL, ANKIT W | M
DoB

03/05/1984

Fersc ylik

Invi Invl No Type Name - MNI

OTH |1 P CORDERO, CHRISTOFPHER 10535130
Race Sax DOB
H M 11/22/1983

Invl Invl No Type Name MNI

OTH | 2 P BLACK,DAVID 10415788
Race Sex DOB
w M 04/08/1997
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Ferso mima
Invl Invl No Type Name MHI
OTH |3 P WORLEY, TRAVIS 10620431
Race Sax DOB
W M
Invl Invl Mo Type Name MHNI
OTH | 4 P G e T 10139377
Race Sex DOB
H F 04/06/1958
Invl Invl No Type Name MNI
OTH |5 P m 10566632
Race Sex DOB
H F 04/28/1984
Invl Invl No Type Name MNI
WIT (1 P aEsSEeSE S 11081919
Race Sex DOB
H M _
Invi Invi No Type Name MNI
WIT |2 P PATEL, ANKIT 11600565
Race DOB
03/05/1984

EVD
Description
Article: Radio, TV, Sound, and Video Game Devices CDISC recorded

interviews,videos, transcripts pictures

See Narrative
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POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Other (Person) 1: CORDERO,CHRISTOPHER

Involvement Invl No Type

Other (Perscn) 1 Person

Name MNI
CORDERO, CHRISTOPHER 10535130

Race Sex DOB Age Juvenlle? | Height Weight Hair Color | Eye Calor
Hispanic/Mexican/Latin Male |11/22/1883 |37 No |6701" |240# |Brown |Brown
PRN SIGNED

1952820 | Yes

Type Address

Home | 1518 SCENIC HWY N #1

City Slale ZIP Cade Date

Lake Wales Florida |33853 02/13/2021

Type 1D Mo oLs

Driver License g Florida

Type 1D No

State Criminal Identification Number (SID) -
Type ID Ne

Social Security Number XXX -XX-XXXX
Phone Type | Phone No Date
Cell |(321)8895-6086 02/18/2021

Other (Person) 2: BLACK,DAVID

Involvement Invl No Type

Other (Person) 2 Person

Name MNI Race Sex
BLACK,DAVID 10415788 |White |Male
DOB Age Juvenila? | Helght Weight Halr Galor Eye Color [ PRN SIGNED

04/08/1997 23 No |5710" |170# |Brown |Blue |1952821 | Yes

Type Address

Additional |133 TILLMAN AVE E

Clty State ZIF Code Dalte

Lake Wales Florida |33853 02/18/2021

Type 1D Na oLs

State ID Card |L308 Not Entered

Type ID Mo oLs

State ID Card [L400 Florida

Type 1D No oLS

Driver License I_ Florida

Type ID No

Social Security Number XXX -XX-XXXX

Other (Person) 3: WORLEY, TRAVIS

Invalvamant Invl No Type

Other (Person) 3 Person

Name MNI Race Sex
WORLEY, TRAVIS 10620431 |wWhite |Male
PRN SIGNED

18952822 | Yes

Type Address

Work/Business |133 TILLMAN AVE E

Clty State ZIP Gode Date

Lake Wales Florida |33853 02/18/2021

Typa 10 No oLs

State ID Card |L388B Not Entered

Phone Type Phone No Dale

Business | (863)678-4223

02/18/2021
Other (Person) 4. '

Involvemant Invl No Type
Other (Person) 4 Person
Nama MNI
SRS LOL393 77
Race Sex pos - Age Juvenile? | Height Weight Hair Color Eye Color

Hispanic/Mexican/Latin Female | 62 No |5705%" [200# |Black |Black
FPRN SIGNED
1952823 Yes

Report Officar Printed At
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Type Address

Home

City Stale ZIP Code Dale

Lake Wales Florida [33853 02/18/2021
Type oLs
Driver License Florida

Type

Social Security Number

Other (Person) 5: »

ID No

XXX-XX-XXXX

Involvemnent Invl No
Other (Person) Person
Name MNI
10566632
Race Sex DOB Age Juvenlle? | Height Waeight Hair Color Eye Color
Hispanic/Mexican/Latin remale |\ (36 No |5‘06" |110%# |Brown |Brown
PRN SIGNED
1952824 | Yes
Type Addrass
Home
City Slale ZIP Code Dale
Lake Wales Florida |33853 02/18/2021
Type 1D No
DNA on file |DNA TAKEN
Type ID No
Index Number |[213515
Type 1D No oLs
Driver License h Florida
Type ID No

State Criminal Identification Number (SID)

Type

Social Security Number

1D No

XXX -XX-XXXX

Phene Type | Phone No
Cell

Invelvement Invl No

Type

Dale

02/18/2021

Witness 2: PATEL,A

Witness |1 Person
MRNI| Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile? | Height Waight Halr Color
11081919 |Hispanic/Mexican/Latin Male Yes |5703% |100# |Black
Eye Color PRN SIGNED
Brown |1952825 | Yes
Type Address
Home
City State ZIP Code Date
Lake Wales Florida |33853 02/18/2021
Type ID No
Student ID Card ‘il
Phone Type | Fhone No Date
Cell 02/18/2021

Involvement Invi No Type

Witness |2 Person |PATEL,ANKIT

MHNI Race Sex DoB Age Juvenile? | PRN SIGNED
11600565 |White |Male |03/05/198B4 (36 No 1952826 | Yes
Type Address

Work/Business |410 11TH ST S

City State ZIP Code Dale

Lake Wales Florida |[33853 02/18/2021

Phone Type Phone No Date

Business | (B63)679-6B76 02/18/2021

Repoart Dfficer Printed At
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g AT b
iProperty

Prop # lnvaemu[

He A
Invl Date

1 |Evidence [02/1B/2021

Description v

recorded interviews,videos, tramscripts pictures A

Cat Arlicle Recv Dale Rov Time

Radio, TV, Sound, and Video Game Devices CD Disgk |[03/01/2021 |13:00

Recy Value Initial Dispo Entered Date Entered Time | RMS Transfer Control

$0.00 Other 03/22/2021 19:52 |Successful [4319 0322211859
Link Invelvernent | Invl No Nama Race | Sex
OTH OTH L CORDERO, CHRISTOPHER H | M
DoB

11/22/1983

Link Involvement | Invl Ne Name Race | Sex
OTH OTH 2 BLACK, DAVID W | M
DOB

04/08/19387

Link Invalvernent | Invl No Name Race | Sex
OTH OTH 3 WORLEY, TRAVIS W M

Doe

Link Involvernent | Invl No Name Race | Sex
OTH WIT 1 H|M

DOB

Link Involvement | Invi No Name . Race | Sex
OTH | OTH |4 _ H|F

DOB

04/06/1958

Link Involvernent | Invl No N Race | Sex
ors | o |5 ——— AE
DOB

04/28/1984

Link Invalvement | Invl No Name Race | Sex
OTH WIT 2 PATEL, ANKIT W | M

0OB
03/05/1984

Modus Operandi = ||

Crime Coda(s)

Information

Scene:
The scene is the roadway and right of way located at East Polk Avenue, west of South 3rd Street, Lake Wales,
Florida 33853.

Investigation:

On 02/18/21, | was assigned this case for follow-up investigation. | learned the investigation involved two Lake
Wales Police Department Officers; David Black and Travis Worley. | learned that on 02/05/21, Officer Black
conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle driven by Christopher Cordero, Officer Worley responded to the traffic stop
as backup and during the traffic stop, Cordero was arrested. Cordero later made a complaint to the Lake Wales
Police Department, alleging he was battered by Officer Black and Officer Worley. | also learned that Cordero
made a complaint with the State Attorney's Office and he provided them with a video recording of the incident. |
learned that Officer Black had resigned as a police officer from Lake Wales Police Department a few days after
the incident.

After receiving the above limited information, | responded to the State Attorney's Office. | met with State Attorney's
Office investigators, Hank Smith and Chris Shea. Hank Smith and Chris Shea said Cordero first called to make a
complaint against Lake Wales Police Department on 02/09/21, and he said he had a video of the incident where
he was battered by police officers. Hank Smith and Chris Shea said they responded to Cordero’s residence and
Cordero provided them with a video from a Ring camera. Hank Smith and Chris Shea said they audio recorded
their conversation with Cordero, when they made contact with him. Hank Smith provided me with an audio
recording of their interaction with Cordero and a video that Cordero provided them.

Report Officer Printed At :
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| reviewed the recorded interview of Cordero, completed by Hank Smith and Chris Shea from the State Attorney’s
Office. During this interview, Cordero said he was driving in Lake Wales, when he noticed a police officer following
him. Cordero said he pulled over and exited his vehicle to ask why the officer was following him. Cordero said the
officer then turned on his overhead lights when he exited his vehicle. Cordero said that after standing outside his
vehicle for about "59 seconds", the officer told him to get back in his vehicle, so he went to get back in and the
officer ordered him to stand at the back of his vehicle (Cordero’s), with his hands on the trunk. Cordero explained
that his back was to the officer, with his hands on his trunk. Cordero went on to say that while he was facing away
from the officer, the officer "sucker punched" him in the side of the face, causing him to lose a tooth, Cordero said
the officer then forced him to the ground and he struck him in the head with his elbow. Cordero added that another
officer (Officer Worley) arrived and kicked him in the head, while he was on the ground. Cordero said the officers
"beat" him up while he was handcuffed on the ground.

(For complete details refer to audio recording/transcripts.)
On 02/18/21, at approximately 1450 hours:

| responded to Lake Wales Police Department to obtain completed reports and any audio/video recording
involving the case. While at Lake Wales Police Department, | obtained the offense reports documenting the traffic
stop and a Ring video recording, which was the same video | received from Investigator Hank Smith at the State
Attorney's Office. | also learned Lake Wales Police Lt. Griffin Crosby had already conducted a recorded interview
with Cordero on 02/16/21, regarding the complaint he had, and the transcript of the interview was included with
the reports | obtained. | was also advised that during Lt. Crosby's interview, Cordero also recorded it with his
cellular phone. The recording was posted on YouTube and Lake Wales Police had a copy of Cordero’s recording,
which they provided to me. | learned the recording made by Cordero was taken off of YouTube by Cordero.

After leaving Lake Wales Police Department, | reviewed the offense reports (Lake Wales Police Department case
number 21-248). And learned the following: !

| reviewed Black's report and according to him, he observed Cordero driving a tan Saturn vehicle with a Florida
tag of N54-5KY and he was not wearing a seatbelt. Black got behind Cordero and Cordero ran a stop sign at 3rd
Street and Polk Avenue. Before Black could turn on his emergency lights to conduct the traffic stop, Cordero's
vehicle stopped abruptly and Cordero exited his vehicle and started to charge towards his patrol vehicle with his
fists clinched. Black then activated his emergency lights and called for backup. Black reported that Cordero
continued to charge towards him with closed fists, Black reported he was in fear of being attacked, so he pulled
out his Taser and pointed at Cordero, ordering him to stop. Cordero then stopped charging Black, so he holstered
his Taser and ordered Cordero to give him his name and sit on the curb. Black reported that Cordero refused and
said he did not have to give him his name. Cordero then walked to the back of the Saturn, still refusing to identify
himself. Black told Cordero he would be placed under arrest if he did not identify himself, but he still refused.
Black reported that he told Cordero to place his hands behind his back and he was under arrest. Black reported
that Cordero refused to turn around and he kept his arms at his chest. Black reported he then grabbed Cordero’s
right arm and he pulled away. Black then escorted Cordero to the ground in an attempt to take him into custody.
Black reported that Officer Worley arrived at the scene and assisted restraining Cordero. Black indicated that
Cordero was reaching towards his waistband and he could not get his hands from underneath him. Black reported
he was in fear that Cordero might be reaching for a weapon, so he delivered one elbow strike to the left side of
his head. After the elbow strike, Cordero stopped resisting and he was placed into handcuffs. In Blacks report, he
explained that he was attempting to deliver a bronchial stun strike to Cordero to get him to remove one of his
hands from his waist band area, but because he was off balance, he struck him in the head with his elbow,
unintentionally. Once Cordero was in custody, he said his head hurt and claimed Black knocked out one of his
teeth. Black transported Cordero to Advent Health in Lake Wales to get medically cleared to be transported to the
jail. Black reported that while Cordero was in custody at Advent Health, Cordero said “I'm gonna fuck you up when
| get these handcuffs off. You don't know who you are fucking with. I'm coming for you". Cordero was ultimately
arrested for Resisting without Violence, Assault on a Law Enforcement Officer, and Threat of Death to a Law
Enforcement Officer.
(For complete details, refer to Black's attached report.)

Rapori Officer . Printed At
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| then reviewed the report completed by Officer Worley and learned the following:

Officer Worley reported he responded to the traffic stop to backup Black. When Worley arrived he observed
Cordero yelling at Black. Officer Worley heard Black ask for Cordero's driver's license and he heard Cordero
refusing. Officer Worley then observed Black reach for Cordero's wrist and Cordero pulled away. At that time,
Officer Worley assisted Black in escorting Cordero to the ground, so he could be placed info custody. Officer
Worley reported that he yelled for Cordero to stop resisting several times and fo give him his hands. Officer
Worley reported that Cordero refused to give him his hands and he moved his hands towards his waistline. Officer
Worley indicated he was in fear that Cordero might be reaching for a weapon.

(For complete details refer to Officer Worley's attached report.)

| reviewed Cordero's medical records from his visit to Advent Health, which was provided to me by Lake Wales
Police Department. According to the records, Cordero complained of tooth pain on the left side. Notes in the
records indicated that Cordero was yelling at the officers and he was very agitated. Dr. Ankit Patel reported
Cordero had no visible injuries and he had a number 14 tooth that was chipped, but it was an older chip. Dr. Patel
noted there was no bleeding in Cordero's mouth. While at Advent Health, Cordero had a CT scan of his head and
facial bones that came back with no abnormalities.

There were also records of Cordero returning to Advent Health on his own on 02/06/21, at approximately 0135
hours, and being discharged on 02/06/21, at 0205 hours. Cordero then went to Advent Health again on 02/06/21,
at approximately 0238 hours, and he was discharged on 02/06/21, at 0424 hours. During these two visits, Cordero
complained of dizziness as a result of being battered by the police earlier in the day. Each time, Cordero was’
discharged with no findings.

(For complete details refer to attached medical records.)

| reviewed a second report completed by Black. In this report, black indicated that on 02/06/21, he recalled the
traffic stop and reviewed video from a residence in the area. Black reported that he believed his perception was
altered, due to the high stress of the incident. Black reported that he realized Cordero did not get as close to him
as he originally thought, while he was tensing up. Black indicated he would be contacting the State Attorney's
Office and request the charge of Assault on a Law Enforcement Officer be dropped.

(For complete details refer to Black's attached report.)

| reviewed a written complaint submitted to Lake Wales Police Department by Cordero. The written complaint was
signed by Cordero and notarized on 02/10/21. Cordero wrote in the written complaint that before he stopped at a
stop sign at "Polk and 3rd Street", Officer Black was following him at a high rate of speed. Cordero stopped his
vehicle to ask Officer Black why he was following him. Cordero exited his vehicle and took a couple of steps
towards Officer Black's vehicle, while asking Officer Black to check his glovebox for his registration and
identification. Officer Black told Cordero to get back in his vehicle, but when he went to open his driver’'s door,
Officer Black told him to go to the back of his vehicle (Cordero’s vehicle). Cordero went to the back of his vehicle
and had his back turned to Officer Black. Cordero put his hands on his trunk and he was "immediately" sucker
punched from behind. When Cordero did not fall, Officer Black put his arms around his waist and tackled him to
the grass near his vehicle. Cordero landed on his stomach and he had his hands in front of his body to brace the
fall. Cordero explained that his arms were under his body and he could not get them out because Officer Black
had his knee on his back. Officer Black restrained Cordero's left hand, but his right hand was still underneath his
body. While Officer Black had his left hand, Officer Black struck him in the head with his elbow, "the back part”.
Cordero explained that Officer Worley then arrived and started kicking him in the ribs with his foot. Officer Worley
also punched Cordero in the head while yelling "stop resisting, take your hands away from your waistline", Officer
Worley then told Officer Black "l think he's got a gun" and Officer Black started "pounding® Cordero's left ear with
his elbow. Cordero was then placed in handcuffs and he became unconscious for a few seconds. Cordero called
Officer Worley a “pussy" and Officer Worley then struck him in the face with either his fist or elbow. Cordero
explained that after he was handcuffed, Officer Worley spat in his face and called him a "spic nigger". Cordero
indicated that he believed he was racially profiled, abused, and mistreated for no reason.

(For complete details refer to attached written complaint.)

Report Officer Printed Al
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| learned Black was severely attacked while on a traffic stop in 2018. | also received the correlating report from
Lake Wales Police Department (case number 2018-1016).

| reviewed the incident report from 2018, where Black was attacked during a traffic stop. The incident occurred on
04/16/18, approximately five and a half months after Black started working for Lake Wales Police Department
(Black started on 10/30/17). According o the report, Black stopped a male riding a bicycle at night with no light.
The male suspect then fled from Black on the bicycle and Black gave chase. The suspect ended up off his bike
and continued to flee Black on foot. Black used his Taser and struck the suspect with the Taser darts. The
suspect fell to the ground, but then got back up. The suspect charged at Black, striking him in the head and
shoulder areas. The suspect ended up on top of Black and he took Black's radio from him, which was destroyed
during the incident. The suspect struck Black several times, with a hard object, while he was on top of him. During
the incident, the suspect bit Black two times and it was reported that Black was losing energy, so he just held
onto the suspect until backup arrived.

It was originally believed that Black sustained a skull and jaw fracture, but once he was transferred to another
hospital, it was determined he sustained a closed head injury. After reviewing the reports in reference to the 2018
incident, it was apparent that Black was involved in a traumatic incident.

| reviewed the Ring video footage that originated from 226 East Polk Avenue, and it does show the traffic stop
from a great distance. The video can be zoomed in, but the quality deteriorates, making it impossible to clearly
see what is occurring. The video shows Cordero stopping quickly while Black is driving behind him. Black
activates his emergency lights before Cordero exits his vehicle. In the video, it appears that Cordero and Black
exit their vehicle at almost the same time. After exiting, Cordero walks a couple feet towards his back door and
then turns back towards his driver's door, Cordero opens the driver's door and then shuts it. Cordero then walks to
the back trunk of his vehicle and is facing Black. After a few moments, Black approaches Cordero and it appears
there is a physical struggle between them as Officer Worley arrives. Black, Officer Worley, and Cordero are then
observed falling to the ground. When Black, Officer Worley, and Cordero fall to the ground, they are on the
passenger's side of Cordero's vehicle and any actions during this time are not captured on the Ring camera.

The video showed the traffic stop occurred at 0936:33. It does show that Cordero exited his vehicle after Black
turned on his emergency lights. At 0937:26, Black approaches Cordero. At 0937:30, Black, Officer Worley, and
Cordero go to the ground. At 0938:02, it appears the video shows the officers standing up, indicating Cordero is
secured in restraints.

| reviewed the transcripts of the interview Lt. Crosby conducted with Cordero at Lake Wales Police Department.

At the onset of the interview, Cordero indicated to Lt. Crosby that he was video recording and it was FaceBook
Live. Lt. Crosby tells Cordero that he could not record FaceBook Live in his office, so Cordero turns the recording
off. Cordero tells Lt. Crosby that he was driving and noticed a police officer was behind him. Cordero said he
pulled his vehicle over before the officer could turn on his lights. Cordero said he got out of his vehicle and the
officer requested him to get back in his vehicle. Cordero said the officer then told him to stand at the back of his
vehicle and turn his back to him. Cordero said the officer then came up behind him and "snatched" him to the
ground, causing injuries to his face and ribs. Cordero said the officer grabbed his ribs and punched him in the
face. Cordero said the officer also elbowed him in the head and punched him a couple of times in the head.
Cordero said he called the officer a "pussy" and the officer came back and punched him again. Cordero clarified
that it was Black that struck him. Cordero added that Officer Worley called him a "spic nigger" and spat in his face.

During the interview, Cordero kept saying he felt like he was being held in the office and Lt. Crosby was trying to
intimidate him. Cordero also said "you're holding me hostage". Cordero abruptly ended the interview and walked
out of the office.

(For complete details refer to attached transcript of the interview.)
On 02/19/21, at approximately 1256 hours:

| responded to the area of South 3rd Street and East Polk Avenue (location of traffic stop).

Raport Officer Printed At
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| observed 213 East Polk Avenue, had a video camera that was pointing to the area of the traffic stop. | made
contact with resident, Steven Campbell, and he said the video system did not work, and it never had. | was unable
to find any other video recording systems in the area.

| had previous information that residents at SEEENGE——m. »0ssibly witnessed the incident. | responded to
SR, - 1 (| made contact with s SETRIS., 1 ( C—
only spoke Spanish, so Lt. Russell from the Polk County Sheriff's Office translated. CENENERED said
she was in the residence when the incident occurred. @il said her grandson, S (0!d her
about the traffic stop, so she went outside to see what was going on. . s 2id once she got outside the
driver of the vehicle was already in custody and she did not see anything occur. NEINEGEGEE said she was
inside and came outside after the incident was over. SlEESSwE said she did not see anything occur.

I then spoke to AR son, AEEERE—— AN s d he observed the traffic stop, and he observed the
officers on the ground with the driver of the vehicle. | then conducted a sworn recorded interview with @il The
following is a summary of the interview:

@ s:id he was inside of his residence when he observed the traffic stop, while looking out his window.
SR s:id he believed the driver (Cordero) exited his vehicle before the officer exited his vehicle ol said he

observed Cordero walk to the trunk area of his vehicle and he was facing the officer (not with his hands on the
trunk facing away). S said he left the window and when he got outside, two of the officers were "wrestling"
with Cordero on the ground el said he did not witness the officers’ strike or kick Cordero.

(For complete details refer to recorded interview/transcripts.)
On 02/19/21, at approximately 1400 hours:

| made telephone contact with Cordero and identified myself. | told Cordero | was investigating the incident
involving the two Lake Wales Police Officers and requested he meet with me to discuss the incident. Cordero said
he had thought about what occurred and did not want to pursue anything. Cordero said he knew the officer was
young and he did not want to interfere with his future. Cordero explained that he had a young child with heart
problems and he had to travel often to Orlando for treatment. During the conversation, Cordero expressed many
times that he did not want to pursue anything. -

On 02/22/21, at approximately 1300 hours:

| conducted a recorded interview with Officer Worley at the Lake Wales Police Department. Officer Worley was
represented by Attorney, Debra Gell, and she was present during the interview. During the interview, his account
of what occurred was consistent with his report he completed after the incident. Officer Worley added that he did
not observe Black punch or kick Cordero. Officer Worley said that when he arrived at the scene, Cordero was
yelling and was refusing to give Black his identification or divulge his identity. Officer Worley denied the
allegations made by Cordero.

(For complete details refer to recorded interview/transcripts.)
On 02/22/21, at approximately 1400 hours:

| conducted recorded post Miranda interview with former Lake Wales Officer Black at his residence. During the
interview, Black’s account of what occurred was consistent with his original report and supplement report he
completed after the incident. In summary, Black stated the following:

Black was conducting traffic enforcement on the morning of 02/05/21, when he observed Cordero driving without
his seatbelt on. Black then observed Cordero run a stop sign, so he decided to conduct a traffic stop. Black got
behind Cordero and before he could call out the traffic stop information or activate his emergency lights, Cordero
swerved to the side of the roadway and locked up his brakes. Cordero exited his vehicle and started walking
towards his vehicle, in what he perceived as an aggressive manner. Black explained that he was in fear that
Cordero was wanting to fight or attack him. Cordero was yelling that he did not have the right to stop him. As
Black exited his vehicle, he drew his Taser and ordered Cordero to stop. Cordero did stop, so Black re-holstered
his Taser. Black ordered Cordero to sit on the curb, but he refused. Black asked Cordero for his driver'’s license

Report Officar Printed At
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and he refused. Black said Cordero said he was not going to give him his driver's license and that he was a
famous YouTuber. Black said he requested Cordero's driver's license or identity several times, but he refused to
give it to him. Black then told Cordero he would be placed under arrest for not identifying himself. Black then
approached Cordero and at that time Cordero was facing him. Black told Cordero to turn around and he was
under arrest, but Cordero refused. At that time, Cordero crossed his arms in front of his body and did not comply.
Black grabbed Cordero's arm in an attempt to place him in handcuffs, but Cordero pulled away. At that time,
Officer Worley arrived at the scene and helped Black escort Cordero to the ground. While on the ground, Black
was able to gain control of Cordero's right hand, but not his left hand. Black heard Officer Worley say Cordero was
reaching for his waistband with his left hand. After hearing this, Black believed Cordero might have been reaching
for a weapon. Black said he did not want to lose control of Cordero's right hand, so he attempted to deliver a
brachial stun with his elbow, but actually struck Cordero on the ear area. After the elbow strike, Cordero put his
left hand behind his back and he was secured in handcuffs.

Black said that during the incident, he did not observe Officer Worley strike Cordero in any way. Black said he did
not hear Officer Worley use any racial slurs. Black denied striking Cordero in the face.

During the interview, | asked Black about the supplement report he wrote in reference to Cordero not being as
close to him as he originally believed. Black explained that when the incident occurred, he believed Cordero
advanced towards his patrol vehicle and made it almost fo the front bumper. Black said he realized his perception
of how far Cordero advanced was skewed, after viewing the Ring video.

Black discussed the incident that occurred in 2018, where he was attacked by a Hispanic male that ran from him
on a bicycle. Black said that during that incident, he used his Taser on the suspect and the suspect ended up
attacking him "for a long time". Black said he was being attacked until another officer got to the scene to help him.
Black said that he was hospitalized after being attacked in 2018.

(For complete details refer to recorded interview/transcripts.)
On 02/25/21, at approximately 1412 hours:

| responded to 1518 North Scenic Highway North, Lake Wales and served Cordero with a subpoena for him to
respond to the State Attorney's Office on 03/05/21, for an interview. Cordero accepted the subpoena and said he
would be there.

After serving Cordero with the subpoena, | responded to Lake Wales Police Department and | made contact with
Lt. Crosby. Crosby provided me with an additional report completed by Lake Wales Police Officer Matthew
Rhoden. | learned that Officer Rhoden had contact with Cordero at Advent Health during the early morning hours
on 02/06/21, when Cordero went to the emergency room on his own. | also learned the conversation Officer
Rhoden had with Cordero in the emergency room was audio recorded. Lt. Crasby provided me with a copy of the
audio recording and the audio recording from when he met with Cordero at Lake Wales Police Department.

| reviewed the report completed by Officer Rhoden and the audio recording of Officer Rhoden's interaction with
Cordero.

The report indicated that Officer Rhoden was contacted by the Polk County Sheriff's Office desk sergeant on
02/06/21, at approximately 0033 hours, and was told that Cordero called wanting to speak to a supervisor at Lake
Wales Police Department in reference to a complaint against officers. Officer Rhoden made contact with Cordero
on the phone and Cordero told him he wanted to file a complaint against Black and Officer Worley. Cordero
reported that he was stopped by Black and Black pulled a Taser on him. Cordero said he was placed in handcuffs
and was made to sit on the curb. Cordero said once he was already in custody, Officer Worley arrived and
punched him in the face five or six times with a closed fist. Cordero then said Officer Worley spat in his face and
called him a "spic nigger".

During the call, Officer Rhoden told Cordero come fo the police department and he would provide him with a
complaint form.

Officer Rhoden reported that Cordero called again and he told Cordero the first step would be fo fill out a
complaint form, which he would provide him. Cordero said he was in fear of coming 1o the police department
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because he was afraid of Black and Officer Worley.

On 02/06/21, at approximately 0328 hours, Cordero called again and said he was at Advent Health in Lake Wales.
Officer Rhoden responded to Advent Health and provided him with a complaint form. Officer Rhoden indicated
the interaction with Cordero was audio recorded.

(For complete details refer to Officer Rhoden’s attach report.)
| reviewed the recording completed by Officer Rhoden at Advent Health.

Cordero started out by saying he wanted to explain what happened and "admit my wrong". Cordero said he was
on his way to get a prescription when he was pulled over. Cordero said he got "upset, got out of the car, and
slammed the door”, saying why did you pull me over. Cordero said the officer immediately told him to put his
hands behind his back. Cordero said he “aggressively yelied at him" (Cordero yelling at the officer), and he
"cursed him out real bad" (Cordero cursing at the officer.). During the conversation, Cordero said "I'm not playing
injured here man, what | did was totally wrong".

Officer Rhoden gave Cordero a complaint form and explained to him how to fill it out. Cordero said he would turn it
in later at the police department.

While at Advent Health, Officer Rhoden took pictures of Cordero's face, head, hands, and left ear area. (| received
a copy of the pictures from Lake Wales Police Department)

(For complete details of the interaction between Officer Rhoden and Cordero, refer to audio recording/transcripts.)

On 03/01/21, at approximately 1240 hours:

| responded to Advent Health in Lake Wales and conducted a sworn recorded interview with Dr. Ankit Patel.
During the interview, Dr. Patel said he remembered treating Cordero on 02/05/21, when Lake Wales Police
Officers brought him to the emergency room. | went over the medical report that he completed from 02/05/21, and
Dr. Patel agreed that the notes in the records were correct. Dr. Patel said that Cordero had no injuries when he
was in the emergency room. Dr. Patel said Cordero had a CT scan of his head and face, which came back
normal. Dr. Patel said he did not see any physical evidence that would suggest Cordero was struck multiple times
in the face or head.

Dr. Patel said that when Cordero was in the emergency room, he was yelling, screaming, and accusing everyone
of being racist. Dr. Patel noted that the officers with Cordero were acting professional.

On 03/05/21, at approximately 0900 hours:

| met with Cordero at the State Attorney Office and conducted a sworn recorded interview with him. Assistant
State Attorney, Nicole Orr, and Polk County Sheriff's Office, Lt. Russell were also present during the interview.
The following is a summary of the interview:

On 02/05/21, Cordero was driving alone in his vehicle near 3rd Street and Polk Avenue, when he noticed a police
SUV following behind him. The police vehicle was driving close to Cordero so he began to feel threatened.
Cordero became upset and immediately stopped his car before the officer turned on his lights. Cordero felt like he
was being racially profiled, so he wanted to know why the officer was following him too close. Once Cordero
exited his vehicle, he took a few steps towards the back of his vehicle, in the area of his back door, when he
noticed Black had his Taser pulled out, and pointed at him. Black asked him for his identification and Cordero told
him he had a paper one. Black told Cordero to get back in the car and when he opened his driver's door, Black
changed his mind and told him to walk to the back of his vehicle (Cordero’s) and put his hands on the trunk
because he wanted to search him for weapons. Cordero indicates that Black was irate and told him that if he did
not produce his identification, he would be arrested. Cordero added that he believed Black was trying to
manipulate him and scare him.

When Cordero had his hands on the trunk, Black was behind him. Cordero believed Black was in his vehicle
looking up something on his computer. In less than two minutes, Black comes up behind Cordero and "sucker
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punches" him. Cordero added that Black did not hit him immediately, but Black turned him towards the grass and
then he hit him. After the punch, Officer Worley arrived and helped Black take him to the ground. When Cordero
goes to the ground, he was on his stomach with his hands near his waistline. Cordero added that he is 256
pounds, so it was hard for him to get his hands from underneath his body. Cordero then heard the officers yelling
"he’s reaching for a gun" over and over. While on the ground, Cordero’s right side of his face was in the grass.
While on the ground, one officer elbowed him on the back of the head and then he was punched on the back of
the head. Cordero passed out for a few seconds and when he woke back up, he called the officers "pussies”.
After Cordero made the comment, Officer Worley spat in his face and call him a "spic" and the "n"word. Officer
Worley then punched Cordero in the head and kicked him in the ribs. Cordero said he was punched and kicked
more times than he could remember. Cordero said he was also punched in the face while he was on the ground.

Cordero said he was upset when he got out of his vehicle. Cordero said he was really upset because he knew he
did not run a stop sign and he had his seatbelt on. Cordero admitted his tag was expired when he was stopped,
and that did not make him upset, because it was actually expired. Cordero said Black asked for his identification,
but he never asked for his name.

Cordero agreed that he stopped his vehicle quickly and he was upset. Cordero agreed that he probably took Black
by surprise, by stopping so quickly. Cordero did not remember cursing at Black when he got out of his vehicle.
Cordero said he was wrong for stopping so quickly and exiting his vehicle. Cordero agreed that due to him
stopping so quickly and getting out of his vehicle, it was not a normal traffic stop for Black. Cordero believed Black
was just doing his job, because he did have an expired tag. Cordero said his actions were not intentional, but he
might have scared or intimidated Black.

At some point in the interview, | talked to Cordero about physical injury evidence and that | talked to the doctor
that treated him on 02/05/21. | fold Cordero the doctor said he had no injuries and his chipped footh did not occur
that day. Cordero responded by saying he wanted to be honest about his tooth. Cordero said the tooth had a
cavity for approximately three months, with a huge hole in the middie of it. Cordero said the tooth just had an outer
layer and it was ready to fall out. Cordero explained that it did chip during the incident, but he was not saying
Black knocked his tooth out. Cordero said the tooth was loose already and it came all the way out a few days after
the incident.

Cordero went on the say that he should have stayed in his car and the officer was just doing his job. Cordero said
because he got out of his car, he might have intimidated Black. Cordero said if he was on officer he would have
"took the same procedure he took". Cordero added that he should have complied more with the officers and
stayed in his vehicle.

Cordero said the incident happened so fast that he was not even sure if the officers intentionally struck him in the
head or face. Cordero explained that the officers might have accidently hit his head while trying to secure him.
Cordero said he really could not see what they were doing because of his head position, and anything could feel
like punches. Cordero said that maybe Officer Worley did not kick him like he said, because it was not hard, and
maybe he was just trying to put his foot on him to restrain him.

Cordero said "l can't tell you they beat the crap out of me. | believe that they were doing their job and they were
doing anything they could to get my hands behind my back"

(Refer to recorded interview/transcripts for complete details.)
On 03/16/21, at 1313 hours:

| made telephone contact with Black. The purpose of the call was to ask Black if he had been diagnosed with Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Black said he was currently being treated for PTSD, which started after he
resigned from the Lake Wales Police Department. Black said he would reach out to his counselor and have them
send me documentation of his treatment. | later received a letter from Kathy Leggett, a licensed mental health
counselor, in reference to Black's treatment in her office.

(See attached letter from Kathy Leggett.)

As part of the investigation, | received a copy of Lake Wales Police Department's General Orders concerning
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Protective Action. General Order 4.01, which was effective on 06/26/20, states the following:

Active Resistance - Intermediate Weapons/Hard Controls. The member may achieve compliance by the use of:
1) Counter Moves.

Techniques that impede a subject's movement toward a member or others, such as, brachial stun, blocking,
striking, distracting, kicking, parrying, dodging, weaving, redirecting, or avoiding, followed by appropriate
controlling techniques.

The same General Order defines Active Resistance as follows:

Active Resistance. A subject makes physically evasive movements to defeat a member's attempt at control. This
may be in the form of bracing, or tensing, attempts to push or pull away or not allowing the member to establish
control of the subject.

During the investigation, | viewed book-in pictures of Cordero that were taken after his arrest on 02/05/21. | did not
observe any signs of injury to Cordero that would suggest he was punched or kicked in the face. | reviewed the
pictures taken by Officer Rhoden of Cordero at Advent Health on 02/06/21, and | could see that his left ear had a
faint red mark on it. | did not see any injuries to the back of his head or face.

| was unable fo find any witnesses, physical evidence, or video evidence to corroborate the allegations of physical
violence made by Cordero. Black did report that he delivered an elbow strike to Cordero's head area, with the
intention of doing a brachial stun. Black explained that he unintentionally struck Cordero on the head near his ear,
due to being off-balance and in a struggle. Based on the situation, Black followed Lake Wales Police Department
General Orders when he attempted fo deliver a brachial stun to Cordero, in an attempt to gain control of him.

| was unable to establish that Black or Officer Worley violated any statues involving Use of Force or Battery.

During the investigation, | learned Black was involved in an incident in 2018 where he was severely battered by a
suspect. After reviewing the reports of the incident, it did appear this was a traumatic event for Black. | then
looked at literature in reference to PTSD and the effects it could have on perception. | found numerous articles
that referenced how PTSD could alter the perception of an event after one has experienced a past traumatic
event. For example, one article tited PTSD and Emotionally Augmented Perception: An Argument for Direct
Realism discussed how a person with PTSD can suffer an experience that will produce a sense of them
re-experiencing a past traumatic event in the present. The article also discusses how stress can be amplified by
past experiences and how fear has a strong effect on perception.

Reference:

- Woodruff, Patrick Travis, "PTSD and Emotionally Augmented Perception: An Argument for Direct Realism"(2016).
Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 751.
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/etd/751

During an interview with Black, he explained that he believed Cordero was charging at him and he made it to his
patrol vehicle bumper. Black said that he believed Cordero was going to attack him and he was in fear at that
time. During an interview with Cordero, he said he was upset when he got out of his vehicle and he slammed his
door, walking a few steps towards Black's vehicle. After the incident, Black viewed the Ring video and realized he
was wrong about how far Cordero was away from his vehicle. Black completed a supplement saying that his
perception was altered, due to the high stress of the incident.

| discussed the case with the State Attorney's Office and they confirmed that all of the charges against Cordero
were dropped. | spoke to Assistant State Attorney, Nicole Orr, about the case and she said the State Attorney’s
Office would not pursue any charges against Black, Officer Worley, or Cordero.

Case Status: Closed-Non-Criminal Incident
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I swear or affirm this report is correct and true to the best of my
knowledge and belie

(This report has been electronically signed.)

FULCHER, ERNEST - 4319 03/25/2021

Signature of Deputy/Agency Member Date
Sworn before me this 25th day of March, 2021.

TAN,ALEXANDER HIENJONG - 7908

Notary/Law Enforcement Officer

Commission Number/Expiration
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Date
02/18/2021 |15:20 |43189

Supplement No
ORIG

Dascription

Scan001l.9pg

Detailed History for Police Event #5210360811 As of 3/18/2021 14:32:50
Output for: 4606

‘Priority:2U Signal:559 - ASSAULT
Location:POLK AVE E/3RD ST 5, LWL <300/ 400>
Created; 02/05/2021 09:36:55'COP11 5759
Entered: (2/05/2021 09:36!55 CBP115759
Dispatch: 02/05/2021 05:36:55 COP11 5759
Enroute: 02/05/202109:36:55CDP11 5759
Onscene: 02/05/2021 09:36:55 COP11 5759
Control: 82/05/2021 09:37:32 €CDP115759
Transprt: 02/06/2021:10;09:18 CDP17 5847
Complete: 02/05/2021 10:10:39 COP17 5847
Closed: 02/05/202112:53:51 COP11,5759

ICUNt: PrimeUnit:L400 Dispo:L Signal:S59 - ASSAULT
Agen,cv.:IT-WPb District:SE Béat:47 Block:47C
Case#:lW210000248 Detail

09:36:55est CREATE 5759/CDP11 Location:POLKAVE E/3RD'ST S, (WL Signal:T District:SE Beat:47C
SigDesc: TRAFFIC STOP LocDesce; <300/ 400> Priority:3N Agency:LWPD LocType:H

09:26:55 ENTRY '

09:36:55. DISPOS  L400 Location:POLK-AVE E/3RD ST 5, LWL Operator:L400 DperNames:BLACK,DAVID
oLt -

09:36:55 -PRIU 1400

09:36:55 -PREMIS Comment:CE, PER, PHZ _

09:37:03. BACKER -L388 UnitiD:L400 Lacation:POLK AVE Ef3RD 5T §, LWL Operator:L388

OperNames:WORLEY, TRAVIS

09:37:30 MISC LA0D Comment:X98 X33
09:37:32 QK L388

0813734 OK L1400

09:38:15 MISC L388 Comment:X15 1X

09:38:20 BACKER L366 UniliD:L388 Location:POLK AVE E/2RD ST S, LWL Operator:L366'
OperNames:JOYNER,JARED

09:40:08 *ONSCN L366/L60050 L366

09:40:27. OK §759/CDP11 L2366

09:52:24 "CLEAR L366/L60050 L366

09:54:04 CASE 5847/CDP17 L400 Casel:LW210000248

09:55:03 MISC L4DO Plate:N5S45KY CommentTAN SATURN

10:06:38 *MISC 1400/L60021 L400 Comment:VIOLATION {i: ADOGUSE ISSUED TO:'CORDERQ,
CHRISTOPHER JOHN VIOLATION: DRIVER NOT WEARING. A SAFETY BELT (316.614(4)(B))

10:06:41 *MISC 1400 Comment:VIOLATION #: ADOBUSE ISSUED TO: CORDER®, CHRISTOPHER JOHN
VIOUATION: RAN STOP SIGN (316.123(2)(A))

10106:44 *MISC  L400 Comment:VIOLATION #: ADOGUAE ISSUED TO: CORDERO, CHRISTOPHER JOHN
VIOLATION: EXPIRED TAG/REGISTRATION LESS THAN 6 MONTHS (220,07(3)(A))

10:08:12 REQUST 8675/€ICL Riype:TOW Plate:N545KY Community:47 ReqReason:ARREST
Narye:CORDERO,CHRISTOPHER JOHN -Community:47. -Company:SUN47 -Location:POLK AVE E/3RD STS,

Raporl Officer
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Date

03/18/2021 |[15:20 |4319
Description

Scan002.jpg

LWL VIN: GEZK5278VZ4D3830 VehCol: TAN Year:1997 Make:STRN Model:STRN-5L Comment:DWNER
AWARE / VIN CLEAR - CPEETS

10:09:13 MISC 5847/CDP17 L400 Comment:1015 1X S59'ON LEO 589 W/OUT

10i09:18 TRANSP  L800 Location:LAKE WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT, LWL

10:10:28. SENT 8675/CIC1 Rtype:TOW ‘Company:SUN47 ReqReason:ARREST Comment:SUNBELT
TOWING B63-839-5800 |5 RESPONDING / ETA:15-20MINS - CP8675

10:10:29 CMPLT 5847/CDP17 140D

10:10:41 OK 1400

10:12:20 INV BEZS/CICL InvType:ARR F‘rmriw ‘1 Mame:CORDERQ, CHRISTOPHER JOHN Race:U Sex:M
DOB:11/22/1983 Agei37 InvDest! INVV OWNER OLN:C636110834220 Category:P CommentCPEG75
10:17:08 TRANSP 5759/CDP11 LA0O Location:ADVENT HEALTH MEDICAL, LWL Comment:X12 X15
10:22:52 *Rl LA0OALE0021 1400

10:22:09 CMPLT §759/COP11 LAOO

10:40:18 CLEAR: [388

11:04:19 OK L400

11:21:50 BACKER 6826/CDP18 L366 UnitiD:L400 Location: ADVENT HEALTR MEDICAL, LWL
Operator:L366 OperNames OYNER,JARED

11:47:20 *R| L400/L60021 1400

11:56:00 *BACKER 1388/(60052 L388 UnitiD:L400 Location:ADVENT HEALTH MEDICAL, LWL
Operattir:L388 DperNames'WDRLEY,T‘RAVIS

12:01:32 CLEAR 6826/COP18 1388,

12:12:54 TRANSP 5755/COP11 LA00 Location:POLK COUNTY SHERIFFS OFFICE- BOOKIN, BAR
Comment#12 X15

12:35:30 CMPLT 1400

12:35:36 0K L400

12:50:36 *CLEAR L365/L60050 L366

12:57:14-*RI L400/L60021 L4DO

12:53:51 CLEAR 5759/CDP11 1400'Signal:T->559 Priority:3N—>2U Dispoil Comment:QUEBEC MIKE 3%
1215351 -CLEAR

12:53:51 CLOSE

12:54;15 MISC Comment:LEO
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Dale
03/18/2021
Description

Scan003.ipg

15:20 (4319

Arrest Report 21-248 B
LAKE WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT

Repored Dite

133 E. TILLMAN AVENUE 02/08/2021
Wrcidenl Type

LAKE WALES, FL 33859 RESISTING W/O VIOLENCE
Memitand

BLACK, DAVID COLT
Plone
(863)678-4223 %260

Fax

‘ (863) €78-4298
Administrative Information.

fonortad T

Zuppiement Ho

| Agency Tenpad Ho | Hapared Dote
LAKE WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT | 21-248 DORIG |02/05/2021 09:36
TEAR Gailbe " Salum T incdent Yypo —— T .
I 210360811 | Report to fullow Resisting Officer Without Violence
e ; MR Rl ; & i
POLK AVE Bf 3RD ST 8 ~ Lake Wales
Pl L,n,'-lhl nl)ul Distact Eectar From Dajsg Fram Tuna o Date To Tuna
33853 | 47¢ | 5E 47 | 02[;\5/2021 | 09:36 | 02/05/2021 09:38
0TI ARgigninnt
L400/BL}\¢1< DAVID COLT | Lake Wales Police Patrol Shift A
Teternd Hy “Amsipameni 1 HME Transler | Misc# —ms
L400 ' Lake Wales Police Patrol 5hift A Pending | Arrest Report -,
| Bppriving Clienr P\lrﬂléviw'ﬁ.ﬁ_ Aeproval Time E® 5 = 1 *" i
L3E6 D2/O'¢'/2021 | 17:50:47
W Cfienans | Oifense Doscaplan o i Altempieg

| 1 784. Mm)(
Tk | invalvemienl m\.\ Ba T g g

SUSi hRR ‘COR.DERO CHRISTOPHER JOHN . i H M

| Assault on Law Enfor

1 11/22/1993
o R T T . e Wi T o
L VIC VAS 1 ST OF FL —— {
AR L, S . il . A A . AT TTPERMIY TRyl il
{8 Ciffunsus | Olfanse | Saseecesena— B | Gancapean T '|"i\TriT-,‘aiFJ
2 | 843.02. Resist Officer witho ]
Lml': In-uwm‘lnl T bis ] Hama : i o o o * o E | Haa | Sul
i sus| 1 CORDERO, CHRISTOPHER JOHN B - |l H | M
uoB
11/22/1983 B o ; ; =
TLink _'_I' Invaivemert | Il Mo | Haa I AL RS feice ‘ Har
VIC| VAS |1 ST OF FL A
ool
i"i'(j;'réuki-n | Gifensn o T Dosenpica 1 Aliemicted
836.12 | Threat of death/SBI
D] Toveivemont i ke Hame Ui | Ses
| sus ARR 1 CORDERO ,CHRISTOPHER JOHN | H M
[ Dl\.‘B - B . ) - T e T IS
11/22/1933 ) o .
vink | involvement | inel Mo i Hare : - : | Race | Bax
| viC VAS 1 §1 OF FL
| h6iE

Rl

[YF
ARR 1 J P | CORDERO , CHRISTOPHER JOHN 1053?}39_"
l_'_ﬁ._“__r A T 16 e e ey =
H M 11/22/1983 -
vl TiwiNS Type “Noma T . K —— MHI
VAS |1 |5 jSTOFFL B
! mﬁ\fﬂ = ﬁﬂ! L‘Cfl' ——— - B

Lia Yaar i Maka

Kadni Style | Cotar
| 2020 | 1997 | STRN

oc |- 1 N545KY E‘L

|lopcu|."fne g : i vnmmf\l = A
| L400/BLACK, DAVID COLT 02/13/2(.)_21‘ 13:31 | page 1 of 6
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Desceription

Scan004.jpg

Arrest Report

LAKE WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT

Summary Narrative

21 '248 g;“[}'gutw"

On 2/5/2021, | arrested Chrislopher Cordero for assault on a law enforcement officer, resisling an officer wilhout
violence, and threals to do great bodily harm on law enforcement officer.

Tapuit OFegr .

| L400/BLACK, DAVID COLT

Bilted At

02/18/2021 13:31

Page 2 of &

Report Officer

4319 /FULCHER, ERNEST
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Date
03/18/2021

Descriplion

Scan005.jpg

15:20 14319

Arrest Report 21-248 st
LAKE WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT

Arrestee 1: CORDERO,CHRISTOPHER JOHN
| nvovemant I Il N Typa Naing

Arrestee | Person | CORDERO, CHRIBTOPHER JOHN - -
1, | P TR l t T EEEmRE I 8 [ i1} e | Gihmety T ,,.-ns..?-

10535130 lH:.spanic/Mex:.c:an[LatJ.n 11/22/1983 3'? | Hispanic | No | 6'01"

Waight | Har Gotor Eyo Color Gan Appowsacn | Cid | vl Generiniian i b s
“24“.9&.1‘.‘?"5“.‘7“7‘.. Brown | Casual |Large Short hair =
Fadat Hnir

Bpoach T
Unshavean Loud i hng:y/\halant
Jal Vranstar TARR FLAG | Memd o TOperGate | Opor lane Hols l'mell#' Holary D

Succassful | BLACK,DAVID COLT 102/05/2021 .]:._3.‘__“‘-‘“19___?(.'.!‘“1..3?@ 02/05/2021

THalow Time | SIG
11:40:23 | Yas
Type | Audiess
Home 1518 SCENIC HWY N ’
\Iy State LIP Code Dute
| Lake Wales Florida 33853 02/05/2021
Type il He hE
Driver Licensze CEBEIL.‘LOH:'MZZD I Flnr.:.da
e bl
| Social Security Number HHX = KK~ KXAX
| taninl Stata LB Citizen
SINGLE ¥
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Incident location: Polk Avenue/3rd St, Lake Wales, Florida 33853

On 2/5/2021 al approximately 0936 hours, | observed a tan Saturn sedan, bearing Florida tag N545KY, traveling
south on 3rd Street approaching Polk Avenue, | saw the driver was not wearing a seatbelt, | got behind the
vehicle and it immediately ran the stop sign on 3rd Street, furning west onto Polk Avenue. | began {o inform
dispalch of the traffic stop when the vehicle slammed on its brakes immediately and the driver, later identified as
Christopher Cordero, immediately exited the driver door and began {o charge towards my patrol vehicle. |
aclivated my emergency lights on my marked patrol unit and told dispatch | needed backup. Cordero continued
approaching me with closed fists, yelling, "You can't stop me, you don't have the right" | tald Cordero to back up
and get back inte his vehicle, Cordero continued to charge towards me with closed fists. Believing Cordaro was
getting ready to allck me, | pointed my agency issued dart firing stun gun at Cordero and commanded him to stop
charging me or | would tase him. Cordero stopped charging me upon hearing the D.F.5.G. commands. |
re-haolstered my agency issued D.F.5.G. due to Cordero discontinuing his assaull. | then commanded Cordero o
give me his name and then sit on the curb, but he refused. Cordero continued yelling, *l don't have to tell you who
1 am, I'm not gaing to sit down.” | tald Cordero | stopped him far not wearing his seatbelt and running a stop sign.
| fold Cordero again to provide me with hig identity or | would place him under arrest for resisting an officer.
Cardero said, "l don't have to I'm a famous YouTuber"

| told Cordero to turn around and place his hands behind his back and he was under arrest for assault and
resisting. Cordero interlocked his arms across his chest and backed up against his car and said he was not going
1o put his hands behind his back. At this time. Officer Worley (L388) arrived as backup. | grabbed Cordero's right
arm and attempted to place his hand behind his back., Cordero pulled away from me when | grabbed his arm. |
was unable to control Cordero and get him into handcuffs. Due to Cordero continually aclively resisting arrest, |
escorted him 1o the ground and attempled to place him into a handcuffing position. | told Cordere, "Stap resisting.
put your hands behind your back. Cordero refused and conlinued lo shove his hands towards the front of his
waistline. After slruggling with Cordero, | was able lo gain control of Cardero's right arm and place it behind his
back, Officer Woﬂcy advised me Curdero was still reaching for hu; waistline DUE 1o CD[dl—'l’OH exlreme dnd
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persistent attempts fo get to his waistband, | believed he was poszibly reaching for a weapon. Due to being
unable to gain control of Cordero's hands and believing he was reaching for a weapon, | delivered one elbow
strike to the left side of Cordera's head. Immediately upon utilizing the strike, Cordero quickly stopped resisling
and placed both hands behind his back. Officer Worley and | placed Cordaro into handeuffs. | informed Cordero
he was under arrest for assault on a law enforcement officer and resisting an officer without violence.

| read Cordera his Miranda Warnings fram my agency issued Miranda Card. Cordere advised he understood his
rights and told me he would kick my ass if he saw me on the streel withoul a gun and badge. Cordero then
apologized and told me he understood why he was going 1o jail, Cordero immediately became angry again,
claiming | stopped him for being a Hispanic male. |issued Cordero civil citation ADOBUAE for expired lag. civil
citation ADOBUSE for running a stop sign, and civil citation ADOBUBE for nol wearing his seal bell. [ 1ook
Cardero to the Advent Health Center for medical clearance. When at the hospital, Cordero was handcuffed to the
hospital bed. Cordere attempled to lunge off of the bed and pull free from his handcuffs while saying. "Im gonna
fuck you up when | gel these handcuffs off. You don't know who you're fucking with, I'm coming for you." |
informed Cordero he was addilionally charged with threats towards a law enforcement officer. Once Cardero was
medically clearad, he was transporied to the Polk County Jail.
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south on 3rd Street approaching Polk Avenue. | saw the driver was not wearing a seathelt, | got behind the
vahicle and it immediately ran the stop sign on 3rd Streal, turning west onto Palk Avenue, | began to inform
dispalch of the traffic stop when the vehicle slammed on its brakes immedialely and the driver, later identified as
Christopher Cordero, immediately exited the driver door and began to charge lowards my patrol vehicle, |
activated my emergency lights on my marked patrol unil and fold dispatch | needed backup. Cordero continued
approaching me with closed fists, yelling, "You can't stop me, you don't have the right.” |teld Cordero to back up
and get back into his vehicle. Cordero continued to charge towards me with closed fists. Believing Cordero was
getting ready to altack me, | pointed my agency issued dart firing stun gun at Cordero and commanded him to
sloap charging ma or | would fage him. Cordero stepped charging me upon hearing the D.F.5.G. commands. |
re-holstered my agency issued D.F.S.G. due to Cordero discontinuing his assault.

| then commanded Cordero lo give me his name and then sit on the curb, bul he refused. Cordero continued
yelling, "l don't have to tell you who | am, I'm not going to sit down" | told Cordero | stopped him for not wearing
his seatbelt and running a stop sign. | told Cordero again to provide me with his idenlily or | would place him
under arrest for resisting an officer. Cordero said, "l don't have to I'm a famous YouTuber."

| told Cordero to turn around and place his hands behind his back and he was under arrest for assault and
resisting. Cordero Interlocked his arms across his chest and backed up against his car and said he was not going
to put his hands behind his back. Al this time, Officer Worley (L388) arrived as backup. | grabbed Cordero's right
arm and attempted to place his hand behind his back. Cordero pulled away from me when | grabbed his arm. |
was unable to control Cordero and get him into handcuffs. Due to Cordero conlinually actively resisting my efforts
to place him under arrest, | escorted him ta the ground and attempted to place him into a handcuffing position. |
lold Cordero numerous times, "Stop resisting, put your hands behind your back." Cordero refused and continued
to shove his hands towards the front of his waistline, concealing them from my view. After struggling with
Cordero, | was able to gain control of Cordero’s right arm and place it behind his back. Officer Worley advised me
Cordero was still reaching for his waistline with his other hand. |was kneeling next to Cordero in an unbalanced
posilioned. | did not want to let go of Cordero's arm lo access any tools on my duty belt because | would have lost
control of Cordero's arm. Due to Cordero's extreme and persistent altempts to reach Inlo his waistband, |
believed he was passibly reaching for a weapon. Due ta being unable to gain conlral of Cordero’s hands and
believing he was reaching for a weapon, | delivered one (pain compliance) elbow strike lo the left side of
Cordera's head. | was attempting to deliver a brachial stun to temporarily stun Cordero, which would allow Officer
Worley and | lo place Cordero in handcuffs, as outlined in my department policy; however, due to Cardera's
resisting movements and my unbalanced position, the elbow strike landed slightly higher than inlended.
Immediately upon utilizing the strike, Cordero quickly stopped resisting and placed both hands behind his back.
Officer Worley and | placed Cordero into handcuffs,

| infarmed Cordero he was under arrest for assault on a law enforcement officer and resisling an officer without
violence. | asked Cordero if he was all right. Cordero gaid, "Yeah man, you can let me go | won't tell anyone.” |
informad Cordera | could not let him go and he was under arrest for assault on a law enforcement officer and
resisting an officer withaut vialence. Cordero told Officer Warley and | he was a confidential infermant for Captain
Dave al the Lake Wales Police Department and we needed to let him go. | told Cordero | could not release him
and ha was under arresl. Then Cordero said if | did not release him he was going to lie about what happened and
sue me. Cordero said if | did nol lel him go he was going ta get me fired and criminally charged. | informed
Cordero again of his charges and told him he was not getting released.

| read Cordero his Miranda Warnings from my agency issuad Miranda Card. Cordero advised he understood his
rights and told me he would kick my ass if he saw me on the street without a gun and badge. A few moments
later, Cordero then apologized and told me he understood why he was going to jail. Cordero said, "l understand
why yall pul me down, yall didn't know if | was strapped or nol." Cardero immediately became angry again,
claiming | stopped him for being a Hispanic mala. Cordero mentioned he knew karate and | better watch out for
him_  Cerdera then bagan apologizing again, telling me he had anger issues, aggression problems, and shouldn’t
have approached me in an aggressive manner  Cordero then lold me he was going to claim he was punched
multiple timas in the head while in handcuffs. | issued Cordera civil citalion ADOGUAE for expired tag, civil
citalion ADOGUAE for running a stop sign, and civil citalion ADOBUSE for not wearing his seat bell.

I took Cordero o the Lake Wales Police Depantiment. Cordero then teld me his head hurt and _Ffﬁ?_f‘__‘f_q__.' knocked
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out one of his teeth. | immediately took Cordero to the Advent Health Center for madical attention. The Dr. at
Advent Health informed Cordero the tooth had been missing for some time and had not been removed recently,
Caordera had no visible injuries or any bleeding from his mouth, When at the haspital, Cerdero was handeuffed lo
the hospital bed. Cordero altempted to lunge off of the bed and pull free from his handeulfs while saying, "Im
gonna fuck you up when | gel these handeuffs off. You don't know who you're fucking with, I'm coming for you " |
informed Cordero he was additionally charged with threats towards a law enforcement officer. Cordero had
extreme and continual behavioral changes throughoul the investigation, Cordero would be extremely apologetic
for his actions and then immediately bacome irate and hegin screaming. Cordero was told multiple time by
hospital staff to lower his voice so he did not disturb the other patients. Cordero told me he has anger issuas and
was gorry for acling oul of anger. Cordero also told me he sees aliens and UFQ's frequently. Once Cordero was
medically cleared, he was transported to the Folk County Jail.

| e-filed the cosl affidavit. arrest affidavit, and the citations. | have nathing further.

I swear or affirm this report is correct and true te the best of m
knowledge and balief. P .

{This repoert has been electronically signad.)

BLACK,DAVID COLT - L400 p2/06/2021

Signature of Daputy/Agency Membasxr Data

Sworn before me this 6th day of February, 2021,

JOYNER , JARED - L366

Notary/Law Enforcement Officer

Commission Number/Expiration
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Narrative

On 2-5-2021, | responded as back up to Officer Black on a traffic stop. Upan arrival, | observed a Hispanic male
(Christopher Cordero) yelling loudly at Officer Black. | heard Officer Black ask Cordero for his Florida Driver's
license. Cordero then yelled back at Officer Black and stated, "l don't have to give you my license, and I'm a
famous you tuber.” | then observed Officer Black reach for Cordero's wrist. At this point, Cordero pulled away from
Officer Black. | assisted Officer Black wilh escorting Cordero to the ground. | yelled several times for Cordero to
slop resisting and to give me his hands. Cordero refused to give me his hands as he placed his hands near his
front waistline, | conlinued to struggle with Cordero to gain control of his hands as | was now in fear he may be
trying to retrieve a weapan from his waistline, | continued yelling for Cerdero to give me his hands and stop
resisting. | was eventually able to gain control of Cordero's hands and | assisted Officer Black with handcuffing
Cordero, | asked Cardero why his vehicle wasn't registered. Cordero lold me the vehicle was properly regislered
and told me to retrieve his registration from the glove compaitment. | searched he front glove compartment,
hewever | was unable lo find the registration nor any additional documents with Cordero's name on it

While standing next to the rear window of the seat Cordero svas sitting in, | heard him tell Officer Black "l am
stronger than you are and | would kick his your ass on the sireet.” Cordero told Officer Black "l have several years
of karate training and you couldn't beal me if you didn't have a gun and badge." Cordaro made several comments
about pulting the Lake Wales Police Depariment on YouTuba. Caordero told me this case would be his word
against the Lake Wales Police Department and he was going to make up lies o tell his allorney. Cordero told ma
he was smarler than all cops and even smatter than the juge that would try this case. Cordero told me he knew
the Chief of Paolice for the Lake Wales Police Department (John) personally and he would be calling him. Cordero
also lold me he was a confidential informant for "Dave” with the Lake Wales Police Department and he recently
got two kilos of meth off the streets. Cordero stated all confidential informants were supposed to be lel go and nol
arrested. Based on Cardero's actions and statements, it was apparent Cordero was willing to do or say anything
in-order to not be arrested.

| than stood by with Cordero's vehicle until Sunbelt Towing arrived on scene fo tow the vehicle. | have placed a
copy of the tow sheet inta an e-file in this repart.
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This concludes my invalvement with this case and | have nothing further

£firm this report is correct and true to the best of m
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(This report has been electronically signed.)

WORLEY, TRAVIS - L388 02/08/2021

Signature of Deputy/Agency Member Date

Sworn before me thiz Bth day of February, 2021.
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Notary/Law Enforcement Officer
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He Ho Rasisting Officer Without Violence
Narrative :
On 2/6/2021. | recalled the traffic stop | Initiated on 2/5/2021. | also reviewed survelllance footage from a nearby
residence. After reviewing the footage, | believe my perception was altered due to the high siress of the incident.
Based upon the video, | could see Cordero did not get as close to me as | originally thought he did while he was
tensing up; therefore, the elements for the assault on law enfarcement charge were nol met. | contacted the Polk
County Sheriff's Office book in and requested the assault on a law enforcement officer charge be dropped. The
PCSO advised Cordero had already been bonded out and | would have to contact the State Attormey's Office 1o
drap the assault on a law enforcement officer charge. 1 was unable to locate any after-hours contact information
for the State Aftarney's Office. | am requesling the assault on law enforcement officer charge be dropped, | will
contact the State Allorney's Office on Monday 1o resolve the incident.
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Narrative

On 02/05/21 | responded to the area of Polk Ave and 3rd Street in reference lo Officer Black calling for back-up
via the radio. Upon arrival, | observed the defendant, Cordero, sitting on the curb in handeuffs. | did not observe
any injuries on Cordera. Cordero was yelling and appeared lo be very agitated. Cordaro said he did nothing
wrong and Officer Black had no right 1o arrest him. Cordero was then placed in the back of a palrol vehicle.

While in the vehicla, Cordero was conslantly talking. | heard Cordero say that he was sarry for jumping out of his
vehicle and that he should not have used vulgar language with Officer Black. a few minutes later, Cordero's moad
changed again and he began yelling again saying we beal him up and had no right to arrest him.

Once Cordero was lransported lo the police depariment, he stated that his head hurl and that he needed o go lo
the hospital. Officer Black then transported Cordero to Advent Health in Lake Wales. Once Cordero was inside
the ER, he began yelling and acting irrationally again. Cordero was told multiple times to calm down and be quiet,
o that other patients were not disturbed. After being medically cleared, Officer Black placed Cordero in the back
of his patrol car. | then spoke with Cordero about the incident. | asked Cordero why he jumped out of his vehicle
when Officer Black slopped him, Cordero then began talking rapidly, so | pulled out my note pad and wrote down
whal he was saying. Cordero said the fallowing "I know, 1 was wrong, I'm sorry. I'll never do that again. | should
have just stayed in my car. | shouldn't have said those things Lo you. Il be honest with you, | fucked up.” Itold
Cordero | apprecialed his apology and not to worry about it, Officer Black then transported Cordero to PCJ.

The following day | was able lo view securily footage of the incident that was captured by the cameras at 226 £
Palk Ave. However. | was unable to download the footage to a disk. The IT department will be requesled lo
oblain the video on a later date.
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(This report has been electronically signed.)

JOYNER, JARED - L366

21-248 0003

02/07/2021

Signature of Deputy/Agency Membar

Sworn bafore ma this 7th day of Februaxny, 2021,

BLACK,DAVID COLT - L400

Hotary/Law Enforcement Officer
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:(?:53}678—4223 %260

ax

(B63) 678-4208
Administrative Information

Agency Hopan Mo Supplemnent Ro | iteporing Date Fapaitgd Timo |
LAKE WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT 21-248 0004 02/19/2021 1 19:04

ER O - — | hafmim T e =
210360811 | Raport te follow | Resisting Officer Without Violence |
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| L384/RHODEN , MATTHEW Lake Wales Police Canine | L384
PR TR TR —— Pragimm Sl R —

| Lake Wales Police Canine Successful |Succassfu1 Supplemental Report -
“Hpproviny Gitear R T e T e e =
| L384 02/20/2021 22:25:04

Summary Narrative
5upplur_:1enl report.

[Fieph | b Wil —— N LT iy (T.liu'u_"_" “JHeinta | FPlecer e e ==
|kl Evidence | 02/19/2021 | Yes | We | 21000s103 |1 |z B ]
Fop - Lt e s - e _
| CD containing vides. CD containing phot raphs A l
B e e e Bl T e ——— —
Radio, TV, Sound, and Video Game Devices CD Disk | 02/06/2021 JOS;EE I
Moo, JANE Vevices | CD Disk | 02/06/2021 | 03:28

§0.00 ‘ !
ulrl-vl_in_.ilriﬂl b o i = T - -i r!\\ f.uly

410 11TH ST 8 | Lake Wales f
s | e T Sedte | Gt l il Erigga T Emeed Bar T T Friiniod Tain TS Tranaie * Gy 1
|Florida [ 478 [47 |sE | other | 02/20/2021 | 22:14 | Successful

et L I Sem s /el el 1 £2:14 | Successful

On February 6, 2021, at approximalely 0033 hours | received a call from the Polk County Sheriff's Office desk
sergeant. The desk sergeant advised Ghiistopher Cordere wanled to speak with a Lake Wales Palice
Department supervisor, in regards {o a complaint against officers. | made land line contact wilh Cordero, who
stated he was unhappy with treatment he received while being arrested by Officer Colt Black and Officar Travis
Worley on 02/05/2021 (21-248.) | asked Corders whal his specific complaints wera and he advised Officer Black
was following him and had no reason 1o stop him Cordero stated he did not run a stop sign and was tald by
Officer Black he did

Cordero stated he exited his vehicle and Officer Black pulled his “Taser” from its holsler while yelling at hins,
Cordero stated Officer Black then put hinm in handeuffs and made him sit on the curb. Cordero staled Officer
Worley then arrived afler he was dlready in custody and began “bealing” him in the face. Cordero stated Officer
Worley punched him in the face with a closed fist “five or six times." Cordero stated Officer Worley then spit in his

‘xe, and called him a “spick” and a “nigger.” Cordero slated Offizer Worley told him to “Go back ta New York or
Puerlo Rico or wherever you're from."

I'asked Cordero 1o come lo the Police Depariment and | would provide him with a cilizens complaint form.

T Friniod Af
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Supplemental Report

LAKE WALES POLICE DEPARTMENT
Narrative :
Cordero stated he would be coming {o the police department and disconnected,

21-248

Approximately an hour and a half later, | was again contacted by the PCSO desk sergeant advising Cordero
requested a phone call. | made land line contact wilh Cordero, whao again advised he was unhappy with treatment
he received during his arrest. | reiterated to Cordero the first siep he should take would be to complete a citizens

complaint form, which | could provide for him. Cordero stated he w

as in fear of coming Lo the police department

because he was afraid of Offic

er Black and Officer Worley,

department during business hours on

I old Cordera he could alsa come 1o ihe police

the following Monday (02/08/2021) when a dayshift Sergeant and

Lieutenanl would be on duly. Gordero stated he would come firs! thing on Monday morning and ended the phone

call.

At approximately 0328 hours, | was contacted by the desk sergeant
advised he was al Lake Wales Advent Health, | responded ta |
Jerome, and made contact with Cordero in roam number 9

4 third time, requesting | cantact Cordero and
ake Wales Advent Heallh, along with Officer

The interaction with Cordero was recordad on my agency issued digital recorder, Cordero slaled he wanted o
imake a report aboutl what the officers did as well as "admit my wrongs." Cordero poinled lo the left side of his
neck and said he was injured. Cordero advised he beleived his jaw was broken. Cordero stated both officers
punched him “all over” his body. Al that time. | did nat see any injuries 1o Cordera's face, head, or body. | did see

slightly red marks on Cordero's wrists, which ha stated was caused by the handcuffs from when he was arrested.
Gordero stated the officers picked him up by the handeuffs,

Pholographs of Cordero's neck, face, head, and wrisls were collectad and later placed Into evidence,

[ also
obtained a medical release form, signed by Cordero

Cordero also mentioned a residence, in the area of Polk Avenuef3rd Street, which may have camera foctage of

the incident. This information, along with the signed medical release farm, were {urned over to the day shift
supervisor, Jared Joyner, on 02/06/2021.

Cordera went on to say during the traffic slop, he in fact stopped and exited his vehicle before Officer Black turned
his emergency lights on. Cordero stated he did this because he wanted to ask ihe officer why he was following
him. Cordero staled he did not violate any traflic laws and he in fact had stepped at the stop sign. Cordero slated
once he exited his vehicle, Ofiicer Black immediately pulled out his "Taser® and told him to put his hands behind
his back. Cordero staled he never approached or acled aggressively towards the officers,

Cordero laler stated, | aggressively yelled at him," and "l cursed him out real bad" Cordero also stated, | wasn'l
a good guy today, but | damn den't agree with a man laying on his stomach while he's handeuffed being punched

Mot kicking. not moving, I'm already down. "

Cordero staled when he was originally transported (o the hospital after the arrest, he passed out during an MRI
and was lold he had a concussion.

Cordero stated Officer Black "created” the citations because

he did not run a stop sign and he was wearing a seal
bell.

Cordera advised he would be contacting the Daily Ridge and Tampa news

Cordero claimed Officer Black and Officer Worley claimed he was

reaching for something and staled, "He's
reaching, " in order to punch him.

This recorded interaction was placed onto a CO disk and submitted info avidence,
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provided in 5. 775,082, 5. 175083 or s, 21584

()l any praseention for perjury undet this section:

{u)The proseeution may procesd in a Sinjle coum by setting forth the willlul making of contradictory statements uniler
coath und alleging in s aliernaiive that one o wore of them are false

(B The question of whether a siatement was material 15 & question of 1w 10 be deiermined by the court.

(e)lt is not necassary t prove which, if any, of the contradictory stateneats is nol troe,

¢eile s o defense That the acoused believed each statement 1o he true al 1l Vime the stalement was made,

(NA petzan may not be proseented under this seetion fur making contradiclory statements in separate proceedings if the
contradictory siatement made in the most recént pnm:cdiug_ wias piade under farant of immunity under 5. 914.04: but
such person may be prosecuted onder 5. 837,02 for uny false statement made in that most reegnt pmcetding and the
contradielory stalements may be received againgt bim or her upoo any eriminal investipation or Pm‘-‘uclﬁﬂﬂ, for such
perjury.

£37.05 False reporis to law enforcement authorities.

(Lyailxeept us provided in paragraph (b) or substction (2), 4 person who knowingly gives false information 1o a law
enforcement officer concerning the alleged commission of any erime, commits a misdemeanor of the fiest degres,
punishable as provided in s. 715,082 or & 175.083.

(WA person who eommits a vialation of paragraph () commits a felony of the third depes, puniishuble as provided i .
775,082, 5. 775.083, or 5. 173,084, it the person has previously been convicted of a violation of paragraph (n) and
subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. upplies:

1.The information the person gave to the law enforeement officer was communicated orally and the officer’s account of
that information is cormoborated by:

a.An andio recording or audio recording in a video of that information;

b.A writien or recorded statement made by the person who gave that information; or

¢.Another person who was present when that persan gave that information to the officer ond heard that information.

2 The information the person gave 10 the law enforeement officer was communicited in writing.

(2)A person who knowingly gives false information 1o a law enforcenient ofiicer concerning e alleged commivsion of
o capitel felony, comumits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided ins. 715,082, 5, 715,083, or 5, 775,084,

837.00 False officinl statements.

Whoever knowingly makes a false statement in wiiting with the inteat to mislead a public servant in the performance of
his o her pificial duty shall be guilly of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable os provided in s. 773,082 or 5.

75083

92,525 Verificution of Documents; peejuey by false writien declaration.

{3) A person who knowingly makes a false declarstion under subsection 2 §s puilty of the orine of perjusy by false 4
aration, 4 Telony of the hird degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s, T75.083, or 5, 775,084

Acknowledgenment and Receipt

Date Provided: 9. Lo M:KOJ—'I
Time: || > 00 @y
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Home Phone: {_

I acknowledge that [ have received 3 Citizen Compluint Form and | have sesd the above Florida Stanies and undersiand
thirt 1o make false statements in ay official procecding is # eriminal act punighable by said slalute,
P
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General Order 4.01 - Protective Action
Chapter: Protective Action Effective: June 26, 2020

PROTECTIVE ACTION.

A. PURPOSE, The purpose of this General Order is to establish guidelines and procedures for the
use of deadly and non-deadly protective aclion by members

B. POLICY. Itshallbe the policy of the Lake Wales Police Depariment to ensure the preservation of
human life and to ensure sworn members exercise the ulmost care and reasonable judgment in the
performance of their duties. It shall be the policy of the Lake Wales Police Department to train members
in approved methods of prolective action pricr to assignment to duties where proteclive action may be
used to prolect the public welfare. It is also the policy of the Lake Wales Police Depariment that
excessive force by sworn members will not be tolerated.

C. SCOPE. This General Order shall apply la all Department members.

D. DISCUSSION, In vesting members with the lawful authority to use protective aclion to protect
the public welfare, a careful balancing of all human interests is required. Therefore, members shall use
only the minimum action reasonably necessary lo eflect lawful objectives to bring an incident under
control, while protecling lhemselves or cthers from physical harm. The Department shall ensure
members act in good faith in the exercise of protective action in accordance with Florida Statules and
this General Order. [CFA4.01]

E. PROCEDURES.
1. rization

a. Sworn members must successiully complete the Florida Basic Recruit Training Program
or its equivalent, prior to assignment in any capacity in which the member Is allowed to carry a

firearm or is in any position ta make an arrest, except as part of a formal field training program.
[CFA4.03)

b. Sworn members will be issued copies of and instructed in the protective action policy before
they are autherized to carry a lethal or nen-lethal weapon or placed into a position where they
may use proteclive action. [CFA 4.02)

¢. Sworn members, while exercising law enforcement authority, are prohibited from carrying
any weapons (lethal or non-lethal) with which they have not proven proficiency. While
exercising law enforcement authorily when off-duty, sworn members are authorized to carry
and use any weapon (lethal or non-lethal) that they are authorized to use on duty. ([CFA4.06C)

d. Members who complete an approved {raining course are authorized lo carry and use non-
lethal weapons in accordance with the Prolective Action Guidelines, Members shall carry only

agency-issued non-lethal weapons while on duty, and may also carry these while off duty. [cFa
4064, B

e. Non-sworn members will be issued copies of and instructed in the protective action policy
hefore they are authorized to carry chemical defense sprays.

f. Only equpment and techniques for which members received depatment authorized
training shall be used, while on or off duly, excepl in a case of exigent circumslances

g. Pursuani to Flerida Statutes, a law enforcement officer need nol retreal or desist from
efforls to make a lawful arrest because of rasistance or threatened resistance lo the arrest.
The sworn member is justified in the use of any force:

1
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1) Which he or she reasonably believes to be necessary to defend himself or harself or
another from baodily harm while making the arrest;

2} When necessarily retaking felons whao have escaped; or

3) When necessarily committed in arresling falens fleeing from justice

2. Protective Action Guidelines

a. The Protective Aclion Guidelines provide a framework for making decisions involving the
reasonable protective action by members. The structure of the Protective Acticn Guidelines is
based on constilutional consideralions and case law and describes approprate decision
making in a fluid and dynamic situation. The Protective Action Guidelines consider the
relationship belween subject resistance and various situational faclors in determining the
member's response options.

b. The Proleclive Action Guidelines define the various resistance levals and correlative
protective action authorized by the Department to control and subdue persons who resist arest.
In practice, the Protective Aclion Guidelines are a graduated process lhal 15 based on
employment of the minimum force to counter or subdue the physical actions of a non-compliant
subject. Using any techniques shall be predicated on the physical actions of the subjecl with
due consideration given to any special circumstanees or member subject factors present during
the incident.

€. Members shall observe the subject for any signs of "excited delirium” or illicit drug use as
taught in training. If either is observed, emergency medical services should be notified prior to
any use of force action laken, if circumstances allow. [CFA 4,08]

d. Each depariment member has the individual responsibility la intervene and stop any other
member from commilling an unlawful or improper act, including but not limited te, acts of
excessive force, abuses of process, abuses of authorily, and any other criminal acts or major
violations of depariment General Orders. Successful intervention does not negate a duty to
report.

3. Resislance Levels  The resislance levels presented in this General Order are based on
guidelines provided by the Flerida Department of Law Enforcemant Criminal Justice Slandards and
Training Commission.

a. Presence. A subject is present at the scene.

b. Verbal A subject verbally refuses 1o comply with a member's request or the subject

altempts 1o control the siluation. The subject threatens the member with further resistance or,
the subject does nol respend Lo the member,

c. Passive Resislance, A subject verbally andfor physically refuses lo comply or respond 1o
the member's lawful direclion. The subject does not make any attempl to physically defeat the
actions of the member, bul inslead forces the member to employ physical maneuvers to
establish control,

d. Active Resistance. A subject makes physically evasive movements to defeal a member's
attempl al control. This may be in the form of bracing, or tensing, atlempts to push or pull away
or not allowing the member o establish contrel of the subject.

e. Aggressive Resistance. A subject makes overl. hostile. or attacking movements that
may cause injury, but that is not likely to cause death or greal bodily harm to the member or
alhers
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f. Aggravated Resislance A subject makes overt, hestile, or altacking movements with or
without a weapon that creates a perception by the member that the subject intends to cause, and
is capable of causing, death or great bodily harm to the member or others,

4. Member Responsa Levals. Members should always try lo resolve a siluation with the least
amount of proteclive action practicable to achieve compliance with the leval of resistance exhibited
by the subject.

a.  De-Escalation

1} De-cscalation lactics and techniques are actions used by officers, when safe
and feasible that seck to minimize the likelihood of the need 1o use force
during an incident and increase the likelihood of voluntary compliance.

2y Selection of de-gsealation options should be guided by the totality of the
circumstances with the goal of attaining voluntary compliance; considerations
include:

a. Communication: Using communication intended to gain voluntary
compliance such as verbal persuasion, clear instructions, and avoid
language that could escalate the incident.

b, Time: Attempt o slow down or stabilize the situation so more time,
aptions, and resources are available for incident resolution,

¢ Distance: Maximizing tactical advantage by increasing distance 1o
allow for greater reaction time,

d. Shielding: Ulilizing cover and concealment for tactienl advintage such
as placing barriers between an uncooperative subject and officers.

3) Consider whether any lack ol compliance is a deliberate attempt to resist
rather than an inability 1o comply based on factors including, but not limited
to medical conditions. mental impairment. developmental digability, physical
limitation, language barvier, drug use. hehavioral erisis, fear, or anxiety.

4y IMa Member{s) is met with resistance, as a subjeets level of resistance
decrenses. the member(s) response shall decrease also.

b. Presance

1) Member Presence. The member is present on the scene, This includes proper voice
or other identification, body language, and awareness by the subject that the subject is
dealing with a member,

2) Inlerview Stance. The member adopts a stance outside of his or her danger zone
that provides appropriate protaction and forms the basis of an effective physical response,
if allacked. In such a stance the firearm or slrong side leg is back. the non-firearm or weak
side leg is forward: the feet are approximately shoulder width apart: the kneaes are slightly
bent 1o give balance, control, and a lower body center of gravity to equally distribute body
weight; and the hands are raised to guard the upper body

3
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¢. Verbal Resistance - Verbal Commands/Communication. The member may be able to
oblain compliance by providing verbal direction to the subject.
1) Dialogue. A Iwo-way, controlled, non-emolional communication belween the
member and the subjecl, to facilitate problem identification and/or resolution,
2) Verbal Direction. A member enunciales or directs a subject to engage in or refrain
from a specific action or non-action.
3) Touch. A member employs a soft, assisting louch when directing, or a firm, strong
touch prior 1o escalating to a higher level of force,
d. Passive Resistance - Physical Control/Soft Controls.  The member may use empty-hand
or leverage techniques such as:
1) Restraint Devices. Mechanical tools used to restrict a subject's movement and
facililate searching. Handcuffs, flex cuffs, nylon restraining device, elc. are examples of
rasirainl devices,
2) Transporters. Techniques used lo control or move a subject frem point A to point B
with minimum effort by the member in order to gain and retain cenirol over the subject,
3) Take-Down. Technigques employed to place a subject onto the ground in a controllad
manner for the purpose of limiting his or her physical resistance, and o facilitate the
application of a restraint device,
4) Pain Compliance, Techniques lhat force a subject fo comply with an member as a
resull of the member inflicting controlled pain upon specific points in the subjecl’s body,
such as prassure point techmques and controlled chemical weapons,
e. Aclive Resistance - Intermediate Weapons/Hard Conlrols, The member may achigve
compliance by the use of
1) Counter Moves. Techniques that impede a subject's movement toward a member or
athers, such as, brachial stun, blocking, striking, distracling, Kicking, parrying, dodging,
waaving, redirecting, or avoiding, followed by appropriate controlling techniques.
2) Non-Lethal Weapons  Weapons thal are not fundamentally designed te cause death
or great bodily harm: such as an impacl weapon (ASP baton), chemical weapons and dart-
firing stun gun.
{. Aggressive Resistance, To gain compliance, the member may use incapacitating
controlfintensified techniques intended lo slun or render a subject lemporarily unconscious,
delivered with or without an impact weapon, such as a strike lo @ major nerve area
9. Aggravated Resistance - Deadly Protective Action, The member may achieve
compliance using techniques that may result in imminent death or great bodily injury,
unconsciousness or permanent disfiguremant, sueh as impact weapon sirikes to the head or
use of firearms. "Ramming” or "tapping out” of vehicles is also a use of deadly protective action.
Deadly protective action techniques are a last resort. Deadly protective action does not mean
that someone died from the aclion used. Deadly protective action can cause great bodily harm
or no harm al all. For example, returning fire is deadly protective aclion even if the member
misses the target.
5. Tolality of Circumstances, The decision {o use any proleclive action lo achieve a lawiul
objective or overcome a subject's resislance is a decision sworn members must make based on all
4
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT
Defendant: CHRISTOPHER CORDERO
Case fi: 53-2021-5A-000007-A000-XX
Agencey: OFFICE OF STATE ATTORNEY 10TH CIRCUNT
Agul Sase ffs SAZT000007XX
Investigator: CHRISTOPHER SHEA Date: March 4, 2021
Supplement
Synopsis:
Cordera was arrested on 2/5/21 mnd alleged police brutahity duning his arvest which he reported
wis caught on video surveillanee,
Subjeets
CHRISTOPHER CORDERO
HiM DOR: 172271983
DL:C636-1 10-53-422-00F1.
1518 SCENIC HWY N #]
LAKE WALES, L, 33853
Investigation:
On 2421 a subject who identilied himsell ay Christopher Cordero (11/22/83) called vur office to
allege he was the vietim of police brutality during his arcest on 2/5/21 by the Lake Wales Police
Department and that the entire incident was captured on video surveillance,
[nv. Hank Smith and I responded 1o Cordera’s locauon, 1518 Scenic Hwy N (Towerview
Maotel), i Lake Wales to retrieve the thumb deive in which Cordero had preserved the video
survetllance vecording. Prior to our anmval | pluced an audio recorder in my packet o document
our encounter with Cordero,
Upon our srival we were met i the parking lor outside room 41 of the Towerview Motel by a
subject whaadentified himself as Christopher Cordero. The subject matched the jail book-in
photo of Cordero. Cordero was veluctant to twrn over the thumb drive at First, but afier being
reassured we would make our own copy and veturn his, he turned the thumb drive over to us,
Cordere stated he wanted 1o 1ell us what happened the day of his arrest and what was captured on
the video surveillance of the ineident
Cordero was advised that he had auormey representation and thit we could not speak 1o him.
Cordero stated he currently was not represented by any attorney and that he wanted 10 speak 1w
s, Cordero then began to give us o statement ol the events siwroundmg his mrest and stated the
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video surveillance elearly shows ns mnocence and the police brutality he suftered at the hands
ol Officer Black and Officer Worley of the Lake Wales Police Department,

Alter completing his statement 1o us, we assared Cordere after making o capy of his thumb drive
we would rewrn his thumb drive to him. Upon retum to our oifice, a capy of the thumb drive
was completed and Cordero’s thumb drive was returned to him,

A review ol the video surveillmee captured of the arvest of Christoplher Cordero did not
substantiute the claims made by Cordero and were inconsistent with the staement provided by
Cordero, Our office took no further actions of the claim by Cordero of police brutality.

Approximately a week luer Dreeeived a eall from a subject who identificd himself us
Christopher Cordera. The subject stated he culled the Lake Wales Police Department seeking
assistance getting his vehicle returned to him. He was told to come to the police department,
Upon arrival he reported he was met by an unknown oflicer and ushered into an interview room,
He states the officer told him he ruined the carcers of two of his fellow ofticers and he now was
going 1o write a vepori which exonerated both officers from the police brutality clims he was
making against them,

The subject reported he attempted o leave but the officer pulled his weapon and wld him afier
completing the report he would be allowed to leave, The subject was eventually allowed w leave
the police department unharmed. The subjeet also reported in the room he was held in. the tahle
he sat at had multiple firearms laid out, ane being a black AR5,

The subject advised he recorded the entire ineidemt using his cell phone which he hid in a plastic
type bag. The subject reported he attempted 10 vides record the incident but was unsuccesshul,
but he was able to capture the audio of the entire incident.

Fadvised the subject if what Tie was telling me was the wuth, he needed 1o make a eopy of the
recording and have his atomey bring it w our office. The subject assured me he would do

exactly that. As ol the writing ol this report the subject’s recording of the alleged incident has not
been turned over w our office.

Date Completed: 3/4/2021
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STATE ATTORNEY INVESTIGATOR

Sworn to and Subseribed helore me,
The undersigned authority, (s 4th day of March, 2021,
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Defendant: Christopher Cordero

Case #: 53-2021-SA-000007-A000-XX

Ageney: OFFICE OF STATE ATTORNEY I0TH CIRCUTT
Agency Case # SAZ1000007XX

Tnvestigator: HENRY SMIUTH 1T Date: March 4, 2021
Supplement
Synopsis:

Christopher Cordero alleged police brutality by the Lake Wales Police Department during his
arrest on 02/05/21. Cordero stated the incident was caught on video surveillanee,

Subjeets

CHRISTOPHER CORDERO
LI DO 122/1983
DL:C636-1 10-83-422-0/FI1.
1518 SCENIC HWY N
LAKE WALES, FLL 33833

Investigation:
February 09,2021 1000 hrs.,

Chiel Investigator, Beverly Cone received aelephone call Trom a subject identifving himsell as
Christopher Cordero, Cordero stated he wos o victim ol police brutality i.|llli||_!5 lis arrest and had
video evidenee of his enconnter with two Lake Wales police officers. Cordero wanied this office
1o review the video,

Tnvestigator Cone divected Iwvestigator Shea and Do respend to Coredero’s location and obtain
the video surveillmee. Cordero provided Lits address as the Towerview Motel located a1 ISIS N,
Seenie Hwy in Lake Wales, Cordero staed he was i apartment #1,

Prior o arriving al Cordera’s apariment. Tumed my digital recorder on and Investigator Shea
placed iton his person. Upon acrival. | noted o Hispanic male standing i the purking lot. The
Hispanic male appeared 1o match a recent book in picture of Christopher Cordero, Iy csligator
Shea and | exited my vehiele and met with the Hispanic male whe tdentilicd himsellas
Christapher Cordero. Cordero was reluetant o give us the deviee and stated it was worth ™a
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million dollws™, We assured Covdera we would make a copy of the device and return his to him
as soon as possible. Cordero provided a thumb drive deviee 1o Investizator Shea and began
stating what eccurred during the traffic stop, Cordero was told he is corrently o defendant ina
criminal case in which this office was prosecuting and he should not say snything without lis
attorney, Cordero said he has not hived un attorney and he wanted 1o el us what occurred during
the waffic stop, Refer to CDR for entire recording of the meeting with Caordero.

Investigator Shea and | retrned o our office wherein a copy of the thumb drive was made. Upon
reviewing the surveillance video provide w us by Cordero, 1t was leamed Cordero’s account ol

what transpived did not accurately depict what oceurred on the surveillance video,

Based on Cordero’s statements conflicting with the video surveillance, tis office wok no further
action in the claim of police brutality made by Cordero,

February 11, 2021

Investigator Dan Cagh retumed Cordero’s thumb drive o Cordero,
No [urther actiom taken by this investizator

Date Completed: 3/4/2021
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STATE ATTORNEY INVESTIGATOR

Sworn (o and Subseribed before me,
The undersigned authority, this 4th day of Muarch, 2021,
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Law Enforcement Officer
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BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS
HOMICIDE UNIT

Lead Investigator: Detective Fulcher

Classification: Information

Case Number: 2021-007464

The following is a copy of the typed transcription taken from the recorded statement of

Christopher Cordero Pt. 1 on February 6", 2021.

Transcriptionist: Lisa Tomberlin
Date: March 18, 2021

This tape statement took approximately 1 Hour and 35 Minutes to type.

Aok ok ok
“TEN STAR ACCREDITED AGENCY
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Statement of
Christopher Cordero Pt. 1

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information

PERSON INTERVIEWED: Christopher Cordero Pt. 1

LAKE WALES PD: Officer Rhoden/Officer Jerome

RHODEN Go in, that's what | told him. He said, go in where you take the prisoner, which
(inaudible, device covered) our entrance. And he’s like the third room on the left.

JIEROME Third on the left?

RHODEN That's what he said.

JEROME One, two, 5o either seven or eight. Check with them.

RHODEN Hello, I'm looking for Chris Cordero.

NURSE Cordero? Police Department?

RHODEN Mhm {yes).

NURSE In bedroom nine.

RHODEN Number nine? Ok, Thank you,

JEROME It's a little further down,

RHODEN A little further. Hey Chris.

CORDERO Hey, how ya doin?

RHODEN Gaod, how are you man?

CORDERD Good, there's two people.

RHODEN I'm Qfficer Rhoden, this 1s Officer lerome.

CORDERD How ya doin?

JEROME {Inaudible).

CORDERO Fantastic.

RHODEN You daing ok?

CORDERO Yeah, Yes, yes. Um, | would like to make a report and um, just kind of explain to you
what happened and admit my wrong. As well as not jusl giving the other officer up but
including what | did as well.

RHODEN Ok,

CORDERO I think it"s important to speak the truth.

RHODEN Sure, absolutely. Um, that's why we're here.

Page 2 of 17
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Statement of
Christopher Cordero Pt. 1

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information

CORDERO Thanks.

RHODEN Do you have any injuries?

CORDERO Yeah. Right here, | need you to come see this real quick.

RHODEN Ok.

CORDERD I'm laying on cuffs right? On my belly in someone’s yard, and | hope they have, an old
lady came out taday she said, be my girlfriend went out there, she’s going to give us the
video that shaws him hitting me with the handcuffs, | had handcuffs on.

RHODEN Ok,

CORDERO 1 didn’t resist, | did move, | was eating grass.

RHODEN Ok.

CORDERO And he kept punching me on the side of my head and all over him and the other cap.

RHODEN If you don’t mind, if | could take a couple pictures okay?

CORDERD Yeah. Can you guys (inaudible, device covered, moving) there? (Inaudible) can you see
hat right there?

JIEROME Yeah, just stop touching it for me so | can,

CORDERO Yeah.

JEROME And where else are you complaining of injury?

CORDERQ All over my head they punched me, so | can’t, | can't tell you.

RHODEN (Inaudible) take one.

CORDERO I can’t see back there.

RHODEN (Inaudilile).

JEROME Anything on your body itself?

CORDERD Yeah, they, they, they uh, manhandled me by my handecuffs too. Like when they picked
me up, they just, like a dog, and |, this was at um, 11:00, And it's still there,

JEROME That's fine.

CORDERO Yeah.

JEROME well, unfortunately handcuffs are not...

CORDERO No, 1 know, but.

JEROME May leave the top of your, leave them up first.

Page 3 0f 17
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Statement of
Christopher Cordero Pt. 1

CASE NUMIBER 2021-007464 Information

CORDERD Cool.

JEROME Ok, now roll them over.

CORDERD I've been arrested before. And they nover lasted lonp. | was mistreated.

JEROME Any, any other marks?

CORDERO They punched me all In the back of my head. Everywhere.

RHODEN Will yau take ane of just the hack of his head and then one fram looking forward?

CORDERO All this back here,

JIEROME Stap, stop maving for me hon. And then, 'm just gonna come around.

CORDERO And my forehead.

RHODEN Anything else?

CORDERO I've been having headaches bad. Um, | took a shower when | got home (inaudible,
device cavered, moving) | almost passed out in the shower.

JEROME Ok,

CORDERO I don't know if you if you ever felt your legs freezing on you and it felt like needles.
(Inaudible, device covered, moving) | said I'ma come in and get checked out just in case.

JEROME (Inaudible, device covered, moving).

RHODEN A couple things, um, first thing, and this is up to you. Ok?

CORDERO Yes.

RHODEN Um, would you mind signing a medical, a release, a medical release form?

CORDERQ Yes, yes,

RHODEN So that we can....

CORDERO Yeah,

RHODEN ..ance you get your records, figure out what, what injuries you have, Lhey can release
that to us so that we can further (Inaudible, device covered, moving). You don't mind
daing that?

CORDERO No, no.

RHODEN Ok. Um, (Inaudible, device covered, maving)?

JEROME I don’t, but I'll.

RHODEN And then once we ot that taken care of, | have a complaint farm....
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CORDERO Thank you, | appreciate it.

RHODEN L' explain it to you and we'll, we’ll get, get it done for ya.

JEROME Chris, what's your middle name?

CORDERO lohn.

JEROME JOHN?

CORDERO Yes. JOHN,

RHODEN Um, you were talking about a house that may have had a camera of the incident?
CORDERO Yeah, I'm hoping she had the camera, because it, basically...

RHODEN Where did all this happen at?

CORDERO So (Inaudible) Towerview Motel, it's a rundown motel down the road. And | have a 3

month old daughter that has RH 8 negative blood type and she's in (inaudible) Palmer
hospital. | was just leaving the hospital to ga pick up her prescription, unfortunately |
didn’t know my, the little yellow sticker on the license plate was expired. So | got upset
and | got out the car, | slammed the doar, I'm like why is he pulling me over, | didn’t

(inaudible) stop sign....

RHODEN Chris, | don‘t mean Lo interrupt you. But, and I'm gonna...
CORDERO  Yeah | was..
RHODEN We're gonna go over the whale story....

CORDERQ Ok. Go ahead.

RHODEN But um, where exactly did the traffic stop happen? | know...

CORDERO I don't know the two streets, bul |, | went there. | could get there,

RHODEN Ok Was it Polk Avenue and 3" Street? Does that ring a bell?

CORDERO It was over by that Christian School. On that road, That same road,

RHODEN Polk Elementary?

CORDERO Yeah.

RHODEN Ok, There was like a four way stop?

CORDERD Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

RHODEN So, which way, do you know, which way were you going?

CORDERO L was heading, | was heading towards Publix to pick up some prescriptions.
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RHODEN So towards Hwy 807

CORDERO Correct.

RHODEN Ok.

CORDERO From Towerview Motel.

RHODEN Ok,

CORDERD I stopped at the stop sign, which he lied, he still gave me a ticket for (inaudible).

RHODEN Ok. Were, were you on the North side of, of the intersection?

CORDERO 1'was on the right hand side um, leaving like, Lake Wales Palice Department heading
across 60 heading that way.

RHODEN Ok. So, so had you already gone thraugh the Intersection?

CORDERO No, | stopped at the stop sign. And then [ turned, Cause |, | seen him behind me.

RHODEN 50 yau turned onto Polk, Polk Ave?

CORDERD Ta that school with the Christian (inaudible).

RHODEN Sa you were headed towards the school?

CORDERO Correct.

RHODEN Ok.

CORDERO Alright. Yeah, yeah, yeah.

RHODEN 5a, can you describe to me where the house was?

CORDERO 5o like, five, five houses down on your right.

RHODEN Once you turn?

CORDERO | stopped my car cause he doesn’t have his lights on, | stopped, and | got out the car,
and I'm like hey why you following mie for su long with ne lights? He told me to shut up
and put my hands behind my back immediately. He didn't play around with me, he
didn't give me a time, 1 didn’t jump at him, he's telling the other officer | bulged at him, |
didn't do any of that. |, | just hape there's a camera there.

RHODEN And that's why I'm trying to get at is where exactly that house is. So you said once you
turn on Polk Ave from 3 SL.....

CORDERO Carrect.

RHODEN (Inaudible, device covered, maving) stop,
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CORDERO There was an altercation, a verbal altercation.

RHODEN Ok. So, I'm just trying o establish which house it was.

CORDERD It was on the right hand side, it was across the street from a Sheriff’s police vehicle.
RHODEN Ok. And you said about five houses down?

CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

RHODEN 50 basically, can you describe the house at all?

CORDERD | looked, cause | wanted to know if there was a camera there as | was laying on the
ground after he hit me. Cause |, | really wanted like, to make sure {Inaudible, device
cavered, moving).

RHODEN Do you, do you know (Inaudible, device covered, moving)?

JEROME (Inaudible) do you have a pen | can borrow? For him to sign this?

UNKNOWN Sure. How are yau?

JEROME I'm fine how are you?

UNKNOWN I'm ak. (Inaudible, device covered, moving)

JEROME Yeah.

RHODEN Now there’s a lot of reading here.

CORDERQ Correcl.

RHODEN Um, you don't have to turn this, back into me today.

CORDERO Ok,

RHODEN You can turn it back inta me later.

CORDERC Ok.

RHODEN But I'm gonna go aver a few things. Ok?
CORDERO Alright.
RHODEN Sa, like | said, there's a few pages of reading. | would recommend reading. Ok? Um, it's

important stulf and as a matter of fact, an, like | said, it's a lot of reading. On this page,
uh, your, when you, when you swear ta it, you're, you're acknowledging that you've
read all these pages. Ok? So it's important that you read them. Ok? It goes over some
important stuff, Including false, official statements, what can happen if you were writing

a false statement.
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CORDERD No, I'm honest, 1, |, L ageressively yelled at him.

RHODEN Right. Sure.

CORDERO And | cursed, | cursed him out real bad.
RHODEN Ok, Um, and it goes over a law enforcement officers and correctional officers rights, uh,

complaint review board, civil suits. 1L goes over a lot of good information. Ok? Once you

read...
JEROME Cause, Sorry | was just gonna say, what's your address?
CORDEROQ Um, 1514 Scenic Hwy, I'm not sure. | think it's a molel,
IEROME 15187
RHODEN 1518
CORDERO Yeah. | just gat there two days ago.
RHODEN What room number?
CORDERO Um, room one.
RHODEN Ok,
CORDERO I'm struggling, so I'm just trying to...
RHODEN S0 once you read all that, um, I'll ask for your address again on here, a phone number

and a signature....

CORDERO Can | tell you semething though?
RHODEN We'll, we'll, real quick, I'm...
CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

RHODEN | don’t mean ta cut you off.

CORDERO Yeah ok, alright.

RHODEN I'd like to explain all this. Once you read all that and fill out your address here, just sign
that, that you swear to that, And then this next page, you fill out this top block and then
tell me your story here.

CORDERD Ok.

RHODEN Ok? And we put in a couple extra pages here

CORDERO Just in case,

RHODEN Just in case...

Page 8 of 17

Report Oificer Printed At
4319/FULCHER, ERNEST 03/25/2021 11:40 Page 78 of 197




21-7464

POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Data

03/18/2021

15:20 | 4319

Supplemant No
ORIG

Description

Scan009.jpg

Statement of
Christopher Cordero Pt. 1

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information

CORDERO Jot down whatever extra information.

RHODEN Yep, vep. And then um, you'll sign one more time saying that everything's true,

CORDERO Gotcha.

JEROME Actually, don’t sign until you're in front of either a notary or law enforcement,

CORDERO Exactly. Yeah, | need a witness. Qk.

RHODEN So, i, if, if you're gonna do it right now, I'll hang out for a little while and you can turn it
back into me.

CORDERO No, no, no, this necds to be uh, cause | have, my head hurts.

RHODEN That's fine.

JEROME That’s fine.

RHODEN That's completely fine. So whenever you're finished with it though, you'll just trn it
back in ta uh, a supervisor at Lake Wales Police Department, you'll just come up there
and ask to speak with a supervisor. And you'll turn that in to them, and they'll, they'll,
they’ll notarize your signature.

CORDERO Alright.

RHODEN And, and, we’ll begin the investigation.

CORDERO Thank you, | appreciate you.

JEROME Chris, what's your phone number?

CORDERO Uim, 321-895-6086.

JERODME 6086?

CORDERO Yes.

JERQME Officer Rohodan you wannga put his information? And then what you, just need you to
um, just need you to sign here and date. This is just, this Is just for us ta get your medical
recards.

CORDEROD well, they're still checking me so | don't think they're gonna tell ya.

JEROME Well, that's why, we're nat gonna et it taday. This is just for later on. Ok?

RHODEN Can | get a good phone number for you?

CORDERD Uh, 321-895-6086. You puys wear body cams or no?

RHODEN Uh, na sir we don't.
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CORDLRO Why?

RHODEN It's just not something we've ever done. ...

CORDERO I'm gonna have to speak to the board of commissions about that.

RHODEN Ok, well....

CORDERD That's unfair because...

RHODEN It's semething that’s been in discussion recently. I'll tell you that much.

CORDERO Yeah. Can | tell you something? 1, | wasn'l a good guy today. But | damn don’t agree with
aman laying on his stomach while he's handcuffed being punched. Not kicking, not
moving, not nothing.

RHODEN Right.

CORDERO (Inaudible, device covered, moving). | didn't, you can, you can tell that's what he did as
you loak at what happened here. And um, he brung me here to the hospital and | tried
explaining to them, hey man that was the cop (Inaudible, device covered, moving) but |
felt like that he did. It was unnecessary.

RHODEN Ok. Um, so they did take you here earlier though?

CORDERO Yeah. | just came back cause my head hurts.

RHODEN What did they tell you earlier? Or what did they do earlier?

CORDERO Concussion, concussion. That's what they told me. | had a concussion.

RHODEN Did they give you medical paperwork....

CORDERD Cause | passed out when, when they were doing the MRI

RHODEN Did they give you medical paperwark before?

CORDERO Yeah. It's at home.

RHODEN Nid they tell you had a concussion?

CORDERD They said | had a concussion. That's exactly what they said.

RHODEN Ok. Ok,

CORDERO They said it's just trauma from the hit. But.

RHODEN Go ahead and sign and date here as well.

CORDERO And now they're back apain checking just to see if there's anything in my brain so they

can, orblood, any, | know it's not.
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RHODEN Can, can you write the date for us.

JIEROME Just, it's, it's February 6",

CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

JEROME 2-bof 21,

CORDERO Yeah, |, Ireally, can | just explain something real quick to you?

RHODEN Yes. Go ahead. Yeah, yeah.

CORDERO I'm not playing injured here man, at all. |, what | did was tatally wrong, um, 1 shoulda

stood at my car until you guys approached me. Um, | wasn't hostile and neither was |
aggressive. We're gonna find out with the footage. Cause there was a camera there at
the at the (inaudible] like 3 foot deep. And um, I'm just very concerned ahout you
having semeane on the squad that has the audacity to do something like that and he’s

still employed.

RHODEN Sure. | hear what you're saying. Remember, that's why we'ro...

CORDERO And he called me....

RHODEN ...doing this,

CORDERO Can | just say something here to you? He called me a fucking nigger, he spit in my face,

he told me to go back to New York you Puerta Ricans keep coming here. He said, you
fuckin, he called me, this is what he told me, you're a fucking pussy. He spit in my face
as I'm handcuflfed on the floor with this Corana Virus going on. I'm not lying, this is
gonna come out all in the camera.

RHODEN Ok. Well, um, so we're, we're obviously gonna investigate.

CORDERO Yeah, and then, and theo your other officer, David {inaudible) whatever his name is, He
just created these three tickets, | didn’t have a seat belt, that’s a lie.

RHODEN Ok. 50 all, when you start writing these, ok, um, | need you to draw out all this talk,
yanno, when it happened, uh, if you, if you don’t know the exact time, approximate. Uh,

the location, um, and if you know the officer’s name, write that for us.

CORDERO Ok. There was two guys. And they, they kinda manhandled me while | was already
down.
RHODEN (Inaudible) he filled that out?
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IEROME What's that?

RHODEN Date occurred and times?

JEROME Um.

RHODEN Received?

JEROME No, that's. His occurred, we, it's not been received back yet.

RHODEN Alright.

JEROME | mean, if you wanna put, if you want to, do we know this...

RHODEN We gonna add like, officer’s name.

JEROME You can put the officer's names on there, you can put.

CORDERO I just have one question,

RHODEN Yes, sir.

CORDERO And I'm not ganna talk a lot, cause |, | know you guys, | know how you guys think.
RHODEN What's up?

CORDERQ IF1 pull the footage and it shows him hitting me as I'm cuffed and | didn’t move and he's

punching me in the back of my head consistently, will he, will he get in trouble for that?
Because | don't think the officer should do that to someone.

RHODEN We can't say yes or no.

CORDERO Ok, alright.

JEROME Cause that's not gonna he a decision.

RHODEN Wha will be making that decision will be going up our chain of command and dealing
with it and making a decision based on everything.

CORDERD The thing is I'm gonna be hanest to you. From day one. I'm gonna do this report, but I'm

also contacting, I've contacted the Daily Ridge, 've contacted Tampa nows,

RHODEN Ok.

CORDRERD I'in really trying to take the media Lo this.

RHODEN You know what time this happened at? The traffic stop?

CORDERO | want to say about 10:30-11:00. Somewhere around there, I've contacted the media

already about it. And | will, 1 will protest about it. I've gol a couple peaple that | spoke

ta. And 'm not really happy about it, that’s why I'm doing all this. And | just want y'all,
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don’t get mad at me but, if | don’t do this, this guy’s gonna keep doing this o people.
And it makes you guys look bad, cause | can tell you guys are not like that.

well, well, no that's for samebody else Lo fill that out later. | dont, | don’t know the
time and what not.

Yeah, we don't that,

Can you, can you do me a favor? Can you just tell me what officers | was dealing with
since you work with them and you can probably call the station? | need to know before |
leave here, cause I'm, | don’t think I'm comfortable staying in Lake Wales, I'm scared,
The, the officer that arrested you was Officer Colt Black. Ok?

| tald you he had Black, yeah.

Yeah, and his back up officer was Officer Travis Worley.

He's the ane that spit in my face.

Ok.

Yeah.

Well, here, here what we need....

And he calls me a nigger.

Ok. S0, like | said, there’s a couple sheets here for ya so, so you can take up the space if
you need to. This one here, and then we add a couple pages in there. On Lhis next page
you'll be swearing everything is true, but again make sure an officer is here before you
sign it.

Yeah, man ..

So be as detailed as you can um, you know the two officers names.

You guys shouldnt spit in peoples face (inaudible, device covered).

Well, (Inaudible, device covered, moving) ok, you knaw the two officers names. So if you
can, use their names,

Not you, but,

Um, | know you've already read your report. 5o you knew their names already. Um, just
be as dotailed as possible,

| just don’t remember it cause | don't deal with you guys every day.
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RHODEN Ok.

CORDERO I can mayhe remember the first name.

RHODEN 0k. Take your time doing it though. And whenever you're finished with it, you just bring

it up 1o Lake Wales Police Department. Uh, or you could call us and, and ask fora
SUpErvisor.

CORDERO Also, | need you Lo be aware of something your officers are doing, I'm not trying 1o get
em in trouble or anything. He's reaching, he's reaching. While I'm cuffed. Just so they

could be able to punch me.

RHODEN Ok,

CORDERO I never reached and | didn’t have a gun. | wouldn't be out if | had battery on a LEO.
JEROME Chris, those are the things that you....

RHODEN Put all in....

CORDERO All of that in here,

RHODEN That's all important information we need to know. Ok? Be as descriptive as you can...
CORDERO You know he’s gonna get fired, right? For what he did to me,

RHODEN Well I, | don’t know what's gonna happen, But just put all that in the....

CORDERO You don't call, you don’t call people a nigger.
RHODEN Ok,
CORDERO I'm just letting you know, listen, listen, | know you want me to do this but | need your

ears to hear what I'm saying.

RHODEN No, I, I'm hearing,....
CORDERD Because 'm emotional, I'm scared, I'm a victim,
RHODEN And, but....

CORDERO Yeah, yeah,

JEROME I was gonna say, the thing you have o understand is....
CORDERO I'm scare.

JEROME ..We are not going....

CORDERO I'm scared.

JEROME ....to be making those decisions...
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CORDERO Yeah.

JEROME .you have to do this so it goes up the chain. And once....

RHODEN And when you're waiting for something to be done you have to ...

CORDERO Can | tell you something? 've dealt with police, and I've never felt this scared before

becasuse | know how gangster he was. How much of a thug. The procedure (Inaudible,
device covered, moving) to handle me, it was like, he's gonna say whatever he wants

but al the end of the day, there's that video camera, |, 'm just letting you guys know.
L: ] v

RHODEN Mhm (yes). Yeah,

CORDERO I‘m gonna be honest too, | kinda (Inaudible, device covered, moving) ball already. He's
done.

RHODEN Ok.

CORDERD You won't be seeing him work there fer too long.

RHODEN Alright, well....

CORDERO | will clo this, |, this was part of that procedure but, he's a very racist person. | just want

to personally let you know that before §fill this out. He called me a spic, he told me to

g0 back to where 'm from, he called me a pussy, and he punched me in the face. As I'm

RHODEN Ok,
JEROME And you just need to document which officer did what.
CORDERO yeah, You guys should, you guys shouldnt have someone like that on the force. Because

JEROME Ok, Well make sure when you're doing, when you're doing your statement and filling

1his out, you document which officer did what 1o you.

JEROME Ok? That's what you need, that's where you need to be detailed.
CORDERO | just, | just wanted you guys to know what happened. I'm not playing injured, I'm not

gonna lie, | aggressively slammed the door, | got out the car, as [ was cuffed | didn't have

Page 15 of 17

Raport Officer

4319 /FULCHER, ERNEST

Printad At

03/25/2021 11:40

Page 85 of 197




2 1 -7464 giﬁp;gom No

POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Date

03/18/2021

Deseription

Scan0l6.jpg

15:20 |4319

Statement of
Christopher Cordera Pt. 1

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information
RHODEMN Alrighty, Mr. Cordero. Well.
CORDERO | appreciate you, | know, | know there’s not much you can do. You can just bring me the

report yannao.

RHODEN Well, I'll tell you this....

CORDERO Let it be known he's wrong, he's wrong. Yeah.

RHODEN I'Il tell you this...

CORDERO The other, the black guy, the (inaudible) black.

RHODEN Huh?

CORDERO He's not a bad dude. At all. | can understand why he put my hands behind my back

threw me in the (inaudible), But that other dude, he took it way too far. Spitting in my
face.

RHODEN Pul all that in there. Tell what each one did.

CORDERQ Yeah, yeah, yeah.

RHODEM Ok, This is the way to get something dene. Alright?

CORDERO I wonder if he's got complaints with other people like this, because....

RHODEN You have any other questions for us?

CORDERO The behavior was so unnormal, it wasn’t nothing like I've ever seen a cop do.
JEROME And unfortunately we won't know that, That's not something that we're involved in,
CORDEROD Yeah. I'm gonna do a primal investigation on him with my, with a...

JEROME And that’s what that does.

CORDERO Yoah.

RHODEN Ok,
CORDERO He needs to be, he needs 1o be out. | appreciate you puys.
RHODEN Well, we just can't mave farward until that's done and returned. Ok? So you either

come bring it to the police department um or give us call. Alright? And I'm, like | said,
I'm gonna let the day shift, the supervisar, the same ane who was working during ...
CORDERO Can | ask you a question?
RHODEN Sure.

CORDERD And this is sincerely, and 'm asking you this, | shouldn’t even record this, but | won’t can
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you guys pul him in, on administrative leave?

RHODEN That's nothing we can do.

CORDERD Oh, you cant do that huh.

RHODEN Until that gets done, and that is given uh, our supervisors...,

CORDERO Yeah, | want a thorough investigation.

RHODEN Yeah.

CORDERO Because | am a human being, | do have a right.

RHODEN Yeah, yeah, you're right. And, but again, it takes that Lo be done before that, anything

else can happen.

CORDERD I'm gonna make sure this is perfect, picture perfect.
RHODEN Ok.

CORDERO Yeah, yeah,

RHODEN Alright, Well, that's all we can do.

CORDERD Hey look, I'm sorry, thank you, Nat much | can say.
RHODEN Alright man. Well...

JEROME Just get that done and bring it back. Ok?

CORDERO Appreciate it, thank you.

JEROME Bye Chris.

RHODEN Thank you.

TRANSCRIBED:

February 25, 2021
Lisa Tamberlin, BCI
I Hour and 35 Minutes
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PERSON INTERVIEWED: Christopher Cordero Pt. 2
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE:  Investigator Smith/Investigator Shea

Taday's date is February the 8, 2021, the time now is approximately 11:38 AM, Uh, Investigator Shea
and myself are pulling up to 1518 North Scenic Hwy in Lake Wales. Uh, looking for a Christopher

Cordero, concerning a complaint our office received.

SHEA Hi Mr. Cordero, how you...
CORDERO How are ya man?

SHEA Well, we were on our way cause we tried to call you.

CORDERO Yeah, how ya doin?

SHEA Good. Good. We got the documents that you, that you sent....

CORDERD Thank you, | appreciate you guys, man. Cause | can't really leave the house. I'm not

feeling too pood.

SHEA O, no that's fine. Listen, we ...

CORDERO | don’t want, | don’t want no one to take it. Can you make a copy here?

SHEA We can't.

SMITH I cannat,

SHEA We have Lo bring it to our [T divisien, Yau have his number,

CORDERD That's a million dollars to me right there,

SMITH lundersiand, ok? But | guarantec you we're gonna take it back to aur effice, we're

gonna make a copy and then we will get it back Lo you.
CORDERO | trust you.
SMITH Ok? Here's my card,
SHEA If it's nat gonna be today, it'll tomorrow.

CORDERO Ok.

SHEA Alright? Cause we gotla review it and everything,
CORDERO Yeah. Can | give a small explanation too?
SHEA It, it’s up to you but you....
Page 2of 11
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CORDERO Ok.

SMITH It’s up to you.

SHEA You have an attorney, so.

CORDERO Yeah, no, no, no. |, | have an even higher {inaudible).

SMITH 0Ok, so yau understand our office, you currently have criminal charges.

CORDERO Correct.

SMITH Ok. You have the right to have an attornay. You understand that?

CORDERO Yes, sir,

SMITH 0Ok.

CORDERO I'm gl, 1 wish the officer would've told me this.

SMITH 0K, but...

CORDERO Yezh, yeah, yeah.

SMITH I can’t stop you from saying whatever it is you want to say.

CORDERO Gotcha,

SMITH ak?

CORDERO I just want to let you know a brief description.

SMITH Do you want to write it down?

CORDERO No.

SMITH Or do you want la tell us?

CORDERO I can verbally tell you.

SMITH Ok.

CORDERD Cause | already have it in writing and I'm also gonna email that to you. But I'm gonna

give you a short description.

SMITH My, my email is on that card. Ok?

CORDERO 1 will sand it to you ASAP.

SMITH That's fine. Alright? We're, we're listening Mr. Corderp,

CORDERD Ok, thank you, thank you, Ok, I'm at Lake Wales Park, | do calisthenics. | own a YouTube

channel, | got 45 thousand subseribers for that, | also own a UFO channel.
SMITH Ok.
Page 3 of 11
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CORDERO So | bring my laptop with me, that's my habby, I'm into UFOs, Unidentified Flying
Objects, not little green men.

SMITH Ok.

CORDERO And, that's where | go to meditate, | get on my laptap, | sit at the picnic table, | work on
my stuff,

SMITH Ok.

CORDERO Um, at one peint | put my laptap in, in the back, in the truck and | see this police car run
back and forth. And it’s the same officer that pulled off later on down the road near um,
highway, before | hit highway 60 over there by 3 Street.

SMITH Ok.

CORDERO And um, | noticed when | get to the stop sign | stopped there’s a SUV police vehicle
behind me pursuing me very close with no lights. So | stopped, he claims | didn't, | pull
over right after the stop sign, | make a right, second house down an the right | pull aver.
He's about 15 feet away from me behind me. Um, |, he didn’t, he didn’t pull me over,
there's no lights. | decided on my own free will te stop and ask him why he's been
following me since the park. Cause | noticed him. And upon getting out of imy vehicle,
when both feet hit the ground, I'm standing out there for a couple of secands, then he
decides Lo turn on his lights.

SMITH Ok.

CORDERD So he kinda played it off with that. So, | remain by my driver’s door with my back leaning
on the window, one loet up on the metal, just waiting for him ta let me know what's
going on, is it my tag? Is it my license? Yanno what I'm saying? | want to know what's
poing an. He claims in his report that as soon as | open the driver door that | went like
this, like | was fighter man or someone, and | thought the video evidence that you have
there show otherwise, You would see me come out of the driver door and stand there
for at least 59 secands to a minute leaning against the door waiting for him to tell me
what to do next.

SMITH Ok.

CORDERO At one point I'm leaning against my car an the driver's door, he’s 10 feet, 15 feet behind
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me an the computer researching whatever he's gotta do. At one point he comes out of
his SUV and requests that | get back inside my driver, um, inside the car, Soas | go ta
open the door 1o get back inside, he says, wait, wait, wait, no, no, no. Hold an. Come
back here. | need, | need you to put both hands on the trunk | want to search you to see
if you got a weapon. 50 you see me in the video opening the door to kinda get back in
and respect his wishes, but as | notice | started walking towards the back of the car. As
soan as | put my hands on the car right here, you'll see me come from {inaudible, device
covered, moving) right here. And as soon as | go like this, | felt a big blow to the side of
my face, which he knocked out my tooth, it’s, | have the medical paperwork. It caused
my face to get real big, it swolled up real bad. | had a contusicn and a cancussion. I'm
standing here and | just feel a punch ta the back. No, put your hands behind your back,
no warning, no let me see your 1D, nothing. After that, | fall to, there’s like a, the grass,
the, the house is there, the grass. So | fall and before | fall | dan’t wanna fall on my face,
| don’t want to get hurt, so my hands are in front of me, As I'm falling | see another SUV
unit arriving. Which is Officer Worley.

SMITH Qk.

CORDERO He comes running outta nowhere, kicks me in the mouth, punches me withoul even
knowlng what's going on. Not giving me the opportunity to get my hands from here to
where they want them.

SMITH Ok,

CORDERO S0 I'm trying to give them my hands but | fell with my hands in front of me. Cause I'm
trying to stop my fall. That's when both officers are yelling, he's reaching, he's reaching.

it loaks like he's got a gun. And they're beating the crap out of me.

SMITH Ok.

CORDERO They beat me up, after that they handeuffed me. 'm laying there flat as a pancake.
SMITH Ok.

CORDEROD I'm not moving, I'm not resisting, I'm not kicking. In the report he says resisting with that

arrest. So that automatically shows | didn’t do anything to him. 1 didn't hurt, | didn't try

to hurt him, Ldidn't push him, | didn’t pull, | didn’t yank, | didn't (inaudible). So I'm
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SMITH
CORDERO

laying there like a pancake with my handeuffs on and | will nat lie to you, | play tough
guy and | called them a fucking pussy. Because | didn’t like standing here and being
punched in the mouth from behind, That's a sucker thing. And | didn’t do anything to
you to threaten your life as you didn’t, you didn’t explain that in your report. So I'm just
standing here and got punched. And then I'm on the floor the next thing you know. So |
called him a pussy. After that he gets down on one knee and he elbows me right here,
all over again on this side of my head. My whole face was swollen, | got videa footage, |
got pictures, The ER documents explain the same thing. When we get to the hospital |
tell the doctors that 'm afraid of the police officer, | don't want them in the same room,
I'm nervous, I'm petrified and | tried, | asked for a social worker. | {old them, they
thought | was crazy. And um, they did my MRI, he's in the same room with me. | told
them | didn’t want him in there either. He's in there laughing. Looking at me, telling me
that I'm crazy.

Ok,

At one paint when he arrested me and I'm in the back of the patral unit, | don™t know if
its audio recording, and | hope there is, | specifically told him that | own a YouTube
channel and I'm a big YouTuber and that I'm gonna expose him for what he did to me.
He construed that and made me look delu, delusional on the report. He said that | was
slurring things te him like that. That happened to me while | was in the back of the car.
Now as I'm in the back of the patrol car, Officer Worley, the guy that arrived behind him

ta kick me in the mouth when | was already down.

{Inaudible, device covered, moving).

CORDERO

..on the computer and I'm in the back, I'm yelling to both of them, you guys are fucking
grass. When | get out I'm suing your ass, Worley tells corrupt Worley tells David Holt,
the off, the arresting officer, did you hear that? He said he's gonna fucking kill you when
he gets out, And you could hear me in the background if you listen to a audio recarding,
that's not what | said, sir. That is not what | said, But then you could hear me the first
time saying exactly what | told you the first time | said, when | get out, I'm gonna sue the

shit out of you. That's all | tald em so, he gave me a threat, that was one of the charges,
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SHEA
CORDERO
SHEA
CORDERO
SHEA
CORDERO
SHEA
CORDERO
SHEA
CORDERO

the ather charge was resisting without vialence. So why did | get beat up, why did | have
a contusion and concussion? Why did | go to the hospital? Why would | have bload all
over my face? There was no necessary need to beat me up. This was a matter of racial,
racial profiling. When | observed the videa | noticed that the paolice officer was already
in the area, in a residential area driving at least 40 to 50 to 60 miles an hour with no
lights, going back and farth. As if they were creating a sting or looking for sameone. |
noticed upan watching the video that when he pulled me over he, he didn’t pull me
over, | pulled over on my own, so this is all a matter of racial profiling. 'm gonna explain
to you something. | have a very, my car’s in impound, but | have loud speakers. And |
don’t have any tints an my car. | had the same hoodie on, | left the park, 'm sweaty, |
didn’t want to sit in that car, So | remained by the driver’s door with my foot up on the
metal like that. The whole time in the video and he claims in his statement | got out the
driver’s door and rushed him and he had his tazer an me. And that's why all of this, he
beat me up and all of this happened. That's what he's saying that, this is why he
defended hisself and that’s why | got hurt, But if you look at the video, you will see me
calm, calm. Like God. Leaning against the cer and then you'll see him requesting me to
get back inside and then say, wait, wait, wait, no, no, ne. | need you to go to the back,
put your hands on the trunk. You'll see when | get back here, | don't, | don’t make a
move. He hits me....

Alright, we're gonna get, alright we're ponna go back, we’re gonnas do this.

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

We're gonna read all the reports and everything....

I'm not afraid because | know | didn’t do nothing wrong.

No, no, you're fine,

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah,

Now....

I'm, I'm actually motivated,

I just wanted....

Yewh, yeah, yeah.
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SHEA Can you hear any voice or anything an the recording?

CORDERO That's from across the street and it has no audio to begin with,

SHEA Ok,

CORDERO Yeah, yeah, yeah.

SHEA How did you find out that there was video?

CORDERO I“m smart. | knew what they did to me was wrong and | wanted to catch em in the act. |
noticed his report didn’t go with the video. Thank God.

SHEA Yeah, but, how'd you find out there was....

SMITH How'd you know there was video? How did you ...,

CORDERD | went back there with my girlfriend and | seen where it happened. | noticed the camera,

SMITH Oh, ok.

CORDERO And, we didn’t go inside the house.

SHEA Na, no, no, no, no.

CORDERO Yeah, the people were outside walking the dog,.

SMITH Yeah, ok.

CORDERO It was a Mexican family.

SMITH Right.

CORDERO And we asked them, we said, hey man something happened to me. We want to know if
we can retrieve the video. They said that's absolutely fine.

SMITH Ok.

CORDERO
SMITH
SHEA
CORDERO
SMITH
SHEA
CORDERO
SHEA
CORDERO

They did it free will,

0Oh, ok,

What was the address (inaudible) that you got...

I don't remember. But it was across the street from where Lthis happened.
From where (inaudible) stop happened?

What's the house look like?

It's a blue house.

Ok.

Where | got attacked by the officer.
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SMITH ILis, is it....
CORDERO But the house where it happened, it has a beautiful white um, vinyl fencing around it

You can’t see through the fence. 1t's in full, | couldn’t explain to you.

SMITH That’s fine.

CORDERO The mailbox has bricks around it.

SHEA Ok. Well, we will be in touch. We will definitely be in touch.
SMITH You gol my email.

CORDERD Yes, yes, yes, yes.

SHEA And we will get you a copy of this.

CORDERO Yes.

SHEA Either this back or a copy of it. Ok?

CORDERD My thing is, he didn’t think | would go back there and get the video. What he states in
his report is absolutely contradictive to thal.

SHEA Ok. Alright.

CORDERD And that's why [ called the District Altarney’s office.

SMITH Absolutely, And that's why we're here,

CORDERD He thought | was a tough guy huh?

SMITH It may be tomorrow....

CORDERO Yes man, yes man. How can | get that back from you again?

(Both Investigators talking)

SHEA Yeah, we'll bring it back to you,

CORDERC Ok, ok.

SHEA Oh, yeah.

CORDERO Can | just explain something to you two? | never pave permission far anybody to go to
the Lake Wales Police Department to go get a report an me. | had news media, Black
Panther Party, Board of Commission, some girl that warks there, | don’t know her name,
Sarah Jones is gonna be my attorney, she’s the only one that | would think that would go
there and do that. But people already started sharing the video an the internet. Which

I'm scared of because | don’t want my identity revealed, Because | am essential
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informant at one point and |, | retrieved 2 kilos off the street.

SHEA k.

CORDERO And the afficer had the audacity to throw that in the repart, so that makes me look bad.
Yeah,

SMITH Let us loak into that. There's something that we don’t have the answer for right now.

SHEA And you have to realize, some things are public record.

SMITH Right.

CORDERO Gotcha.

SHEA And they, they dan’t....

CORDERO if you, if you, if you go to the Lake Wales Palice, I'm sorry, Lake Alfred Police
Department, they know me very well.

SHEA Ok.

CORDERO i live in a mohile home park where | was buying weed from somebady and | knew that
twa kilos of cacaine were coming in. Yanno what I'm saying? | helped them out with
that.

SHEA No problem.

CORDERO | kinda told them to see if they let me go, | told them | wasn't gonna let no one knaw
they beat me up. It was kinda like a tactic for me to get outta there,

SHEA Wae understand.

CORDERD And they used it against me in my report. Bul | was wondering if you guys could block
that out. Because now....

SHEA well, let us, let us look at everything first,

CORDERD ok, Alright.

SHEA Then....

SMITH (Inaudible, device covered).

SHEA Yeah, yeah, let's, let's...

CORDERO I know what you‘re saying.

SHEA One-step at a time.

CORDERO Yeah, yeah, it's too much,
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SHEA Yeah, one step at a time.

CORDERO Ok, alright.

SHEA Ok?

CORDERO Alright, no prablem,

SHEA We'll be in touch Mr. Cardera. Thank you.

SMITH Alright we just mel with Mr. Cordero, we obtained a thumb drive that he says contains
video of the incidenl. We are pulling away from 1518 North Scenic Hwy. The time now is

11:52 AM, February 9", 2021.

TRANSCRIBED:

February 25, 2021
Lisa Tomberlin, BCI
1 Hour and 5 Minutes
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PERSON INTERVIEWED: AlEerta Tervante,
PCSO LAW ENFORCEMENT: Detective Fulcher

This is Detective Fulcher with the Polk County Sheriff's Office. This is gonna be a recorded interview in
reference to case number 2021-7464. Today's date is February 1g9™ 2021, the current time is 1:23 PM.

This interview Is being conducted at @i East Polk Avenue in Lake Wales, 33853,

FULCHER sir, for the recard, could you state your name?
CHAvARTES  AbertECervanmED

FULCHER And, is that (R

Gumm®  ves sin

FULCHER And your birthdate?

CERVANTES  @DTOE:pntember T

FULCHER Do you have a phone number?

No,

A, a house phone or any?

n T
= =
= =
)] (@)
oL s
m m
- =

My grandma’s.
Grandma? Ok, what's that?
ARRISEHOST
FULCHER Ok. You go to schaol? You doing home schooling?
— Yes, sir | go to school.
FULCHER What grade are yau in?
o 10"
FULCHER 10" grade? You make pretty good grades?
ommml®  ves, si
FULCHER what kind of grades you make?
@y  Uin, C'sand B's,
FULCHER You in regular classes and everything?
oS Yes,sir.
FULCHER Ok, Um, for the racord, could you raise your right hand?
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oy Yo, sin
FULCHER Do you swear and affirm the statement you're about to give Is-the truth and nothing but
the truth?
@I  ves, sir, nothing but the truth.
FULCHER Ok, 56 | talked to you just a secand ago just Lo see if you seen anything and you told me
some stuff that something happened. How lang has it been you think?
G  Like two weeks ago. Like two weeks ago.
FULCHER Dk, So start from the beginning, and I'll just let you tell what happened and what

brought your attention to something and it's that you saw.

Ok. 5o um, | was in the house, whatever, whatever, and | go and | look out the window
and this officer Is pulling somebody over. Or, yeah, the officer is pulling somebody over.
And the dude gets out the car, And | think the dude got out the car before the officer
even got out the car, And he’s sittin there tryin to talk to the officer bu, and then the
officer ends up getting out the car and yanno, they getin front of the police officer

which, which is behind the dudes car, Which is behind....

FULCHER So you're saying the guy driving the car that got pulled over standing behind his car but
infrant of the palice car?

ouilllRg® vcah.

FULCHER Like between them?

QEE®  Like, yeah, in between em.

FULCHER Did you see what he was doing at that peint?

l

No.
FULCHER ok.

l

No. Ok. So, when they got out the car they gat um, where they were talking. | went back
inside and um, | called my grandma. Well I'was already inside, | called my grandma and
whatever, then | walked outside, And when | walked outside, the dude was already on
the floar. He was on the floor, his head was facing um, the house. And his feet were
facing the road. He had black flip flops and grey jacket on. And um, during that while |

was outside, | heard the guy yell, you fucking pussy at the officer. And while he's yelling
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that they're sitting there, it, it looks like they're struggling trying to like, they're, like
they're on the floor but they're struggling trying to, as if he's resisting or something.
Ok.

But, and...

You were standing right in this area out here in the yard?

Yes. | was right here.

And you could, could you clearly see over there?

Yep, from right here.

Ok

They were right there. Right there where that mailbox was.

Was he on the ground on this side of the mallbox or the other side?

No, on that side. Like he was on the grass and his head was facing the house.

Ok. So you could see, could you see between the cars him on the ground over there?
Yeah. It was like, | could see, | could see one officer but [ couldn’t see the other officer
cause the car was right there.

Ok, 50 did you see how he got on the ground?

No, | went to go grab, get my grandma.

Ok. 50, could you tell what they were talking about? Did you hear what they were
saying?

Mo, but what 1 did hear was the guy yell, you fucking pussy.

And that was after he was already on the ground?

Yeah.

And how many officers did you sea?

Two.

Two? Now when the guy was standing up behind the car, did you see the guy that they
pulled aver punch anybody or strike anybody?

The guy that they pulled over ar the officer?

The guy they pulled over?

No, sir.
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FULCHER Did you see any officers hit anybody or punch anybody?

NP o, but it was, it looked like, it looked like they were struggling, fighting on the floor.
Like, like, they, it, it, | don’t know if any punches were thrown or anything, but it was [ike
they were wrestling on the floor, like, for sure.

FULCHER Ok. Like, maybe trying to get him secure or something? Is that what you thought? To put
cuffs on him or something?

Yeah, yeah. But it was like, he couldn’t move also cause the officer’s knee was on him.

l

But they were trying to move him, but he couldn't move.
FULCHER Ok, So from what you're saying it looks like they were wrestiing on the ground trying to

do something.

l

Yeah,

FULCHER But you didn’t see nobody punch anybody, kick anybody anything like that?
h No, | didn‘t see nobody kick anybody, but there was a fot of hand movements. But |
couldn't really, cause the car like, | seen one officer, one officer was like tryin to grab his
arms but | really couldn’t see the other officer, But it was like the other officer was like,
wasn't really trying strike him but it was like, he was, Iike, | don’t know what they were

doing, it was like they were'wrestling on the floor. And out of nowhere | just heard the

guy yell.

FULCHER Started yelling and calling names?
e  vcah.

(tnaudible, both talking)

FULCHER Did you ever see them cuff him up?
S

FULCHER Did you ever see the guy get up off the grmmd?
e ves.

FULCHER What was he doing then?

@emmmees®  Nothing. He got up off the floor and they just um, put hirn in the front, front of the
police car, there was two police cars behind the um, dude’s car. They, he taok him to

the first one. The first car. And he, he was on the doar fike this. It wasn’t like he was
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tryin to, it wasn't like he was tryin run or nothing but it was like they just had him
against the car,
FULCHER Was he saying anything at that time?
aEpwemE®  Nopo. Well, it was like they were talking but | couldn't like understand what they were
saying cause | was right here.
FULCHER Did you shoot avideo of Jt?
opE®  fo.
FULCHER Ok. Do you know anybody that did?
Q@S o, but them people over there, they say, they got a um, they got a camera.
FULCHER Ok.

l

And yeah, and | guess uin, | don't know, the camera, | don’t know if the camera caught
anything cause thare was twa, they were in between the cars.

FULCHER Yeah. Da you think the cars were right about where the mailbox is?

l

Yes, Yes. Cause they were right here.
FULCHER If we walk aver there can you show me like where the front of the one, back of the one

car was that got pulled over?

GEWEEEER  Ves, sir. Yes, sir.
FULCHER Hold on. I'm not, when we get done with this we'll go over there.
Gmgi» oh, ok.
FULCHER Alright, so just to recap. Tell me if I'm saying anything wrong. You was in the house, |

think you might've said, did you say you looked out the window or semething and saw

the traffic?

[

Yeah, | looked out the window and saw the traffic of the two police (inaudible).
FULCHER And the guy was, got out before the officer and then you, then at some point he's
standing behind his car but in front of the police car.

Yeah, no, yeah like when the dude got out he went behind his car and like he just leaned

on his car like this. But it was like he was talking to the officer.

FULCHER Which way was he facing?

He was facing towards the officer’s car.
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FULCHER Was he facing that way the whole time that you saw him?
OPEEREE  Yes, Yes. But he had his hands like, like that.
FULCHER Was he moving them around or anything?

el  No, he wasn't moving his hands around,

FULCHER So then you go, you said you went and called your grandma?

@EEEEEES  Veah, that's when | turned around, | don’t know what happened after that, | turned
around, went to.my-grandma’s roem, got her and then right after that we came, we
came right back outside and the dude was already on the floor.

FULCHER Ok. And you heard him yell that?
QD  Yeah, and then L.
FULCHER Did you, did you hear them yell anything to him?

@hummmns  No. No. [t was like they were wrestling on the floor. No, they didn’t say nothing.
FULCHER In the grass over there?
oS  vep
FULCHER 0Ok. Everything you told me today the truth?

“ Yes, sir.
FULCHER Anybody tell you what te say?
QI Mo, sir.
FULCHER Anybody foree you to lalk to me?
Gl 1o, sir,
FULCHER Ok. This is gonna conclude this interview. The time now is 1:30 PM
TRANSCRIBED:
February 24, 2021
Lisa Tamberiin, BCI
30 Minutes
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PERSON INTERVIEWED: Travis Warley
PCSO LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Detective Fulcher/Detective Brannon
This is Detective Fulcher with the Polk County sherifl's Office. This is gonna be a recorded interview in
reference to case number 2021-7464. Today's date is February 227, 2021, the current time is 1.00 PM.
Location of this interview is at the Lake Wales palice Department in Lake Wales, FL. Present during this
interview is uh, Detective Brannon from the Sheriff’s Office and ..
FULCHER Your name sir?
HARTWELL Detective Hartwell.
FULCHER How do you spell that?
HARTWELL HARTWELL.
FULCHER And your first name?
HARTWELL Ricky. RICKY.
FULCHER And you're a....
HARTWELL I'm his union rep.
FULCHER Union rep?
HARTWELL Yeah.
FULCHER And ma'am, your name?
GELL Debra Gell. 1'm a PB, his lawyer.
FULCHER Ok, you're an atterney that's here uh, representing Officer Worley?
GELL Yes.
FULCHER Is that correct?
GELL Yes.
FULCHER And your name for the record, can you state your name?
WORLEY Uh, Travis Worley.
FULCHER And | want (o let you know before we get started that uh, if at any time you don't want
1o talk to me or answer any questions, you can do that. You understand?
WORLEY Yes, sir.
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FULCHER And you do have an attorney that's here with you. Is that correct?

WORLEY That's carrecl.

FULCHER 0Ok, Mow, what, what, basically what | want to talk ta you about is an incident that
occurred on February the 2", actually February the 5", at approximately 9:36 in the
morning. And | think it's the 200 block of East Palk Avenue,

WORLEY That's Correct.

FULCHER Um, there was a traffic stop that at some point uh, you arrived on and that's what I'm
here to talk about. Do you understand?

WORLEY 1 do.

FULCHER Ok, Have you had a chance to talk to uh, your attorney before we came in here?

WORLEY Yes, | have,

FULCHER Ok. So one of the things | want to get out of the way Is, how long have you been
working, you're a police officer here at Lake Wales, how long have you been doing that?

WORLEY I've been um, employed here at the Lake Wales Police Department for a little over 6
years,

FULCHER Ok. And what are your main responsibilities here at the police department?

WORLEY Right now I'm a patrol officer.

FULCHER Ok. And were you a patrol officer on patrol on February the sty

WORLEY Yes, sir | wis.

FULCHER 20217

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER Ok, 50, the incident that 'm, | wanted to talk about s, it was a traffic stop on a
gentleman by the name of Christopher Cordero. Do you recagnize that name!?

WORLEY Yes, sir 1 do,

FULCHER And Is that a person that was stopped during this traffic stop?

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER And, did you do the stop or somebody else?

WORLEY Someone else did it.

FULCHER Do you know who did that?
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WORLEY It would've been Officer uh, Black.

FULCHER And kinda go through, like, how you got invalved. Like how yau got there, or how'd yau
knaw to go there?

WORLEY Um, I'm not, | don’t recall exactly what was said over the radlo, bul Officer Black was
requesting um, signal 35, which is what we, it's a signal code for help, ah, backup,
assistance.

FULCHER Ok.

WORLEY He requested assistance and | was the closest one to him.

FULCHER AL that time, did you know he was on a traffic stop?

WORLEY Um, no | did not.

FULCHER Ok. And he obviously gave the location of where he was at?

WORLEY Yes,

FULCHER Ok. So you ga there, is anybody else there besides Officer Black when you get there?

WORLEY Uh, Mr, uh, Cordero,

FULCHER Cordero? And once you gat there, did you realize at that point it was a traffic stop?

WORLEY | thought it was at that point. | knew that ah, Officer Black was working traffic that
marning.

FULCHER Ok.

WORLEY Um, we worked the same shift together,

FULCHER What kind of vehicle does he drive, is it like an SUV?

WORLEY It's a, it's a Ford Explorer.

FULCHER With lights on the top and everything?

WORLEY Mhm (yes).

FULCHER Ok. So it's, it's clearly marked as a police car?

WORLEY Yes, siritis.

FULCHER Is your car marked as a police car?

WORLEY Yes, sir it is.

FULCHER Is it a car or SUV?

WORLEY It's an SUV, Ford Explorer,
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FULCHER Ok. S0 it's the same as his?

WORLEY They're identical, yes sir.

FULCHER 0k. 5o do you pull up beside him, behind him, where do you pull up?
WORLEY | pulled up behing him.

FULCHER Behind Officer Black's vehicle?

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER And Cordera’s vehicle, correct me if I'm wrang, was in front of his vehicle?
WORLEY That's correct.

FULCHER Ok. Like a traffic stop would look?

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER Ok. S0 you, whenever you get there where do you see Officer Black at?
WORLEY | see Officer Black standing in front of his marked patral unit,

FULCHER In front of his?

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER Ok. And, did you approach to where Officer Black was at?

WORLEY I did.

FULCHER And did you see Mr. Cordero anywhere?

WORLEY Yes, sir | did,

FULCHER Where was he at?

WORLEY He was standing in front of Officer Black.

FULCHER Ok, So it was in frant of his patrol vehicle and then there's obviously Cordera’s car in

front of that.

WORLEY Right.
FULCHER S0, Is it between the two cars?
WORLEY They were between the two cars.
FULCHER Ok, Did you notice if Cordero was facing Officer Black or lacing away?
WORLEY He was facing Officer Black.
FULCHER Ok. And so, do you hear any, any dialogue when you first start walking up.
WORLEY Yes, sir | did.
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FULCHER What'd you hear?
WORLEY | heard a lot of yelling coming from Mr. Cordero.
FULCHER Ok, Do \‘/m: know what he was talking about?
WORLEY Um, | heard some yelling when | stepped out of my vehicle., My window was closed so

when | apened the door | could begin to hear yelling. Uh, | begin to approach and as |

got close enough to hear um, Officer Black is kind of soft spoken, um, as | approached
Officer Black, | heard him ask for Cordera’s driver’s license.

FULCHER Ok.

WORLEY And then | hear Cordero start the onslaught of the cussing and yelling and screaming at
Kir um, told him he wasn't ganna give him his license, told him he was a famous
YouTuber, um, just a lot of really extremely rapid speaking, it was really loud.

FULCHER 50 what you do recall of thiat is he was saying, he was requesting for his license, he said

he's not gonna give it to him, he's a famous YouTuber.

WORLEY That’s correct.
FULCHER Ok, And what happened then?
WORLEY Um, | hadn't quite made it to him yet, am, I, um, | observed Officer Black go reach for

Cordera’s arm or wrist or whatever he was Lrying to get ahald of. And 1, um, Cordero
pulled back. Like into, | thought he was fixing to run. Um, but he was jusl resisting, not
allowing uh, Officer Black to get ahold of him. Um, at that point Officer Black moved
claser te him and got his hands on him and they began to struggle a little bit and that's
the paint | made it to where | was able to help.

FULCHER Ok. What side did you approach on, that would’'ve been ah, Dfficer Black’s passenger

side or driver's side?

WORLEY The passenger side.

FULCHER Ok, so you come up from the passenger side?

WORLEY Yas, sir.

FULCHER S, when you, you turn in between the vehicles at that point?

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER And they were still in between the vehicles?
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WORLEY They had moved at that point, they had moved over towards the ah, right side of the
vehicle.

FULCHER Qk.

WORLEY Closer ta the curb.,

FULCHER S0, whenever, so you first observed him refusing to give his liceense.

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER Or hear em. And then, does he say anything, does Black say anything to him after he
says no I'm not giving my license or anything?

WORLEY Um, | think he told him, he said, you don't have a choice in it, or something like that.
Your, you have to give me your license.

FULCHER Ok.

WORLEY And he just, it was hard 1o hear Officer Black because of all the yelling that Cordero was
doing.

FULCHER Ok. 50 he went and you saw him go to grab his arm. When he grabbed his arm, was
Cordero facing him?

WORLEY They were facing each other, yes sir.

FULCHER Facing each other? And you saw, you saw him pull away?

WORLEY Yes, sir | did.

FULCHER And then he approached him again and then that's when you got over there?

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER Ok. And then at some point y'all end up an the ground?

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER Do you know how y'all ended up on the ground?

WORLEY Um, Officer Black attempted to assist Mr. Cordero to the ground. Um, he went to his
knees and lassisted Officer Black with pushing him over to a grassy area, which was just
past the curb.

FULCHER Ok, At any time when you was walking up there while Cordero was standing up, did you
see Officer Black uh, punch or strike him at any time in the head or face or body?

WORLEY No, sir | did not.
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FULCHER And once, once y'all got on the ground, what was, what was occurring on the ground?
Did he automatically just put his hands behind his back or did y'all euff him? Or what
happened then?

WORLEY Um, no he immediately, as soon as he went ta the ground, he kinda landed on his or nat
landed but went dawn to his right side and um, and then onto his stomach. But he was,
it was mare him going to his stomach cause we were jusl trying to get ahold of his arms
at that point, Um, and his hands and arms immediately tensed up and went down
towards his midsection, Which | couldn’t see his hands at that point.

FULCHER What were you thinking at that paint?

WORLEY Right in the, as soon as, well not immediately, | thought he was just trying to actively
resist. But when | felt how strong he was and felt he wasn't giving in to get his hands
out, first thing | thought was a weapan.

FULCHER And, once he wasn’t taking his hands out, did you do anything to try to get his hands
oul?

WORLEY U, just continued giving loud, lawful commands for him ta stop resisting, give me your
hands, stop resisting....

FULCHER { mean, like pulling on his arms or anything?

WORLEY 0h yeah. Yes, | was pulling on his arms. On his left arm.

FULCHER Ok. And so you're, you're pulling on his left arm?

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER And what abeut Officer Black? Could you tell what he was daing at that point?

WORLEY | could not, 1 was uh, 1, | said to Officer Black a couple of times, | said, | can’t see if he has
a weapon, | can't see if he has a weapon, | think | may have said, | think he has a gun.
Um, so | actually ot down closer | was down towards his arm, s0 | moved down closer, |
was on my knees Lo 1ry to see as | was pulling. Um, | couldn’t see anything Officer Black
was daing.

FULCHER Ok. And at same point, were y'all able to both get his hands out...

WORLEY Yas, sir we were,

FULCHER _fram under him? And was he cuffed al thal point?

Page 8 of 12
Report Officer Printed At
4319 /FULCHER, ERNEST 03/25/2021 11:40 Page 128 of 157




21-7464 S

POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Date
03/18/2021
Description

Scan0l6.jpg

15:39 | 4319

Statement of
Travis Worley

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information
WORLEY Yes, sir he was.

FULCHER And what happened after he was cuffed?

WORLEY Um, Mr. Cordera was helped to his feet and then he was escorted to the rear seat of

Officer Black's patrol unit.

FULCHER Ok. Was he saying anything at that point?

WORLEY He was saying a lot of stuff.

FULCHER I mean, do you remember anything specifically that he might have said?

WORLEY U, | think he, when he first got to his feet, he starled pleading for Officer Black ta let

him go. He said um, | know how this works, y'all gonna let me go, | don't work for y “all.
Let me go. And then when Officer Black would get a chance to respond and would tell

him, hey buddy that's not how this works, you’re under arrest. He would go back up to
getting loud and screaming again. That happened during the whale entire encounter. It

would bounce back and forth to being calm to ...

FULCHER Did he say anything about wanting to fight anybody or anything like that?

WORLEY Yes, sir he did.

FULCHER What did he talk about?

WORLEY Um, he told Officer Black that if he didn’t have his gun and badge uh, he would kick his

ass. He tald him that he was um, extremely versatile in karate and that if he ever caught

him out on the street he was gonna Kick his ass.

FULCHER Ok,

WORLEY Um, and then he made some other comments that weren't directly towards threatening
Officer Black.

FULCHER Once he was secured, did you see if he had any injuries or anything visible injuries?

WORLEY I never did observe any injuries, no sir.

FULCHER Ok. Did he say anything about being injured?

WORLEY Not in my presence. No, sir.

FULCHER 0k. He say anything about his teeth being knocked out?

WORLEY No, sir.

FULCHER Or tooth?
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WORLEY No, sir.
FULCHER Ok.
WORLEY He talked a lot about attorneys and cases and YouTube and aliens.
FULCHER Ok. Did he mention UFO?
WORLEY Yas, sir he did.
FULCHER Ok. At any time during this incident did you kick uh, Mr. Cordera in the head?
WORLEY No, sir | did not.
FULCHER Did you spit on him?
WORLEY No, sir | did not.
FULCHER And these are basically allegations that he's made.
WORLEY Ok.
FULCHER Which yanno, there is a video of the incident. | don't know if you've seen the video or

not. Um, but the videa's abviously from far away and it's not very clear yanno, you can
cbviausly see that there’s something going on and go to the ground, but um, after he

was cuffed and everything did you see him bleeding or anything from the mouth or lips?

WORLEY No, sir | did not.

FULCHER And once he was put in the car, where did he go from there?

WORLEY um....

FULCHER Or did you, did you go....

WORLEY | wasn't present, | stayed and, I'll explain it te you. Um, Officer Black asked me Lo assist

with um, a tow truck coming to pick up Mr, Cordero’s vehicle.

FULCHER Ok.

WORLLY Um, | went to Mr. Cordero requested me, he said, ane of his calm moments, he said, can
vou get my cell phone for me? So | went Lo his car got his cell phone, um, looked for a
ragistration for Officer Black, came back to the car, stood there with Officer Black as Mr,
Cordero was in the back seat. When Officer Black left, | got in my vehicle um, and sat
inside my vehicle until the tow truck driver got there. He reached in my window, signed
his tow sheet, went and hooked up the tow truck and left, | had, there was ne further

invalvement | had after that.
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FULCHER Ok,
WORLEY | did hear Qfficer Black say an the radio that he was headed to Lake Wales Police

Department to begin the booking process. And while he was here | believe he said that,

hey uh, I'm now headed to Advent Health to the hospital.

FULCHER k.
WORLEY And [ don’t know what the details were of that, | don’t know what took place.
FULCHER Ok. So, whenever Mr. Cordera was an the ground, did you ever see, did you see Black

uh, punch, kick ar hit uh, Mr. Cordera in any way?

WORLEY Na, sir | did not.

FULCHER Ok. And you explained that you were kind of an the side trying to get his hand?
WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER And you said something to him that you know, he might have a weapon.

WORLEY Yes, sir

FULCHER Ok. And whenever somebody says that, it puts everybody an high alert.

WORLEY Absolutely.

FULCHER At that point. And your jab is to basically secure him the best way you can?
WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER Ok. Um, is there any time during this incident that you used any um, racial slurs or

anything towards Mr. Cordero? And the reason I'm asking this because he has said uh,

that that was said uh, by you and | guote, this is from him in his complaint.

WORLEY Yes, sir.

FULCHER Is that you called him a "5pic”

WORLEY No, sir | did not.

FULCHER Ok. And ansther quote, for the record this is a quote, did you ever call him a “nigger”?

WORLEY No, sir | did not.

FULCHER Ok, Did you ever say anything to him about going back to New York?

WORLEY No sir, | did not.

FULCHER Ok. If he said that was something that was said, is that untruthful en his part?

WORLEY I'm, I'm sorry?
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FULCHER Is that untruthful on his part if he says that happened?
WORLEY If he's, if that's his statement, he said that happened, it's 100% untruthful. It did not
happen.
FULCHER Alright. Do you got anything Brannon?
BRANNON No.
FULCHER Ok. Alright. Everything you tald me today the truth?
WORLEY Absolutely.
FULCHER Anybody tell you what to say?
WORLEY Na, sir they did not.
FULCHER Anybody force you to talk?
WORLEY No, sir they did not.
FULCHER Anybody make you any promises or make any threats towards you to make this
statement?
WORLEY No, sir. Mo, sir they have not
FULCHER Ok, This is gonna conclude this interview. The time now is 1:14 PM.
TRANSCRIBED:
February 24, 2021
Lisa Tomberlin, BCH
55 Minutes
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PERSON INTERVIEWED: David Black

PCSO LAW ENFORCEMIENT: Detective Fulcher/Detective Brannon

This is'Detective Fuicher with the Polk County Sheriff's Office. This Is gonna be a recorded interview in
reference to case number 2021-7464. Today’s date is February 22", 2021, the current time is 1:59 PM.

Location of this interview...

FULCHER What's the address here?

BLACK e, GEESROSHEO00 CETE)

FULCHER Lake Wales?

BLACK Yes, sir. (R

FULCHER Uh, present during this interview is Detective Brannon with the Sheriff's Office and

myself, Sir, for the record, could you state your name?

BLACK Yes, sir. [t's David Black,

FULCHER Do you go by anather name as well?

BLACK | go by Colt. It's uh, COLT.

FULCHER 50 most-peaple talk to ya, they-call you Colt?
BLACK Yes, sir.

FULCHER Ok. And what's your birthdate?

BLACK ut,

FULCHER And you live here at this address?

BLACK Yas, sir,

FULCHER And a phone number far ya?

BLACK - G

FULCHER Is that a cell phone?

BLACK Yes, sir.

FULCHER Sometimes | gotta get my glasses out. 5o | basically | come out to your, | called you on

the phone to see if | could come out and talk to you today, and you said ok. | comeout

here to talk to you abaut an'incident that occurred uh, at the Lake Wales Police

Page 2 of 13

Report Officer Printed Al
4319/FULCHER, ERNEST 03/25/2021 11:40 Page 134 of 197




21-7464

POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Date

03/18/2021

15:39 (4319

Supplement No

ORIG

Dascription

Scan022.7ipg

Statement of
David Black

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information

BLACK
FULCHER

BLACK
FULCHER

BLACK
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BLACK

FULCHER

BLACK

Department. Uh, you was in the capacity of a uh, patrol officer. Is that right?

Yes, sir.

And, before 1 talk to you, | just want to read you your rights so you know what they are.
You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say can and will be held against you in
a court of law. You have the right to talk to a lawyer before and during any questioning.
Ifyou cannot afford Lo hire a lawyer, one will be appointed to represent you before any
questioning if you wish, You can decide at any time to exercise these rights and not
answer any questions or make any statements. You understand that?

Yes, sir.

Ok. So basically this pertains to February the 5", um, 21 at about 9:36 AM. Uh, | got
informatian that you conducted a traffic stop on a gentleman uh, who was the sole
persan in the vehicle, his name was Christopher Cordero. Do you recognize that name?
Yos, sir.

And | believe this was in the 200 block of East Polk Avenue in Lake Wales?

Yes, sir.

Da you recall that incident?

Yes, sir.

Ok, What | wanted to do is just, you just go through what happened, um, like how you,
how’d you, why'd you stop him, what happened when you stopped, what was going on?
Absolutely. Um, so | was conducting traffic enforcement uh, in the area, Um, L was, |
forget if | was an um, [ think | was on Bullard, uh, at 3" Street, uh, and he was driving
South on 3 Street. Um, no tint on the windows when he drove by. Uh, | could see that
he didn’t have a seatbelt on. Um, 5o | turned in behind him uh, he ran the stop sign at
uh, 23 and Polk uh, headed uh, headed West on Palk. Um, and also noticed the
registration was expired, Um, so at that time | believe | started to call out on the radio
the traffic stop befare | turned my lights an. Um, and before | could even get my lights
an, he kinda swerved a little bit inside of his lane and locked the brakes up, uh, exited
the vehicle uh, and begin to came back at me. Uh, yanno, just raising cane, yanno,

cussing, carrying on. Um, saying | didn’t have the right to stop him. Um, just extremely
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10-8, um, uh, at which time, and |, from what | remember he was coming al me in a
capacity which put me in fear that he was wanting to uh, fight me ar attack me. Um, so |
pulled my tazer out, 1 told him to um, get back or | was gonna tase him, Uh, at which
time he went back towards his driver seat, um, | told him, yanno, | don’t want you back
in the car. Come back and, yanna, sit on the curb. Uh, so | holstered my tazer, uh, and |
asked for backup sometime in there. Um, and the whole time he was really, really 10-8.
Um....

And what is 10-8 mean?

Uh, just uh, loud, aggressive um...

Was he like yelling stuff at you?

Yes, sir.

What kind of stuff was he saying?

Um, 1, from what 1 can recall he, he was saying um, | didn’t have the right to stop him,
um, | asked for his information and he was screaming ub, | don’t have ta give you that,
P a famous YouTuber. Um..

Information, is that like his driver's license or name or something?

Yes, sir. Um, um, | asked multiple times for that uh, and he refused to give it to me. Um,
| asked him ta sit on the curb and he refused to sit an the curb, Um, um, | think it was
sometime during that point | saw my partner ub, get ready to pull up. Um, and [ told uh,
Mr. Cardera, | said, yanna, if you den’t give me your name, date of birth, license,
anything to identify yoursell I'm gonna, yanno, put yau under arrest, take you to jail for
uh, resisting, for not providing me your information. Um, | tald him why | stopped him. |
said, your seathelt, stop sign, and registration. Um, and uh, he still refused to identify
himself. Um, | told him again, hey you, yau have to co this by law or I'll take you to jail.
Um, he still said nepe. Um, not giving it to you. Um, and | went to grab his arms uh, te
put him, cause he wasn't turning arcund or putting his hands behind his back, so | went
to grab his arms and he was like, he folded his arms acrossed his chest, like this, um, and
started like, pulling away from me, um, back towards his truck.

Did you actually grah onto his arm?
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BLACK At that time | did. Um, |, | grabbed his arm and uh, yanno, tried to get his hand behind
his back and it wouldn’t go. Um, 5o | just decided 1o take him down to the ground where
| could control hir a little bit better. Um, uh....

FULCHER Is he, was he facing you the whole time? Or was he facing away?

BLACK Uh, at that time he was, he was facing me when | grabbed him, he refused to turn
around,

FULCHER Did you tell him to turn around?

BLACK Yes, sir.

FULCHER Ok,

BLACK Um, um, sa when, | think my partner was there at that time. Uh, we took him to the
ground, um, and | was able to get, | was able to get his right hand uh, out from
underneath of him. Um, and when | got his right hand out, my partner said, he’s
reaching for uh, | farget if he said, he's reaching for his waistband or he's reaching, |
forget exactly how he put it. But essentially he was, he was, my partner wasn’t able to
get his left arm out and he was reaching towards his waistband. Um, s, yanno....

FULCHER Who was the person, the, the other person that was there for back up?

BLACK Uh, Officer Worley.

FULCHER So whenever he went Lo the ground, was both of y'all there at that time when he went
to the ground?

BLACK Yes, sir. | believe so. | know there's video of it | think.

FULCHER S0, you tall him that he's, if he doesn’t give you the driver’s license or identify himself
he's gonna go to jail lor resisting?

BLACK Yes, sir.

FULCHER And he refused several times, and you told him to turn around and he wouldn't,

BLACK Yos, sir.

FULCHER He fold his arms, you went to grab his arm, and he pulled back fram you?

BLACK Yes, sir.

FULCHER And did you reach and try to grab him again?

BLACK Yeah, at that time | had his, uh, when his arms were here 1just, 1 tried to grab ahold of
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him, ar | had ahold of him um, and he was a lot bigger guy than me, so | couldn’t yanno,
get a good grip on his arms. Um, and | tried to pry one off yvanne, and turn him around
and | couldn’t.

And is that when Worley came up?

| believe so um, you have to ask him for yanne, exactly when he got there, cause um, he
came up fram behind me.

Ok. S0 ance you go to the ground, you say his arms are underneath him?

Uh, |, his right arm | got about 1o here, um, and his left he had underneath of him. Um,
and um, | didn‘t want to, | was kinda like off to the side of him, all tipped off balance.
Um, and | was afraid if | let go of his right arm to grab the tazer or spray or whatever
that he would yanno, I'd tatally lose that arm. And | didn‘t know if he had any weapons
on him, cause | didn't pat him down or anything yet. Um, and so |, | tald him yanno, hey
give us yaur hands the whole time, uh, Worley was, yanno, shouting at him, hey stop
resisting, um, | kept telling him, giving us your hands, you're under arrest. Um, and he
was continuously screaming the whole time. Um, | don’t remember what he was
screaming. Um, but he, he would not give us um, his left hand um, so at that time per
our uh, policy for aur protective action, um, we're allowed to utilize a brachial stun uh,
sa like right underneath the ear, yanno, on the side of the neck. Um, and all that does is,
is supposed to shack the person, just to stun them for a second.

What do you like, strike em right there?

Yes, sir.

0Ok.

Um, and um, sa instead of letting go of hoth hands to utilize ane of my tools, that was
the, it made sense to me at the time to utilize that strike cause it’s the same level as the
tools. Um, and so at that time uh, | was trying to maintain control of his right arm and |
delivered one uly, like, like, uh, forearm strike, or elbow like, right here. Um, and | tried
to hit him where the, where we're taught to yanno, hit the brachial stun, Um, but | think
it landed a little bit higher than what | intended just cause he was resisting yanno, | was

off balance. Um, | believe the strike hit somewhere around his ear area. Um, as soon, as
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snon as | delivered that ane strike, he immediately brought his other hand around um,
at which time we gol him in handcuffs. Yanno, rolled him over, uh, checked on him. Um,
and he said he urn, at the time he refused uh, medical treatment. Um, and my uh,
supervisor arrived on scene at that time.

FULCHER Was, what, did he say anything that you remember while he was getting cuffed or after
he was cuffed to you?

BLACK Um, he, he said a lot. Um, I'd have to, if I'm being honest, I'd have to go back in my
report cause | remember putting, yanno, his quotes in there as ta what he said. Um,
cause | don't want te misquote anything. Um...

FULCHER 0Ok. So what you wrote in your reporl would be accurate as for what he said?

BLACK Yes, sir. Um, um, so |, yanno, ultimately, uh, charged him with assault on Law
Enfarcement. Uh..,

FULCHER There's a, there's a quote in here that says uh, you 1old him he was under arrest and this

was after he was um, in cuffs and he said, yeah man you can let me go | won't 1ell

anyone.
BLACK Mhm {yes).
FULCHER What was that about, do you remember?
BLACK U, | think um, that uh, he thought um, we hadn’t done our jobs properly. Um, and |

believe that he thought that we were in fear of getting in trouble far deing our jobs that
what he considered being properly. Um, and | think, um, he was trying to bribe us to let
him go. Um, yanno, we tald him, hey like, what’s done is done, you had your multiple
chances to yanno, uh, follow direction essentlally and you refused and then you began
to resist when we tried ta put you handcufts, so yanno, you're going to jail for these
charges.

FULCHER And you put in here, um, that he said he understood why he's going to jail apd
apelogized and said in quotes, | understand why y'all put me down, y'all didn’t know if |
was strapped or not. Do you remember him saying that?

BLACK Yes, sir. | do.

FULCHER And then uh, he got angry again. And then uh, said something about he knew karate and
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you should watch out for him.

BLACK Yes, sir.

FULCHER 0o you remember what, how he kinda said that?

BLACK Um, uh, | knew he had mentioned multiple times that um, whenever he gets out uh, |
better watch my back um, if he saw me on the street without yanno, a gun and & badpe
that he'd whooap my ass and uh, all that kind of stuff.

FULCHER Did he say something which is in your report here that he was gonna claim he was
punched multiple times in the head while handcuffed?

BLACK Yes, sir. He was um, he was making multiple claims um, in the back of the car um, at
which time, | was there, Officer Worley was there, and Officer Joiner was there. Um, he,
um, his behavior was really weird for um, a brief time in the report, like | noted, yanno,
he would be apologetic and say, ok, yanno, | know | did wrang, and then his behavior
would immediately turn to um, yanno, I'm coming for your job, and um, yanno, I'm
gonna lie and y'all stopped me just based on my race. Um, and all kind of claims like
that. And then he would calm down again and immediately become irate again. Um...

FULCHER Ok. Now, before we, y'all ended up on the ground, is there any time that you punched
him in the side of the head or anything from behind?

BLACK Absolutely not.

FULCHER And, at any time when you're on the ground, other than the strike that you said you
utilized, was there any ather strikes that you performed on him, hitting him in the face
or head or kicking him in any way?

BLACK No, sir. Absolutely nol,

FULCHER Did you see Qfficer Worley uh, kick or punch um, Mr. Cordero in the head or the ribs?

BLACK No, sir 1 did not.

FULCHER Did you see anybody spit on him?

BLACK No, sir.

FULCHER Did you hear uh, Officer Worley use any uh, racial slurs....

BLACK Absolutely not.

FULCHER ~lowards him?
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BLACK Nao, sir,

FULCHER Call him any naines?

BLACK Na, sir.

FULCHER Did you hear him say anything about you should go back ta New York?

BLACK No, sir.

FULCHER Ok. Now | was looking at your reports. And | know one report it says his, his fists were

clenched and he was running towards you and you pulled your tazer. Then | saw a
supplemental report in which you sald you looked at the video and your recollect, you,
the next day you got a little bit more uh, clear about what happened.

BLACK Mhm (yes).

FULCHER And you wrote a supplement report saying that you was mistaken about him charging at

you. Is that correct?

BLACK That is correct. Yes, sir.
FULCHER Now, did you feel, did he come at you at any way?
BLACK Um, he, um, based on my recollection, the, the way | wrote the ariginal report, um, and

| swore to that report. Yanna, that's, that's my word. He had come almost all the way up
to my bumper based an what | rermember. Um, per our policy, yanno, our supervisors
have to do a, 2 use of force repart. Um, and so, um, my supervisor went and pulled
video and he, he asked me multiple times, hey are you sure he came at you? | and | said,
yos, sir. Absolutely. Um, and he said, ok, can you watch this video | went and pulled
from a house nearhy?

FULCHER Mhm (yes).

BLACK | said, yes, sir. In the videa uh, he exits his vehicle uny, he doesn’t come any further at
me than the back door of his vehicle, Um, and when | saw that, um, |, | immediately
wrote that other report, like, yanno, that | had made a mistake, my perception was
skewed, um, and um, my uh, |, | wrote in there cause that was a Sunday that | wrote
that report, um, | believe it was Sunday. Um....

FULCHER I think this is on a Friday, this happened.

BLACK Yes, sir. Um, the, the, as soon as | seen the video, uh, that's when [ did the supplemental
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report. It may have been even Saturday. Um, and | put in there that um, | made a
mistake and uh, the assault on Law Enforcement Officer charge needed lo be dropped.
Um....

FULCHER It was signed on the 7%,

BLACK Olk.

FULCHER Yeah, | saw that in the repart, where you ah, so ance you saw the video, you realized
that the assault charge was probably not samething that would've been charged?

BLACK Yes, sir, absolutely,

FULCHER And based on your experience as a law enforcement officer and your training um, the
fact that, as far as from whenever you say he charged at you, everything else after that
is that true?

BLACK Yas, sir.

FULCHER Ck. And you said you looked at the video?

BLACK Yes, sir | did.

FULCHER Ok. Is there anything on that video gonna be different than what you told me today?

BLACK Nao, sir,

FULCHER Do you know of any other videos?

BLACK No, sir | do nol.

FULCHER Ok. Um, 50 has, have you ever had a incident where ah, somebody charged you before
on a traffic stop or at a scene or anything?

BLACK Yos, sir.

FULCHER Can you Lell me aboul that?

BLACK Ah, yes sir. Um, uh, this was 2018 | believe, Um, um, | did a traffic stop on a Hispanic
male an a bicycle. Um, it was April | think 16" of 2018. Um, and uh, he, he ended up
running. Um, and uh, | caught up to him and tazed him and when | tazed him he got up
and attacked me. Um, and uh, we ended up fighting for a long time uh, before back up
got there. Um, and uh, my buddy ended up getting there and um, saving me essentially,
Umi....

FULCHER Did ya, was ya hospitalized during that?
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BLACK Yes, Sir.
FULCHER Ok. Now that incident that you're talking about, because of that incident, does that,

does that put you a little bit more, would that put you a little bit more higher alert in the
future after that?

BLACK Yes, sir,

FULCHER Ok, And, and based on what happened on this traffic stop, was it a stressful situation uh,

pased on the way that you say that he was acting and yelling and things like that?

BLACK Yes, sir.

FULCHER Ok. Did he say anything to you about somebady knocking his teeth out, Mr. Cordero?
BLACK Uh....

FULCHER A tooth or something like that?

BLACK Yes, sir. Um, when we got to the hospital uh, well, from, from the scene uh, transport

him to uh, the police department. Um, and my supervisor met me there just because of
all the claims he was already making um, that were false. Um, just to have two
witnesses with him at all times. Um, and as soon as we got to the police department uh,
he made yanno, claims thal his jaw hurt, um, and we immediately took him to the
hospital. Um, at the hospital that's when he started claiming um, one of his teeth were
knocked out. Um, and | teld the dactor, hey this is what he's saying um, | said the strike,
yanno, didn’t land anywhere near his, his jaw or yanno, teeth that he's saying got
knocked out, um, | said, but can you eheck and give us a professional apinian so if,
yanno, if it was from me, then | can document my report. Um, and the doctors, uh, |
don't know if was doc, | don't know what their rank and stuff is, but the medical staff
looked at him and said it was the tooth had been missing, it wasn’t anything fresh. Um,

it wasn’t bleeding, um, they said it looked like it'd been gone for, it, it didn’t just

happen.
FULCHER Did you see the tooth that was missing?
BLACK No, sir, | didn't.
FULCHER Ok. Was, do you know if there was any photographs taken of his mouth?
BLACK Uh, uh, | don't knew, | didn’t take any pictures. | just don’t know.
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FULCHER Ok. Did you see any injuries on him, visible injuries after the arrest?

BLACK Uh, no sir. Uh, he, he, well his ear was ub, like, just a, like a little bit red afterwards, But
nothing um, yanno, no blood, no obvious big bruises or anything like that.

FULCHER Any blood on his mouth or lips or anything?

BLACK Ah, no sir.

FULCHER Ok. So just once again. At no time did you see, you say you didn't see Worley kick him or
punch him ar spit on him or call ...

BLACK No, sir.

FULCHER ...him any racial slurs?

BLACK Absalutely not,

FULCHER And you're saying that whenever he was standing up, um, in that, one of the allegations
that his, he was, his back was to you and you just sucker punched him in the side of the
face, In the mouth and it knocked his tooth out. Any, anything like that happen at all?

BLACK Ab, absolutely not. Na, sir.

FULCHER And once he was on the ground, the only time he was struck was that uh, with your
elbow uh, what you told me about?

BLACK Yes, sir.

FULCHER Na other hits or punches or kicks?

BLACK No, sir.

FULCHER Ok, Detective Brannan, you got anything or anything you can think about?

BRANNON (No audible response heard).

FULCHER 0Ok. Everything you told me today the truth?

BLACK Yes, sir,

FULCHER Anyhody tell you what to say?

BLACK No, sir.

FULCHER Anybody ah, force you to talk to me?

BLACK Na, sir.

FULCHER Did | make any promises, make any threats to you to say something?

BLACK No, sir.
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FULCHER Ok. This will conclude this interview, the time now is 2:21 PM
TRANSCRIBED:
February 24, 2021
Lisa Tomberlin, BCI
1 Hour and 20 Minutes
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PERSON INTERVIEWED: Dr. Ankit Patel
PCSO LAW ENFORCEMENT: Detective Fulcher

This is Detective Fulcher with the Polk County Sheriff's Office. This is gonna be a recorded interview in
reference Lo case number 2021-7464. Today's date is March the 1%, 2021, the current time is 12:50 uh

PM. The location of this interview is Advent Health in Lake Wales.

FULCHER Is that correct?

PATEL [No audible respanse heard).

FULCHER Let me find a page here. For the record could you uh, state your name?
PATEL Dr. Ankit Patel.

FULCHER How yau spell your first name?

PATEL ANKIT.

FULCHER And.

PATEL PATEL.

FULCHER And yaur birthdate?

PATEL March 57, 84,

FULCHER And is there like an office number to contact you if somebody needed 1o contact you or

something?

PATEL Ul, 1 think it would be this number right here. 863-679-6870.

FULCHER Ok. And for the record, could you raise your right hand? Do you swear and affirm the
statement you're about to give is the truth and nothing but the truth?

PATEL Yap.

FULCHER Ok. | came, |, | talked to you just a second age and | showed you a picture of a
gentleman by the name of Christopher Cordera,

PATEL Correct.

FULCHER And on February the 5™, uh, 2021, he came 1o the emergency room with law
enforcement officers from Lake Wales Police Depariment, do you recall that?

PATEL Correct, yes I do.
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FULCHER And, you did an examination on him and he was, | guess he had some complaints about

injuries or something like that?

Correct,

And | gal a copy of his records, also he signed a waiver uh, to release his records here at
the hospital. Uh, whanever you, |, | see the records and the records say that you
ahserved no contusions, no injuries, na bleeding in the mauth.

Correct.

And it also mentions that you, you saw a chipped tooth and | believe you numbered it
14?

Yep.

And do you remember see, that tooth, what it looked like?

Yes, it looked, it appeared to be an old injury, no fresh uh, blood, ah, no tooth
fragments, nothing.

Ok. And as far as when you examined his face and head, did you see any injuries or
observe any injuries there?

1 did not observe any kind of swelling no abrasions, no lacerations.

And he had a ah, CT scan to check his head | believe?

Correct and face. Yea,

And that came back normal?

Negative. Yep.

Ok. So his head and lace were checked?

Carrect.

Um, this Christopher Cordera, has made a complaint, just to let you know that during
that incident right before he came here.

Yeah.

He was punched multiple times in the face, kicked in the head, kicked in the ribs, did you
soe any evidence that would support that claim?

No, and he did not mention that to me either.

Ok, 50 he didn't....
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PATEL He didn't mention that he was hit repeatedly or multiple times at all.
FULCHER And over your experience as a doctor, i someboady gets punched, kicked in the face,
would you see something maybe?
PATEL Usually some visible effects of getting hit or punched.
FULCHER Ok, Yanno one lime maybe, but yanno, multiple five, six, kicked In the face.
PATEL Correct, yau might see some bruising.
FULCHER Ok. S0 you saw no evidence that would suggest what he, if he said that happened,
would support that?
PATEL Yep.
FULCHER Ok, And the records that we got, those are the correct records that you put in, so that
would be the records we could use on this? Is that right?
PATEL Correct. Yeah.
FULCHER Ok. Um, could you, do you remember what his state of mind was at that time?
PATEL He was very hysterical, he was yelling, screaming, accusing everyone of looking at him
wrong and ub, trying to agitate him and uh, states everyone was racist, uh, pretty much.
FULCHER 0Ok, Did you hear, did you hear anybody call him any names or make any racial
statements towards him?
PATEL No, none at all. Very professional.
FULCHER Ok. Ok, Is there uh, anything else you'd like to add as far as Mr. Cordero?
PATEL Not that | can think of right now.
FULCHER Ok. Everything you, and you're a doctor here at Advent, is that correct?
PATEL Correct, yep, I'm a physician here,
FULCHER In the, in the ER?
PATEL Yep.
FULCHER 0Ok, and you were warking thal day when he came in?
PATEL Correct, yeah,
FULCHER Alright, everything you told me today the truth?
PATEL Yes.
FULCHER Anybody tell you what to say?
Paged of 5
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PATEL Nape.

FULCHER Anybody force you to talk to me?

PATEL Naope.

FULCHER Make any promises?

PATEL Nope

FULCHER To say something?

PATEL No.

FULCHER Ok, This will conclude this interview, the time now is 12:54 PM

TRANSCRIBED:

March 12, 2021
Lisa Tomberlin, BC
10 Minutes
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PERSON INTERVIEWED: Christopher Cordero Pt. 3
LAKE WALES PD;: Detective Fulcher/SAQ Orr/Lt. Russell

This is Detective Fulcher with the Palk County Sheriff's Office. This is gonna be a recorded interview in
reference to case number 2021-7464. Today's date is March the 5 2021, the current time is 9:08 AM.
Uh, the Iocation of this interview is the uh, State Attorney's Office in Bartow at the Courthouse. Uh,
present during this interview is Lieutenant Russell from the Polk County Sherilf's Office, uh, Attorney
Nicale Orr with the State Attorney’s Office and uh, also, Christopher Cardero, um, who will be
interviewed today.

FULCHER Fm ponna set this up here o it'll pick us all up. Ok?

ORR My name is Nicole Orr, and you got sarved with uh, an investigative subpoena by
Detective Fulcher last week. | just wanted to take a moment to explain to you what that
investigative subpoena means.

CORDERO Yes, ma‘am.

ORR Detective Fulcher began an investigation about some allegations you made against
some officers at the Lake Wales Police Department.

CORDERO Carrect.

ORR He came to your home and he tried to interview you and you indicated that you weren't
interested, And that's fine but he needed to do an interview. 5o, when that happens
sametimes, we have to issue an investigative subpoena and bring you down.

CORDERO Ok. Alright, thank you.

ORR When you're served with that subpaena um, it means you don't have the right ta
remain silent, you have to answer these questions. But wilh that comes some
protections for you, Which means, we cannot charge you with a crime for what you talk
about here today. If you were (o say thal you did something, we couldn’t charge you
with that crime. The only crime that can come from this interview is the charge of
perjury. Should you lie about something material ta this investigation, that we could
prove that you lied ahout, that’s the only charge that could come from today. So that is

what happens with being given the, or being told that you don't have the right to
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remain silent. 8e, it would be the issuance of this subpoena.

CORDERO Mo problem.

ORR Do you have any questions abaut this subpoena?

CORDERD Uh, na. |, in the beginning I'm like, um, cause yanno, somebody like me that's not
experienced going to court and doing all this....

ORR Right.

CORDERO ol 1, I've been arrested a couple of times, but this is my first time um, being a witness
and uh, yanno, | just know like, yanno, | don’t wanna cause any more trouble. This was
too much for me. It was traumatic, 5o | didn’t want to say something out the regular....

ORR I understand.

CORDERO _.and then they try to use it against me. Cause that's what they do.

ORR Well that is nat the point of it. The paint of its, the sheriff’'s Office was tasked with an
investigation and to do a complete investigation....

CORDERO Caorrect.

ORR _.it means they have to interview you. So they have to come to us to help for this to
happen.

CORDERO Nol you puys, just the palice. U'm just, | dan't want no more problems with them. Cause
if | say something and yanno, they'll try to use to their advantage and they already have
tried to manipulate to say things that never happened during a interview,

ORR I'm now going to place you under eath. lust also, ta be clear, uh, while this recording is
gaing on....

CORDERO Yes, ma’am.

ORR ..it would be very hard for someane to uh, if they had to transcribe it and Lype it out
later, Uh, hard if we talk over each other.

CORDERO That's fine.

ORR So try to wait until Detective Fulcher's done speaking and he'll try to wait 1l you're done
speaking....

CORDERO No problem.

ORR ...just that way it’ll be very hard to um, 1o, 10 do so, um, if we talk over each other.
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CORDERO No prablem.

ORR 50, would you raise your right hand please?

CORDERD Yes, ma‘am.

ORR Do you swear or affirm that the testimony that you're about to give Is the whole truth
and nothing but the truth....

CORDERD Yes, ma'am.

ORR ...50 help you God? Thank you.

CORDERD Yes.

FULCHER Alright Mr. Cardero. Um, like she said, I'm, | wanted to talk to you about allegations that
you made uh, during a traffic stop uh, in Lake Wales by the La ke Wales Police
pepartment, U, in, in particular it was two officers uh, that were on this traffic stop at
some poinl. [s that correct?

CORDERO Yeas, sif.

FULCHER And this happened on February the 5, uh, 2021, it was in the morning, time uh, a little
after 9:00 or so, around that time. Ok?

CORDERO Yeah,

FULCHER Um, | just want you to go through, and I'm ganna let you talk about what happened
during that stop, why you believe you got pulled over or why you shouldn’t of got pulled
over, whatever your statement is....

CORDERO Yes, sir,

FULCHER .and uh, what happened uh, during that stop.

CORDERO Yes. So, | was heading to Publix to get taco meat and um, some prescription. And um, as
| was cutting through a street called 3, | think it's called 3" Avenue and 3 Street, Um,
hefare it hit Palk Avenue, um, | noticed a SUV behind me. He didn’t have any lights an
and he was drivin real close 1o my car. And kinda just like swerve, not swerving in and
out of the lane, but like, erratic. And then | realized him for a while just drivin behind me
and it's like, he's not putting light on, he's just real close 1o me, and is there a problem
here? Yanno, | felt, | felt, | felt threatened. So, | stop at the stop sign, he stops behind
me, | saw him priorly to, to me stopping at the stop sign, | let him know that | was aware

Page 4 of 45
Report Officer Printed At
4319 /FULCHER, ERNEST 03/25/2021 11:40 Page 154 of 197




21-7464

POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Date

03/18/2021 |15:39 (4318

Supplement No
ORIG

Description

Scan005. jpg

Statement of
Christopher Cordero Pt. 3

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Infarmation

about that too. Cause he's tryin to pive me a ticket for not stopping at that stop sign.
And if you watch the video footage from the residential home that I've provided to the
DA you could see his vehicle stop at the stop sign. | believe thatif [ was running from the
law and | ate that stop sign, his vehicle would've never stopped at that stop sign. You
can see it on the corner of the screen. You can see he 5UV patrol unit stop. 5o | did stop.
U, second, | just want to natify you guys that | also had my seathelt on. Um, it is very
important, I'm very aware how much a ticket costs for a seatbelt. Cause |'ve had one

bafore. And [ no longer drive um, under those conditions, So, he lied about that too.

FULCHER S0, just, just go through just from the beginning of the stop to the end and then you can
go through yanno, what you think....

CORDERO Ok.

FULCHER ...happened or didn't happen, that kind of thing.

CORDERO Alright. So yanne, | stopped my vehicle, | was upset, | immediately stopped my car. |
wanted to know why he was following me. He was too close to my vehicle, he was play,
playin around hehind my car with no lights. So | pulled over before he could even put his
lights on and 1 just felt like | was being racially profiled. My car does not any tints. It's an
older 97 Saturn. You can see right through the window. Um, second, | had a hoodie on
and [ was playing really loud music. o, | believe that yanno, | was a victim of racial
profile. Um, | wouldn't say because of my nationality but | would say mast likely because
| look like a suspicious person behind the wheel with a hoadie on.

FULCHER Ok. S0 you stopped before he turned his lights on?

CORDERO Yeah.

FULCHER You meaning like his, like red and blues?

CORDERD Yeah, there was o lights. | made sure that | stopped and then |, when | got out the car,
just ta show him that I'm geing to respect him as an officer, cause yanno, iU's the right
thing te de. | remained by my car from the driver’s door to the, to the back.

FULCHER S, when you got out of the car, what happened once you got out of the car?

CORDERO When | got out the car, he asked me if | had an 1D, but he has his, his tazer drawn
already, he was, he was, he was upset. Um, yelling, cursing at me, um, | specified to him
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that | don’t have an 1D, it made him more irate, He kept pointing his tazer at me telling
me he’s gonna, he's gonna taze meif | if | don't get back in the car. So, at that point [ et
him know that | had an 1D but it was in paper format. Because right naw with the
Corona virus, the DMY, they're not providing 1Ds for 30 days and | had an appointment, |
just got my 1D priarly, about a couple of days ago. $o 1 infarmed him that | had a
documentation, which | have here, um, whichis an 1D that the DMV gives you befare
yau could actually have an ID because about 2 months ago | got pulled over by a cop, |
dign't have insurance, it lapsed, he took my 1D and broke itin half, | tried to specify all
this to him, but he didn’t want to hear. He was more angry than, than ohservant to what
| was saying verbally. | noticed that. | noticed his eyes were dilated, his, his, his gun was
withdrawn, it was almost like he was angry, he was frustrated with me and yanno, |
have no idea why. But | did tell him that | have an 1D, But it’s in paper format, he didn’,
he didn’t hear that, it went into one ear and another. Um, at one paint, when my car
stop, | get out the car, | remained by the vehicle at all times. Um, he's already got his, his
tazer out and he's cursing at me, telling me he'll put me under arrest if | don't give him
an ID. Um, he said a bunch of things ta me Lo manipulate me to scare me. Uh, tellin me
'm gonna go Lo jail. And | specifically told him, that | know the law. A little bit, not a lot.
put | warned him that, that he cannot arrest me because | don't have an ID onme. It's,
it’s something that the Sheriff’s Department took from me. | didn’t have that
documentation. | allowed him to know that, Um, so, like | said, when | stopped my car, |
remained by the driver’s door. Between the driver's door and my vehicle and at one
point | can remember him telling me, | need you to get hack in your car and sit down,
we'll figure this cut. I'll run your plate, we'll see if you have an ID, whatever, 5o atone
point | went 1o go get back inside the car and he’s yelling at me, cursin, you know what?
Can | curse?

FULCHER Yeah.

CORDERO vou know what? Get the f, get the fuck over here. Get, get to the back of your car! Face
your vehicle, put your hands on the car, I'm gonna search you to see if you pot a

weapon. 5o, yanno, | believe that this coulda all been yanno, verbally discussed and
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deescalated if he woulda just been patient when he allowed me to go back in my car
when | went Lo grab that door, | believe that if | was sitting that seat, this would've
never happened. | would've went 1o Publix, got my taco meat and my medication and

went back home. This coulda all been avoided.

FULCHER S0 he said to go to your trunk and put your hands on the trunk?
CORDERO Yeah, that's right before he asked me to go sit in my car.
FULCHER Ok.

CORDERO It's like he had a sudden....

FULCHER So what, so, so what did you go to the back of your car and put your hands on the
trunk?
CORDERD Yeah, he had a sudden change of mind and | went to the back of the car, put my hands

an the trunk, but it seemed like he was doing something in his car, so | would just turn
around and keep Laikin to him and asking him, why you doin this to me, this is against
the law? You can see me going like this, turnin around and talkin to him. [ never
threatened him, | never moved, | never bolt, nothin. o | remained like this, This is in less
than 2 minutes. So he comes from behind me, I'm thinkin I'm gonna get patted down for
a weapon. And the next thing you know, he sucker punches me. But he doesn’t do it
immediately, he does it immediately but like, he grabs my body and faces me towards
the grass and then you could see him throwin the hook on the video. Which, which |
have documentation here that says | have a contusion and a cracked tooth on the side

of my face, on my left side of my face which he alse never stated in his police report.

FULCHER Ok. 5o, you're facing away fram him and he punches you?

CORDERD Yeah. I'm like this.

FULCHER What side of the face did he punch you on?

CORDERO Right here.

FULCHER The left side?

CORDERQ Yeah, yeah. It was, it was a blow to, to the jaw. Um, it my ear, but it, it, it, it went like

this. | could feel it. It was almaost like mush punch,

FULCHER Ok. So what happens then?

Page 7 of 45

Report Officer Printed At
4319 /FULCHER, ERNEST 03/25/2021 11:40 Page 157 of 197




21-7464

POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Date

03/18/2021

Descriplion

15:39 (4319

Supplement No
ORIG

Scan008.jpg

Statement of
Christopher Cordero Pt. 3
CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information

CORDERO After that, the other officer comes and helps him ta take me down. And they, they take
me like a ragdoll Lo the ground. I'm faced an my stomach, My hands by my waist line.
He's got his knee on my back, | have no way of getting my hands out in front of me. |
mean, I'm 256 sounds. So, I'm a big dude. It's, it's hard for me to get my hands out. And
the only thing | could hear them doing is yelling, he's reaching for a gun! Continuously,
really loud. Because then | noticed there’s peaple behind us across the street watching
the incident, And that's when they started yelling that even louder, and louder, and
louder and louder. And that's when | received the, the abuse. Mare abuse.

FULCHER well, can you explain to me what.....

CORDERD Yeah.

FULCHER ...abuse you're talking about?

CORDERO So, as 'm layin there on the grass, um, | can recall my right face on, on the grass, my
right side of my face is on the grass, my hands are in front of me by my waist line. I'm
laying flat on my stomach, my feet are spread apart, officer’s gat his knee on my back
and 1 can just remember him elbowing me in the back of the head and after that he
punched me in the back of my head, right here on the side, right here. So there was
elbow here to the dome on the back of the head, there was also a punch to left side of
my face which medical documents and MRIs prove that he cracked my teeth and also
caused me to have concussion and a cantusion which | have my medical documents.
Um, which he didn’t specify in his repert. After that | was unconscious for | don’t know
how long. | kinda fell asleep, that, that elbow to the head kinda, it made me pass out, it
was hot outside, [t was early morning, | was tired, | ju, | just yanno, pet motivated for the
day. Sa, | got my conscious back and when realized what they had done to me, | told
Officer David Colt Black and Worley that they were pussies for what they did to me.
Because yanno, this was a traffic infraction. Um, you asked me to get back in my car at
ane point and then you gonna ask me 1o get back out only to abuse me. 1 told em, | said,
you're wrang for what you did and 'm gaing to sue you. That, that was exactly my
words to the police. Um, after that, | received more abuse, |, | really, um, I'm layin on my

stomach and | can remember calling them a pussy. Both, well | said it more, more, my
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face was facing David Colt Black when | called them a pussy. But Warley, Officer Worley
decided to be a hero after | called him, the other cop a pussy, spits in my face, and calls
me a spic. And, and the N word. He used it all together in ane phrase. I've never heard
that in my life. I'm from New York. 'm, it must be a Florida terminology. But, he called
me a spic-nigger. Spit in my face. And then he punched me in the head and kicked me in
the rib, and um, you could hear people across the street yelling, | don't know wha it
was, but you could hear the people across the street yelling, why did you hit him when
he's handeuffed? Why did you kick him? Why? You could hear kids, you could hear
mathers, And | could tell they Hispanic. |, 1, I, | kinda looked back and | can see a whole
family leaning aver the fence asking Worley why did you hurt this guy? Um, yanno, | was
in flip flops, 1 didn’t even have sneakers an, |, Host, | lost balance when they did that 1o
me. Yanno, my hands fell in front of me. | wasn't fighting them. it says no resisting
without violence on the palice report. I, | had no violent um, | had no violence in me, at
all. Mentally or physically. | was just curious, | didn’t understand the situation, that why

was | being abusad? If this is all a traffic stop?

FULCHER $o, 50, 50 the allegation that you're making is that you were punched and kicked....
CORDERO Correct.
FULCHER ...and spit on....
CORDERO Yes.
FULCHER w..and called a racial slur?
CORDERO Racial slurs. Yes.
FULCHER Now, haw many times, from when you got out of the car, you sald that, which officer
sucker punched you?
CORDERO David Colt Black.
FULCHER And is that the one who originally pulled you over?
CORDERD That's the original one guy that pulled me over.
FULCHER Ok. And so, he had punched you ene time while you were standing up on the side of the
face....
CORDERD Uh, just to, to, to do the sweep, whatever they were gonna do to me.
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FULCHER 0k.

CORDERD And then | could alsa Teel his hand around my rib. It was like a quick.

FULCHER And then you went to the ground?

CORDERO Yes.

FULCHER Were both officers there when you went to the ground?

CORDERO Yes, they were both there, Worley's on my right, David Colt Black’s on, got his knee on
my back.

FULCHER 50 once you got on the ground, you said that you were punched?

CORDERO Yeah, I'm laying like this on my stomach, with this uh, right cheek to the, like this with
my fee spread out.

FULCHER S0, how many times were you punched ar hit in the head?

CORDERQ To be honest ta you | was punched and kicked more than | can remember, But what |
specified to you is what | only remember. Ui, when you're being brutalized and layin
on the fleor it happens (snapping fingers) very fast. It's not like you can remember how
many counts of a punch they did or how many kicks. But |, 1 could remember kicking and
punching.

FULCHER Did you get punched in the face?

CORDERO Yes, by, uh, Colt Black.

FULCHER Ok. And when you're on the ground, did you get punched in the face?

CORDERO Yes, for calling him a pussy. That's when he came hack down and used his elbow.

FULCHER I the face or in the head,

CORDRERO Right here, an the side of my face.

FULCHER Side of the face? Who did the elbow?

CORDERO Uh, Colt Black.

FULCHER Ok, And then you said that you got hit again?

CORDERO By Worley.

FULCHER And what kind of hits were those? I'm sarry.

CORDERO It was um, he punched me right here, like on this peint of my head, right hare. And spit
in my face. | could, | could feel the spit going down my eyeball, It dripped into my mouth
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and everything. I, | could basically taste his spit a5 I'm laying there in cuffs
FULCHER Ok.
CORDERO Yeah, He, he spit on me. Yeah.
FULCHER Other than getting punched in the face when you're standing up, did you get punched in
the face while you're on the ground?
CORDEROD Yes.
FULCHER And that was the side of the face by?

CORDERD Both officers.

FULCHER Punched you in the face?

CORDERD Yoah. Black, later, later on after | called him a pussy. And | wouldnt claim it was a
punch, it was more like an elbow that slided off of my face having his, probably like the
side of his hand or maybe his arm hit me. Like | said, I'm just laying there, | ca n't see
fram behind me, so | don't want this being used against me and someane saying, hey

man, you're lying about this, But | could just feel the, the, and | got the medical records.

FULCHER Ok. And the medical records that you're referring to, is that when you went to the
hospital....

CORDERO That's when they took me to the hospital.

FULCHER When they took you to the hospital?

CORDERO That same recard, yeah.

FULCHER And it says you had a, have a concussion?

CORDERD Contusion, | could be mistaken, | don’t, | don’t know medical terminology, but it said
something about a concussion or a cantusion. | might be getting the words mixed up.

FULCHER | have the records from the hospital,

CORDERD | think it's a contusion. | den’t even know what a contusion is. But, | believe when | was
laying there, | did have a concussion. But according to medical records um, thisisa
cantusion, which | don't know what that is,

ORR I'm not a doctor bul....

CORDERO Yeah.

ORR ....a5 a bruise.
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CORDERO It was on the side of my face. And the officer never stated that in the report that he,
that he punched me or what, um, and did all that. It wasn’t a punch, it was more like a

clbow that slid off of the hand or fist.

FULCHER Now, we jo back to the traffic stop, whenever you stopped. Were you upset that he was
following you?
CORDERD Yeah, | was. | was upset because | noticed that | did stop at the stop sign. Um, | wasn't

upset at the moment he was following me cause I'm thinking that maybe, maybe,
maybe my, yanno, maybe my tag is expired. But | was upset when he told me that um,
that | didn’t have a seat belt and | ate the stop sign. That's the only time | was upsel.

Because | knew it was a lie.

FULCHER But were you upset when you got out of the car to ask him why he was following you?
CORDERO Um, | was curious. But | wasn't upset, You can’t be upset with the police. it's their job.
FULCHER Were you agitated that he was following you?

CORDERO | wasn't agitated. | just curigus to, ta verify like, why are you following me? [t was very

suspicious. But in my body and mind there was no anger.

FULCHER Qk.

CORDERO Yeah.

FULCHER Um, did you ever tell anybody that whenever, that you kinda regret getting out so upset
of your car?

CORDERO Um, upset to me, just means like, yanno, | was curious to finding out why you're
following me.

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERO I'm not really upset with the police officer. It's his job, like | sald, itU's his duty 1o, to do
his job. | was more curious to why he was driving so close hehind me without lights,

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERD Yeah.

FULCHER When you first got out of the car, did you start walking towa rds his car at all?
CORDERO No.
FULCHER Did you walk....
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CORDERD | just took ahout..,

FULCHER ...towards the back of your car?

CORDERO 1 just took about three to four steps. Um, from my driver’s door and | remained on the

side of my car, took about three, four, maybe about three, three and a half feet. | did n't,
| didn’t, | didn’t charge him like he said | did.
FULCHER S0 il, so what you're saying is you did, you did nothing to provoke anything, any of this?
CORDERO No, um, the, the oaly thing | did wrong that | realized that | should not have done was |
should've sit in the driver’s seat um, because when the police pull you over, it's the right
thing to do. Um, like | said, | was just curious to why he was following me. | felt like | was
being profiled. And he was driving very, very close hehind me. Very close. It was almost

like he just wanted to start some trouble,

ORR You mentioned something about your tag.

CORDERO Yeah, my tag, my lag was expired. Yeah. And | just went and renewed it recently.
ORR But at that time it was expired.

CORDERD Yeah. So he basically had a right to pull me over. |, that, that | do admit.
FULCHER Whenever he asked you for your license, you said, you said you didn’t have no

documentation....

CORDERD | told him | didnt have one.

FULCHER ....of your driver’s ficense, Did he ask for your name?

CORDERO He didn't ask for my name.

FULCHER He didn‘t ask your namae?

CORDERO No, he didn't ask me for my name.

FULCHER 0Ok.

CORDERO Yeah. | did tell him | had my registration in the glovebox, Um, he never even went to go

check. They did that later on after | was in the back of the palice cruiser.
FULCHER Did you ever um, tell him you're not gonna give him yaur name?
CORDERO Ne, | never told him that,
FULCHER That you was a famous YouTuber?

CORDERO i did tell them that at one point. He asked me what | was doing priorly about an hour
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ago, and | told him | was at the park working on a video on my laptop. That | awned a
YouTube channel with 25,000 subscribers and it was UFO channel.

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERD | never said anything about aliens or none of that, They tried to write a reverse repart
and claim that | said something about UFDs, 1 just own a famous YouTube channel. |
wasn’t botherin nobody.

FULCHER And | guess you were interviewed by somebody at Lake Wales, is that correct?

CORDERD Correct.

FULCHER Ok. And during that interview, um, .....

CORDERO I cut it short.

FULCHER ...l think you, you left before it was over.

CORDERO Yeah. | eut it short, | told them that's it. But | didn’t give them the whole story the same

story that | gave you guys on the written report. | didn't give them the whole story cause
I didn't feel comfartable, | felt like he was more interested in protecting his officers and
interrogating me. And | did not want to be interrogated. Um, and he was manipulating
wards, saying things that | didn't say. So, | just wanted out of the room.

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERO And um, at one point he, he, uh, he didn’t want to let me leave, He told me he was
conducting an investigation, And | told him | was in fear of my life. His attitude from the
beginning was bad

FULCHER You were in fear for your life in the ...

CORDERD Yeah, he had, be had a Glock 9 on, on, on, on the desk. And a bunch of guns all around
the file cabinets. They were loose. I'm sure you've been in his office before and you've

seen them yourself.

FULCHER And where were you sitting in his office?
CORDERO | was sitting in the chair when you first come in. Like this.
FULCHER 50 the door would be behind you?
CORDERO Yos, the deor was locked and there was guns everywhere, | was scared.
FULCHER The door was locked?
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CORDERD Mhm (yes). Not locked with a lock, but it was closed. 1t was shut.

FULCHER Ok, So yall were....

CORDERO | was scared.

FULCHER ..in @ private setting?

CORDERO Yeah. | was scared. | was wondering why there's a black, long, black Glock, | don’t know

iFit was a 40 eal or Glack, but it was, it was a hefty looking gun. And | was wondering
like, why am | being interviewed with this gun on the table? And you can see weapans
and, and casing, the clips and all. You can see all that around, | didn’t feel comfortable in
that room at all.
FULCHER Diel the gun stay there the whale time you were there?
CORDERO He put it away eventually, But it was like, he, he, he, | felt like he left it there fora
reason. It was a set up probably. Yanno. in my mind, after what happened to me with

this officer.

FULCHER Did, did the person interviewing you, did they sit across fram you at a desk?

CORDERO Rtight on the other side, like right here.

FULCHER Did they ever get up?

CORDERO Um, he didnt get up but he, uh, during the interview he takes the gun and he puts itin,

in, in a drawer.

FULCHER Ok,

CORDERO Yeah, Later on., But when | come in the room he wasn’t responsible. He didn’t put his,
his weapon away.

FULCHER k.

CORDERD And that, that, to me, can | be honest to you? That is a very awkward situation. | cut the
interviow short and | told him that's it. But the wasn’t the whale story of what really
happened. Um, guns an the table, | could sec another AR um, on the dresser, | dan't
know if it was an AR, but it was a longer, like a rifle looking gun. And I'm, I'm just
nervous, | didn’t want to be in that reem. But um, | see you guys got that interview,
Because 'm sure he told you about it. But did he tell you the first time | met him? And

what was said in the room?
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FULCHER No.

CORDERO Um, may | speak on that?

FULCHER Yeah.

CORDERO Alright, thank you, Um, so, |, | called him, | called the palice station on a Friday, This was
after the incident. The following Friday. And | called him and |, and 'm like, hey yanno,
yau guys dropped my charges would you be interested in helping me get my car out of
re, um, repossession? Um, and he basically told me, no problem. Come here Tuesday,
I'm off Monday, but I'll help you with that. Um, and um, that was the reason for me
really going over there to do this so called interview. And um, befare the interview and
all that, he, he told, he was very palite, he started off, yanno, telling me he knew David
Colt Black since he was in diapers and that his father’s a good friend of his and that
they've been working with him through his traumatic stress. Um, that he's heen having
urn, PTSD issues and also mental health issues. He admitted this to me. He basically
played like he was feeling bad for me. And | specifically asked him, | said, well if you
have an afficer that has PTSD and mental health issues and you've been working with
him, those were his exact words, this is coming from uh, Detective Croshy. Um, |
specifically ask him, why are you employing him? And he said, look we know him for
awhile we're just warking with him, this is the, this is the lieutenant’s son. Um, and after
that he tried to interrogate me. And when | wasn‘t giving him the answer that he tried
to manipulate to have me say something that, that never happened, he became irate
and started talking on top of me. Saying that | had a video of someone who recorded
the incident and that [ told him that ) have a video of Worley hitting me. | never told him
that, He was trying to manipulate me to say something that, that never happened. 5o |
was really, my intention was to go there to get my car out of repossession, But there's a
paper on the table and a recording device um, saying when you ot on that chair right
there, but his was silver. And | just remember, he wanted me to sign this paper and he
wanted me to give him an interview, an investigation before he would help me with my
vehicle, Now, 1 give him this interview. | give him a couple of answers he's lookin for.

And at the end of the interview, 1 told him that I'm uncamfortable, cause he's talking on
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top of me, he's trying to make me say words that never happened, things that never
happened. So | just wanted up and out. I was in fear of my life, there was guns on the
table. S0 towards the end, we're walking down the hallway to leave. And he has to push
this door apen in order to let me out of the corridor, carridor not the, not the exiting
door of the building. S0, he opens the corridar and um, | ask him once again, I'm like,
yanno, you made me come here taday to get my car. Are you gonna pay for my car? And
you could, you could hear him screaming at me, I’'m not paying for nothing! And that
was the end of that. That's how that ended.

FULCHER Did you, did you record that conversation?

CORDERO Yes, | did.

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERO | didn‘t record him. But | recorded the conversation, | had my phone in my pocket. It's
just audio. No, face, nathing. But he does specify in the recording, um, | did ask him, |
said, whal's your name again? And he says, Detective Crosby.

FULCHER Ok, And when you first came in, you were recording and he told you to turn it off?

CORDERO Yeah, and, and, that's the recording that 1 wish | had. Because at one point | um, | tald
him that | don't want to do an interview, | would like to get with my attorney before |
open my mouth and speak to him. And he told me, um, | don’t have the right to an
attorney. This is exactly what he told me. And he also told me that, you need to shut
that phone off, you're net recording me. And then | proved to him, | hit the, the red
button and then 1 deleted it right in front of him, So | proved to him that | was recording,
but once | had the phone and | was putting It in my pocket, | went to the thing real quick
and 1 started recording because |, | didn’t want Lo get set up. | knew what he was doing,
he was interrogating me to say things that | didn’t want to say. Things that never
happened,

FULCHER Ok. As far as that interaction with him, s that all that happened with him?

CORDERO Um, there was a time | met him priorly, before that, Uh, about a week ago, | sat in his
office.

ORR A week before this? Or a week ago this from today?
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CORDERD Aweek from that interview where | felt intimidated.

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERO | can't remember dates right now.

ORR But it was a week before that, or a week after that?

CORDERO A week before that,

ORR Ok.

CORDERO Yeah, so a week before that | meet him for the very first time. And um, thisis a

sympathy visit. This i< just me getting to know him,

FULCHER Like he came to you or you went to him?

CORDERD | went over there to see if | can get um, six months of complaints on each officer um, to
see yanno, if they have any history doing what they did to me to other people. | spoke
ta a clerk um, she told me those documents wouldn't be ready for another maybe a
couple of days. Give her some time to get em. Um, and then she addressed that one of
the detectives wanted to talk to me. $o | go and see Mr. Croshy again. We ga to his
office. And this is a sympathy visit. He's just feelin bad for me. Tellin me that um, they
even called Black had mental, mental health issues. And that they been working with
him. Um, due to a prior incident that he had where someone tried to scratch or bite or
do something to him in @ orange grove. So then | go home, look up the article and | see
that he's not lying about that, Um, | did realize he specified that they said they're
warking with him. With his medical conditions. So that's when | knew the officer had
mental problems.

FULCHER Ok, Now, we'll go back to the, to the traffic stop. Um, did you ever tell anybody that
you, you got out of your car, slammed the door and you were upset?

CORDERD No. | never told nohody that.

FULCHER Ok, Well, | do have a recording of you saying that, And, and that's why I'm asking you.
Cause you know, you might not remember everything you said.

CORDERO | mean, | remember the things | said. Upset, yeah.

FULCHER That's why I'm asking you, why you were upset because | think....

CORDERO Yeah.
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FULCHER ...l think that you were upset that he was following you....

CORDERO I think so.

FULCHER ... and you wanted 10 get out and say, why are you following me.

CORDERO Exactly. | wasn't angry. | was upset. Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER Now, and, and, and getting out and being upset could this officer perceive you as being
upset?

CORDERO It's ok to be upsel. Yes, yes.

FULCHER It's ok.

CORDERO Yes. | was just curious to why | was being um, he followed me though for a long time

hefore he pulled me over.

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERD Um, this is, | don't even know the street that, | think it was the same street the police
station is on.

FULCHER And sometime, and then sometimes to, to explain that, yanno, officers might get behind
you and they might run your tag ar they might look for a spot that they want to pull you
over that's better for them,

CORDERO Carrect.

FULCHER So they might be behind you for a little bit.
CORDERD l understand the law and | respect him for his job. He was doin his job and | gol upset.
FULCHER And, and, and, yanno, | do have a copy of that video and I've watched it aver and over

again. Zoomed in, zoomed out and il looks like you stopped pretty quickly.

CORDERO 1 did.

FULCHER Cause you couldn’t really see your velicle kinda lunging forward as you stopped. 1s that
correct?

CORDERO Na, I did. Yes, sir.

FULCHER Ok. So, that would've, that would've probably took him by surprise that you stopping
50

CORDERD Correct.

FULCHER .....quick, and, and then jumping out. And you were probably mad because....
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CORDERO | wasn't mad, | was just upset.

FULCHER You was upset.

CORDERO Yeah, | don't want ta use the word mad, because I'm not that type of person.

FULCHER Ok. Um, yeah, 5o that's what you said,....

CORDERO Curious. I'm curious, Yeah,

FULCHER ...50 | got upset and | pot out of the car, | slammed the door.

CORDERD I did slam the door.

FULCHER Ok. S0....

CORDERO Um, that door, it, the car was tilted, it just went, when | hit it with my fingers, it just, it
slams.

FULCHER And whether you had your seatbelt on or not have your seatbelt on or ran a stop sign or

not run a stop sign, you did have a tag that was expired.
CORDERO Yes, sir, Yes | did. | admit to that.
FULCHER And you have already said that he could've pulled you over for.....
CORDERO I had no, | had tralfic infractions pending on me. And | respect him for pulling me over.
Um, like | said, yanno, | should have never gotten out the car.
FULCHER And you, and you seen the video uh, and, and, and I'm, and the only reason 'm doing
this, cause I'm doing an investigation.

CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER | want the thing, | want whatever's right to be right.
CORDERO The truth, exactly.
FULCHER Ok. I, 1, like | told you before. | don't know the officers. I'm not Triends with them. 've

never warked with them.

CORDERO | appreciate you, | really do.

FULCHER Dk? So, but, | want to be fair te both sides,

CORDERO | want to be fair.

FULCHER 0k. So | look at the video and when | look at the video it's not great. The video is not

great. You understand?
CORDERO {Laughs) Yes.
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FULCHER I mean, it's prebably from like, 40 yards away.
CORDERD Yes.
FULCHER You zoom in, things gel blurry. Yanno, you can see....
CORDERD Mega pixels start gatting lost, | know. (Laughs).
FULCHER Sg, there's, there’s some, a lot of stuff that | can’t see, but there is some stuff that | can.
CORDERO Exactly.
FULCHER One thing that | can see is that | can see the officer, Officer Black talking to you and he’s

probably, yanno, his car's here, he's standing out here beside his car, a little bit....

CORDERO We had a, we had quite a distance between us.

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERD Avery big distance,

FULCHER And I think that in one of your statements is you were cursing him out. When you got
oul.

CORDERO No. No | didn’t curse him out, He was cursing me oult,

FULCHER Ok,

CORDERO He was cursing me out,

FULCHER Ok. Well, this same recording right here, you, you admit that you were cursing.

CORDERO Oh, | admit that | called him a effing pussy when | was laying on the floor.

FULCHER 50, in, in that vid, even though that video’s not great, you can tell that you're standing at

the back of your car.
CORDERO Correct. Yeah
FULCHER And you're facing him.
CORDERO Yes.

FULCHER And you can see your hands like, like you talk maybe with your hands.
CORDERO Just talking, I'm, yeah,
FULCHER Sa you're facing him.

CORDEROD Yeah.
FULCHER Ok. 1 don't see any part on there where you have your hands on the trunk and you're

facing away. Ok? And I've locked at it over and aver and over. And I've had other people
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look at it. So 'm tryin to see this stuff, Because | want to put some credibility in
whatever his...,
CORDERO The hands an the trunk only lasted a couple of seconds, like | said, | kept turning back to

talk to him, so my hands would come off the trunk,

FULCHER Ok. So the video...
CORDERD Yeah, yeah.
FULCHER .what it shows is you’re facing him and you're talking....

CORDERO Correct.

FULCHER ....and then he comes, he cames towards you....

CORDERO Yas.

FULCHER ...and then at something happens, and you go to the ground and that where it all can
see.

CORDERO That's it. Yeah.

FULCHER But when he comes to you, comes towards you for the first time when this happens,

you're facing him.

CORDERO Na, | was, | was facing my vehicle and kinda facing him, but, facing more across the
street.

FULCHER The video, | mean, it doesn’t show a lot, but it does show that.

CORDERO | wasn't facing him in @ way where | was a threat. | believe that | was turning my body

around. | was, ny, my, my legs were facing the car, but stomach twist to talk ta him to

ask him why is he doing this to me,

FULCHER And what I'm saying....
CORDERD Yeah | basically turned a round. Yeah, yeah, yeah.
FULCHER it looks like you're talking to him....

CORDERO That's it, yeah, yeah.
FULCHER ..yau're nat running at him..
CORDERO Me, no, no.

FULCHER .0, 1, Tunderstand that,
CORDERO Yeah, yeah.
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FULCHER And | know that he put in his repart that you got out and charged him or something like
that.

CORDERO You know what happened here? This is what | believe. | believe that the officer was
intimidated by my actions. Um, because yanno, I'm a tall, yanno, | work out. 'm a, 'm a
big guy. Second, second of all, yanno, yanna, | just feit like he was intimidated from the
beginning. Had his tazer withdrawn at me and I'm standing by my car. Um, | notice he
lied on the police report. | mean, why aren’t we talking about, yanne, what he did to
me, because, that's, that's more important to me.

FULCHER Well, well, that's...

CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER I'm addressing al! sides of this,

CORDERD Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER Ok. Now, cause I'm doing a eriminal investigation. Ok? And part of my investigation is to
determine....

CORDERO Ok.

FULCHER ..did this officer do anything wrang? Did he lie on his report? Did he do this? That's why
| gotta talk to you.

CORDERD Ok. Yeah, yeah, yeah.

FULCHER Now, | gotta put, | gotta find some credibility in something.
CORDERG Correct,
FULCHER And that's why | talked to you, And that's why | asked you about these things. You know,

did you say this, did you say that? Because | know a lot of stuff that you said that you
maybe not know because uh...

CORDERO When you're angry...

FULCHER ..when you, when you, when you record people and they don’t know, officers also do
that as well. You understand what I'm saying?

CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER um....
CORDERO | mighta said a couple of things, but like | said, | don’t recall even cursing him out when |
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got out the car. | recall cursing him out after being handeuffed on the floor after they did
what they did to me. | called him a effing pussy. But that was anly because |, | felt like he
violated my civil rights.

ORR You said that you thought the officer may have felt intimidated.

CORDERO Yeah,

ORR When you got out of the car,

CORDERD Yeah.

ORR Do you think maybe your demeanar and your actions....

CORDERO No.

ORR ..might, might have caused him to perceive what inside you didn’t feel....

CORDERO No, no.

ORR Then why would he feel intimidated?

CORDERO Intimidated, intimidated, when | say intimidated, it's not the way you see it.

ORR | just o with what the....

CORDERO Yeah, intimidation.

ORR ....dictionary definition.

CORDERO Intimidation to me means that I'm standing still by my car, I'm just talking to you, ok, |
might be moving my hands a little hit. But intimidation from his perspective not from
mine. I'm speaking about the officer. Why did he have to withdraw a gun if I'm standing
by my car?

ORR Let me talk to you a little bit about...

CORDERO I'hat’s what made me believe he was intimidated.

QRR et me ask you a little bit about the traffic stops. Like ordinarily how do they happen?
I'm not a police officer.

CORDERO Ordinarily.

ORR But | know that if I'm (inaudible) and I've been stopped before....

CORDERO 1 kivow.

ORR wl don’'t get out of the car,

CORDERO Yes, ma‘am. | and 1, | admit to that. | shoulda stayed inside the car.
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ORR 50 that, from a palice officer's perspective might that already make this stop nat the
normal? Is that possible?

CORDERO well, can | tell you? Can |, can | explain something to you? Asa, as a United States
citizen, | do have, | do have the right to get out of my vehicle, cause | did loak it up. Um,
usually when a police officer stops you, you have to stay in it. But | remained by my car.
I, 1 wasn't violating any civ, um, any of his rights,

ORR I didn’t ask that question sir. | only asked you, does that maybe make it not the normal
teaffic stop for an officer?

CORDERO Um, | would say yes. Which | admitted that already.

ORR No, | know, and I, we were talking about perceptions. You had made the statement that
he may have felt intimidated. And | was only asking you to expand on that.

CORDERO Yes, ma‘am. And I'm sorry.

ORR That's k. It's add up, to add on that.

CORDERO Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

ORR Um, the fact that you stopped so quickly, and you got out so quickly um, and you do talk
with your hands...

CORDERO Yeah, | was wrong, but | wasn’t..

ORR ..uim, sometimes with me talking with my hands, people think that I'm angry or
whatever. 5o that coupled with he's trying to probably running your tag or trying to find
a place where it might be a safe spot to pull over.

CORDERD He's just doing his job,

ORR And then you surprise him cause you stop so quickly and then jump out.

CORDERO Yeah.

ORR Could that have added to ...

CORDERO Um, just to let you guys know, because we're being recorded, um, when | stopped right
away, it wasn’t in a threatful manner, | was more upset that | seen him following me
way beforehand. Um, but unfortunately my tag was expired like you said. | believe this
man was doin his job, | don’t believe that his intention was to hurt me, um, | believe

that | shoulda not got out the vehicle. | agree with you.
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ORR It might've helped if you....
CORDERO Yeah, yeah. And | believe that, yanno, | was pretty much like he said, officer, um, | was, |

was more upset about him following me with no lights on. Um, but my behavior um,

wasn't aggress, aggressive, | wasn't trying to attack the officer. | wasn't, | didn’t curse

him out.
ORR It wasn't yours [ understand that wasn't your intention.
CORDERO Yeah. | just made a mistake | shoulda stood in the car, And like | said, I'm, I'm a, all the

laws are like relevant to me, cause | dont, I've never studied criminal law and justice. 50
please forgive me, if | got out the car. But my intentions which is to stand by that car,
Yeah, yeah, yeah.
QORR And | understand that. But sometimes in even, in all of our relationships with people,
our intentions and how people perceive us can be totally not on the same page.
CORDERO Carrect. | know. | know ma‘am. | know,
ORR And so that's why when | say that I'm not saying you meant to show that to him...
CORDERO Yeah, yeah, yeah.

ORR ...but might your actions have shown something that you weren't feeling.

CORDERO It, it mipht've scared him, it might've intimidated him.

RUSSELL That's how he perceived it. Yeah.

CORDERQ He perceived it as an intimidation. And, and at the end of the day, | really just wanted to

get back in my car and go to Publix. (Laughs). Yanno? Do |, da Fadmit | was wrong far
stopping my car right away, yanno, and petting out? Um, yeah. But, yanno, the lies
against me that | charged him, with my fists closed, come on, come on now, come on
now, come on now. Seriously, seriously, That hurls me more than any of this. | mean,
was | wrong? Yes, But why did he also had to add and lie? Um, high stress of the incident
has nothing ta do with the lagic mind thing. If the logic mind remembers something, if
he remembers the incident as is, why can't he remember what happened when | got out
that driver's door? Yanno?

ORR And maybe it's similar to when you said when you were on the ground knowing exactly

how many time you‘re hit. Like when you're in the heat of something....
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CORDERD Correct, Yeah, yeah.

ORR ..t can affect perception.

CORDERO And what bothers me more about this is that | wish my vehicle was a little bit more like
a couple of feet so the camera could've caught all of this. Because | know there’s no
evidence as a video that saw what happened. | know the car was blocking cause | seen
the video myself. And that's kinda, that's a heartbreaker right there. Because what I'm
tellin you, you can’t determine through an officer, even if he's got as witness with him,
Yanno?

ORR But sometimes we're able to make determinations on what happens based on other
evidence,

CORDERO Yeah.

ORR | think uh, Detective Fulcher, may, this may be part of his um, interview of you just
admitted. But sometimes there's inde pendent witness,

CORDERO Correct.

ORR We can look at medical records like you talked about.
CORDERD Yes, ma'am.
ORR And sometimes those things either callaborate statements that people make, it makes

them more inconclusive....
CORDERQ Correct.
ORR ....of sometimes it doesn’t, it deesn’t coincide and it doesn't collaborate.
CORDERD Correct.
ORR S0, um, and just because there's not an injury, doesnt mean an incident didn't oceur.
CORDERO Exactly,
ORR But there isn’t any physical evidence to collaborate something that’s not an video.
CORDERO Yes, ma'am.
ORR So that's what we look to in those instances.
CORDEROD Correct,
ORR S0, Detective Fulcher may some maore guestions then.

CORDERO Yeah, yeah, yeah.
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FULCHER S0, so looking at the videa, the video clearly shows that there’s a traffic stop.

CORDERO Correct,

FULCHER It shows you standing behind your vehicle and you're talking like | said. And you're, and

you're facing him.

CORDERO Yes. I'm just turning around talking to him.

FULCHER The officer approaches...

CORDERO Yesh, yeah. Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER ..ind then it shows snmething and then everybody's out of view.

CORDERO | just took (inaudible), yeah, Everything’s out of view. That's what sucks.

FULCHER So the video itself shows that something happened, it just doesn’t show how it
happened....

CORDERO Exactly.

FULCHER ... because you can't see it clearly at all.

CORDERO | understand that.

FULCHER There's no way you can sit there and say this guy did this, or this guy did that, Yanno? (f

you said that you punched him in the face, and | watched the video...
CORDERO Whoa!

FULCHER .and | watched the videa and | can say | can’t see that. .

ORR He did not say that.

FULCHER He did not say that.

ORR No, he didn't say that.

CORDERO (Laughing).

ORR But he were saying if he did...

FULCHER If he did...

RUSSELL We wouldn’t know,

CORDERD | gotta 3 month old, please don't scare me,

FULCHER Well what I'm sayin is, if, if for....

CORDERO Nao, | don’t want to de the time for that.,

FULCHER for anexample....
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CORDERQ Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah,

FULCHER ..for example if he said that you hit him in the face while you're standing there, |
couldn't say that happened, cause | can't tell anything with that video...,

CORDERO You know it's, it's...

FULCHER .50 | go away, | go away from the video. Take the video out.

CORDERO I'll just be honest to you guys, um, yanno, whatever happened, whatever we spoke
about and whatever you told me what you saw, | agree to all afit. | agree what you see,
yanno.

FULCHER Let me, let me explain something to you. Ok? So...

CORDERD | shoulda never got out the car.

FULCHER If | take the videa out of it, now | got, now | got somebody saying | was punched multiple

times in the face....
CORDERO (Lauging).
FULCHER ..kicked in the head, kicked in the ribs....
CORDERO Yeah, yeah, yeah.

FULCHER ..Spiton.
CORDERO That's what I'm...
FULCHER So now, now what am [ gonna do now? | need to, | need to look, did we take pictures of

this person? Of you. And what injuries did he have?

CORDERO Correct, correct.

FULCHER Sa | look a1 evidence like that,

CORDERO Correct. Thank you,

FULCHER And I lock at pictures and | got several pictures of you that day that they took. And |
didn’t see any injuries, Ok? So now | want 1o get the medical records. Hey, did they do
testing on his, his head? His jaw or face or whatever?

CORDERD Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER So | look at the records. And | look at the records and the doctor says he observed no
injuries and he said that there, the medical records say there was a CT scan of your face

and yaur head and it was normal. No injuries.
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CORDERO {Laughs).
FULCHER Ok? So now | laok at that and I'm like, ok, Well | want to....
CORDERO No injuries.
FULCHER .0 talk to the doctor myself.
CORDERD Yeah, yeah, thank you.
FULCHER Because | want to do a thorough investigation,
CORDERO | appreciate you. Yeah, yeah.
FULCHER $o | went to Lake Wales and | interviewed the Doctor who saw you that day. | sat in his
office for awhile and talked to him.
CORDERD Yeah.
FULCHER And, and, and he gave me a, a statement uh, that whenever he saw you there was no
injuries that he saw in his medical opinion. And | talked to him about 2, a tooth. He said
you had a chipped tooth, but that was older and did not occur that day. Ok? Now, I'm
just telling you what the doctor told me.
CORDERO Yeah,
FULCHER And this is the stuff | gotta look at. Ok
CORDERO Yaah.
FULCHER | can say, you know what? He said this happened, this is absolutely the truth.
CORDERO Yeah,
FULCHER But 1, 1 can’t do that in cases. | can’t....

Let me, let me inform you guys, cause | don’t want any problems, 1 want to be henest to
you.

Yeah.

Um, 1 have a tooth in my mouth and um, it's a cavity, I've had for probably 3 months,
There's a huge hole in the middle. And there’s just tooth on the auter layer of iL. it's
ready to go. 5o when all this happened to me, when he gat me on the side of the face, |
could feel a piece of the tooth crack. | spit it aut in the grass. That's all that happened, |
never said he knocked out my tooth, There's a big difference between me claiming he

did that to me, this is, this, it's, and it's on the medical documents.
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FULCHER So he didn't knock out your tooth?

CORDERO No. He cracked it.

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERO Yeah. But basically to me, when you uh, spit out a tooth, that’s calied, knock out a tooth,
an, yanno, that's what people re, refer Lo it as. But | ne, | never really, I'm not claiming
that he knocked out my tooth.

FULCHER And [ know....

CORDERO lust a piece of it.

ORR You didn't have like a bloody maouth or anything?
CORDERO A little bit, | could taste the blood, but | can’t see. Remember, | got cuffs on.
ORR No, I meant, but like...

CORDERO No mirror.

ORR .. when you went to the hospital and stuff. Like...

CORDERO No, no, no. When that happened, | taste it. | taste the blood. But it was just a piece of
cracked tooth. Whal happened is maybe the tooth, when it cracked, the piece of the
gum that that tooth was on, when it fell out, it shed a little blood. But, no one’s claiming

that he popped my tooth out of my mouth ar anything like that. I'm just bein honest,

FULCHER Sn, some of the tooth still there? It's just chipped off?

CORDERD Um, | had a whole piece of toath, right here,

FULCHER Mhm (yes),

CORDERO The piece that he chipped off came oul and then later on | think maybe like 2-3 days

later, the rest fell out. It was, it was already comin, the tooth, it, it was loose already,

FULCHER Ok

CORDERO So I'm not accusing him of any of that,

FULCHER And, and when | talk about physical evidence, um, yanno, | look for everything. Yanno,
video....

CORDERO Yeah, yeah, yeah.
FULCHER ..l went out to the neighborhood. | talked to everybody in the neighbarhood there. Ok?

Uh, 1 talked ta uh, | got some names ah, that you gave uh, somebody that mighta saw
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what happened.

CORDERO Ok. Thank you.

FULCHER Family with the fence,

CORDERO Yes.

FULCHER | go aut and talk to them.

CORDERO Yes, green house?

FULCHER A 16 year old boy out there. And his family.

CORDERO | think he was, a young kid. Yeah, yeah, yeah.

FULCHER U, so | got that information from him.

CORDERO Correct.

FULCHER But he did not see uh, what you said happened. He didn't say it didn’t happen, he just
didn’t see it. Ok? I'm not saying that he saying it didn’t happen, he Just didn’t see it.

CORDERD He didn’t see the whole incident. Yeah, yeah, yeah,

FULCHER Yes. Ok? So, and my thing is, did you see anybody hit anybody or anything? No. | was in
the house, | looked out the window, then | came out....

CORDERD Well there’s a second kid that says that he sees Officer Warley hit me as I'm cuffed. Did

you interview him?

FULCHER Idon't know....
CORDERO It's the brother.
FULCHER ..who that is.

CORDERO 1t“s the brother.

FULCHER I talked to everybody at that house.

CORDERD Well, he has a little brother and we may have to include him into this.

ORR Da you know the little brother’s name?

CORDERD Ne. | just remember there was two of them. One of them said he seen Officer hit me.

FULCHER Well, there's no doubt that, Officer Black ub, elbowed, elbowed you in the ear, He says
that.

CORDERO Ok, Alright, Thank God he admits it. Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER He says that. And, and the reason why he, he, he puts that in his report.
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CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER Ok? And what it is, is and what you were talking but your hands are under yau. I mean,
if you fall down, your hands probably might be under you.

CORDERO Correct, yeah, yeah,

FULCHER But it's a goal of law enforcement to get the hands out. And sometimes it's difficult to
do.

CORDERO | understand.

FULCHER Maybe on the part of the person not wanting to or mayhe just cause they're laying on
him,

CORDERO Correct.

FULCHER Bul no matter what, they're trying to get their hands so they can secure them. Because
you never know what person somebody’s daing, Um, and during that time, he, uh, he
had ane of your arms. |s that correct? Officer Black?

CORDERD He had one of my arms during the time. But his knee was on my back and | couldn’t get
my other arm out of my waist line. They kept yelling he's got a gun.

FULCHER And he says that he did elbow you one time and it hit you in the ear when he tried ta

hit you a little bit lower than that...

CORDERD No, he hit me in the head.

FULCHER Whal...

CORDERO The First elbow was in the back of my head.
FULCHER 0k,

CORDERO It was back here,

FULCHER S0 it was more than ane you're saying?

CORDERO Yeah.

FULCHER And | see the pictures of when you, of, and your ear is read. Yanno? This picture right
here,

CORDERO Yeah.

FULCHER Wihich suggest that you ...

CORDERO My face is swallen,
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FULCHER ....probably got hit in the ear.

CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER Right?

CORDERO Yeah.

FULCHER Um, this is the picture of you that day. | den’t see anything that would suggest that
somebaody got punched in the face....

CORDERO There's so much flash on thase uh, jail images. Good luck. It's ponna, it's gonna contract
all that.

FULCHER lunderstand

CORDERO Yeah, yeah

FULCHER I'm just tellin you what I'm laoking at, cause....

CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER .lwasn't there that day to see you, So | have to look at this stuff.

CORDERO Many times when someone hits you um, you, you don’t see a bruise til the following
day.

FULCHER Well, I've been, I've been....

CORDERD Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER ....doing this job for over 20 years, and I've seen people get hit in the face once, I've seen
tham get hit in the face 50 times on a murder. And typically in my experience, you're
gonna see something,

CORDERD I play baseball, I've got hit with a ball in my face and | didn’t even see a bruise.

FULCHER Ok. Well, the only, what I'm, what I'm jusl explaining to you is that, I'm just lookin at
this. tean’t, 1 wasn’t there, | didn’t watchit. I I'd a watched it, then I'd, | could make a
better decision.

CORDERD At, at the ond of the day, at the end of the day, and | know this, | want you guys to
understand something about me. I'm not here to prosecute nobody. That's your job. I'm
here to tell you the truth. | believe that I've given you guys all the information that |
have. | believe that | didn't lie, | believe | told you exactly what happened. | also helieve
that the vehicle blocked most of the situation. So to determine who got hit and where
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and what. It happened so fast, I'm not disagreeing with you guys and I'm not disagreeing
with myself. But | am saying that something did happen to me. | was injured during a
traffic stop and um, most likely | was responsible. | shoulda stood in my car. Um, at the
end of the day, | don’t want la prosecute nobody. He was doin his job. Yanno? This, this
is just something um, I'm just bein a fair persan, yanno? | want Lo forgive them for what
they did to me. Whether they were wrong or maybe, maybe they're not wrong, mayhe
they were doing they're job. But | want to forgive the police department and, and move
forward with my life beyond this moment. Um, because | feel like this is all a mistake
that snowballed out of control. Um, | have no reason to lie and invent. Because at this
point, | understand that | also should've remained in that car. Which caused him to
hecome concerned about me which cause him to be intimidated, like | told you from the
very beginning of the recording. | believe that if | was a police officer | also would have
took the same procedure he took. But at the end of the day, um, | was injured, um,
officers are not coming forward about it.

ORR What do you mean they’re not coming forward?

CORDERO Well, as | read the police repart, it anly says he struck me one time on, on my head with
a elbow.

ORR But he also says that he did take you to the ground,

CORDERO Ok,

ORR 50, | mean....

CORDERD Yeah, yeah. 50 [ want them to be honest too. Yanno? Imade a mistake, they made a
mistake. And at the end of the day, yanno, | just want to put it behind us.

ORR So the parl about the reports that you don't think that were accurate about the
altercation on the ground was that he only says he struck you one time....

CORDERO Yeah there's way more to that.

ORR dn the head?

CORDERO | felt a lot of, a lot of hits to, to my head. Before and after cuffed. You understand? And
what, what, what, what bothers me aboul this is like my car was there. You can’t really
see all this.

Page 35 of 45
Report Officer Printed At
4319 /FULCHER, ERNEST 03/25/2021 11:40 Page 185 of 197



21-7464

POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Date

03/18/2021

Supplement No
ORIG

Dascription

Scan036.jpg

Statement of
Christopher Cordero Pt. 3

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information

ORR Well, they, | mean, correct,

CORDERD It's their ward versus mine. And who's to determine whether they're right or I'm right?
vou understand? | mean, it's a, it's a hard, it's a hard situation. 50, I'm ta the point
where I'm like, hey guys | don’t want any problems, | just told you the truth. | was wrong
for getting outta my car. Yanno? And | was, yanno, unfortunately | got a little hurt during
the process, but maybe if | woulda sat in my car, | woulda never received these elbows
{0 the head. Cause it traumatized me too. Yanno? When | take a shower, | get dizzy.
When I'm cutting grass, | helped a friend cut grass the other day, | got dizzy. You
understand? | don't know if | got medical problems now because of this. But | don't
blame him, it was, he was doin his job.

ORR Have you received (inaudible) that night at the hospital, that we already talked about,
did you go get any other ...

CORDERO Yeah, | got documents saying that | received a contusion and a cracked tooth.

ORR No, I'm saying, have you gone ta any, are there any other medical treatment that you've
received ...

CORDERO | would like to...

ORR ...about this incident....

CORDERO ...yeal, | would like ta, but City Hall told me until the investigation is over with that they
can't supply me with any type of insurance to, | would like to go see a neurologist. Cause
my head, my head, | have problems with, with, | get dizzy and | forget stulf. So.

ORR But when you talk about medical records, at this point....

CORDERD No, there’s only from that incident when they took me.

ORR .they're only from that incident night. At that.

CORDERQ Yeah, yeah, yeah.

ORR | just wanted to make sure there weren'L...

CORDERD teah, and I'm just tryin to clarify what you just be upfront about all of this.

ORR Yeah. | just want to make sure there weren’t other records that we were unaware of.

CORDERQ I'm not tryin hide and play around, beat around the bush. I'm tellin you guys, | was
wrong, he was wrong, | believe he was wrong as well.

Page 36 of 45
Report Officer Printad At
4319/FULCHER, ERNEST 03/25/2021 11:40 Page 186 of 1897




2 1 “7464 g’;’ll;gent No

POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Date
03/18/2021
Daseription

Scan037.3pg

15:39 |4319

Statement of
Christopher Cordero Pt. 3

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information
FULCHER So, all together, it was a stressful incident?

CORDERO It was just a stressful incident.

FULCHER From both parties probably?

CORDERO Atraffic stop gane, um, outta control and uh, yanno, people were scared, They were

intimidated uh, he was intimidated because when | staod by my vehicle he already had
his pun out, 56, | could understand why he did that though, Yanno? | should a remained

in the car. It's the law,

RUSSELL His gun or his tazer?

CORDERO Tazer, tazer.

RUSSECLL Ok.

CORDERO But tazer is, is, is in the form of a gun.

RUSSELL 0Ok, | just want to make sure....

CORDERO Sorry.

RUSSELL wthat...

FULCHER So whatever, just to clarify this...

CORDERO Yeah, his electrical gun.

FULCHER Whenever you got of your car, he was still in his car?

CORDERO (Laughing) Sorry, | got all, | said electrical gun. Ok, so....

FULCHER When you first got out of your car, he was still in his car? So you got out before he got
out?
CORDERD You know what? The incident happened so fast, | could just picture him near his vehicle.

And I'm by my car and moving my hands, we're talking, | take about 2-3 steps forward,
not even 2-3 feet. I'm just, we're just communicating, he's trying to verify if | have an 1D,
I told him | didn’t have one. He became upset and told me get back in the car. So when |
went to go open that door, I'm thinkin man, | get to sit down and just explain to him and
g0 home after this. But um, the part of the incident that I'm most curious about, is that |
feel like my rights were violated.

FULCHER Ok,

CORDERO Can 1 explain? Can 1?7
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FULCHER Yeah,

CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

ORR Sure.

CORDERD So uh, you know, I'll be wrong to sit here and lie to you and tell you none of this uh,

yanno, cause people do that, people do that. Cause they want 1o convict officers and get
back at them. | don’t want any revenge. Um, | leave that to God. But what 1 would like to
specify is when | got out of the car, | was completely wrang for doing it, but | did not
charge him. That’s number one. Number two, if you ask me to go back in my car and you
see me open the doar and I'm, I'm about to go sit down inside, just, what would make
you want to have me come further out of that car, put my hands on the trunk? Thisis a
traffic stop. 50 1 just feel, | just, I'm just trying to clarify this, for the record, for the
record, that my rights were being violated at that moment. And | believe that this
wauld've never occurred if the officer would've deescalated the situation by verbally
communicating with me and allowing me to sit in my car because | have nat yet cammit
a crime. I'm net under investigation. This is a simple traffic stop, so | notice at that
maoment after all of this happened to me, | noticed my rights were violated. I'm not
complaining about the issue and the incident and, and the pounding over the head.
Whatever happened, happened. 8But at the same time my rights were baing violated.

ORR In a traffic stop is an investigatory stop and law enfarcement is at that point conducting
an investigation. Evenin a ragular traffic stop. And they have the right to detain a driver
during a traffic slop.

CORDLRO Ok, But what was | doing?

ORR They have the right to instruct you to stay ina vehicle....

CORDERO Yeah,

ORR ..they have the right 1o instruct you should they feel necessary, 1o exit your vehicle,

CORDERO Ok,

ORR And | puess,...

CORDERO Ok,

QRR ...he changed his mind. | don't know.
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CORDERO So, yeah, yeah, yeah, So, let me ask you a question.
ORR He might've thaught it was best for you Lo getin, he may have changed his mind and
thought it was hest.
FULCHER Just so, just so you know I've been, | spent about 10 years on patrol. And there's been

many times that I've stopped people in the past, and |, and | changed my mind on things
because | feel a certain way or | think maybe, maybe I'll just talk to em back here. Hey
get back in your car, oh, wait, wait, just come back here. This is a split ...

CORDERO My behavior, my behavior made him.

FULCHER ...split secand, split second decisions....

CORDERO | get what you're saying. Yeah, yeah,

FULCHER There’s no rule book that you have out there on Lhe scene,

CORDERO Yeah, yeah.

FULCHER Yanno?

CORDERO As an experienced officer, what you're telling me is, according to my behavior and I, |

wasn’t irate, | wasn’t angry, | was just curious to figure out why he was following me,
with no police lights.

RUSSELL And you were upset.

CORDERQ And | was upset, But according to my behavior, it allowed him to further take me back
to that vehicle,

ORR No, an investigatory stop allows him to make you remain in your vehicle or instruct you

to gel out. He can change his mind. 5o if at one point.....

CORDERD Ok. So he's aliowed to change his mind?

ORR ...get into the car. Yeah, yanno

RUSSELL Cause he had a valid reason.

ORR He had a valid for the stop.

CORDERO Well guess what, guess what?

ORR He might've said get in the car, but then he's like, that's not what was as Detective

Fulcher explained as an officer, he might've thought, alright, wait a second. | don't feel

right about that, That may not be what's best for him.
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Well if you're telling me it's the law, | ain’t gonna sit here and fight against that. I'm ok
with that. If he changed his mind.

Na, what I'm, what I'm telling you about the law....

Maybe | was wrong.

...there’s not a law about changing of minds. That's just....

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah,

...more of a practical thing. But the law is, during a traffic stop, is it it is stop and they
are conducting an investigation....

Na, that's, that's understandable.

No, no, but with that comes the ability to control the situation and instruct you to do
certain things.

So he can further control it? Ok. | get what you're saying.

Because he had a valid reason o stop you....

Correct.

....the traffic infractions, that's what..,

It gives him the authority to investigate after.

...gives him the right. Correct, correct.

Ok. And | didn’t, yanno, I'm not aware about the laws. I'm sorry. Please forgive me.
That's ok.

Na, and that's ok,

But if, | knew if the gentleman, | mean, if he wanted to further do thal to me, it's ok with
me. But at the end of the day, uh, | was wishing and hoping he would just let me sit
there and talk to me. That's all. That's all. |, | have nothing more to say.

And I'm sure when he started the traffic stop, he would've wished and hoped you
waould’ve just stayed in the car.

| know. He told me that on the way to the, we, we, we were getting along towards the,
um, towards the end of the trip. And he told me thal. He said, man, | asked him, | said
next lime you see me, are we gonna get along? Can you just, yanno, give me a break?

He said, I'll get, Ill, I'll work with you. He was real nice to me. Um, at the end of the day,
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yanno, it makes me want to cry because this guy swinging on you is old, and | felt like |
cost his career because of an accident. This is all a mistake. You under, you understand?
Like, I feel bad for him. When | found out someone did that to him in the orange groves,
yanno like, it hurt me mare than it hurt him, When they 1old me that he resigned, |
cried. Because, this is just something, yanna, this is just something, | guess like he said,
yanno? He had the right to do whatever he was doin, he was investigating me. But um,
my tears ain't a sign of guilt, | actually have itin my heart to, to understand as a human
being. | know you guy's interview people every day. But | come to the conclusion and
realized that maybe | made a mistake. | shoulda complied more with him. 1 shoulda sat
in the chair, | should‘ve, | should’ve listened more, | shouldve yanno, expressed mysell
more kindly. Umn, | wasn’t cursing, | only cursed at him when, yanno, | fell {, | was being
violated, | was hurt, | was injured, | felt pain during that moment. S0, yanno, um, upon
laying there in my cuffs | did state, call him a PUS, but that was wrong of me, you know?
At the end of the day, | didn't mean to cause na one their job. And at the end of the day,
in my heart, | was just really wishing he would let me go. | could sit back in that car, go
to Publix and go home, that's it. This is all a mistake. 'm not trying to make up a lie
about it, And whatever punches and elbows and all this stuff to the head that | received,
it could’ve been them restraining me where their hands and their body. Yanno? Cause
you can make contact with the victim easily if he's laying there on the floar, um,
anything can feel like a punch.

ORR Mhim (yes)

CORDERO You know? You pull someone’s arm behind em, the other guy's tryin ta put his hand on
your shoulder to hold you down, he might just slip off of that shoulder, hit you here,
Anything can happen. But what happened to me was so fast that | could barely rec,
recallect myself. Cause I'm traumatized, Um, unfartunately you know, I learned iy
lesson, Sit your car next time, You know? And I'm not here to fight the officer, I'm not
here 1o, 1o prosecute him. To go to the deep, deepest extent and say, he beat me up
real bad. Cause they didn't beat me up that bad. Well, | believe what they were doing

was to restrain me so they can get my arm because they believe | could hear them
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yelling, he's got a gun. And believe me, if | was a officer and | believed that someone had
a gun, | would da anything it took, anything, in arder to get those arms behind the guy.
And 1 believe that's what they did.
RUSSELL So do you think, because.....
CORDERO | believe my injuries....
RUSSELL ..you're saying they're behind you. So da you think that when you, when you initially
said, it was a punch or it was an elbow, now we do know there was one elhaw....
CORDEROD I'm laying on my stomach, you gotta remember, | can't really see.
RUSSELL _.so he does admit to one elbow. But the other things that you say you thought were
punches or elbows, could they have been, cause there's two....
CORDERO They could've heen slides.
RUSSELL ....there’s two grown men on top of you....
CORDERO They could've been slides, Yeah there's two grown men.
RUSSELL .. Arying to wrestle you to get your arms. Could it have been a shoulder, could it have
been....
CORDERO Yeah because, the kick...
RUSSELL _.cauld it have been their equipment on their belt.
CORDERQ It could have been anything.
RUSSELL Or could it have been samething....
CORDERD Yeah.
RUSSELL ...and not he punches....

Cause | did notice when Warley, when | said he kicked me, it wasn't really like a hard
kick, maybe he was trying to put his foot an me and restrain me. I'm not accusing them
of beating me up. I'm just saying, |, | had the right exactly what happened on that
report. And | did specify at one point, that yanno, it was a very light, just put his footon
e, Whether he was doin it intentionally, treating me, at that moment | felt like, yanno,
I, 1 can't tell you that they beat the crap out of me. | believe, | helieve that they were
doing their job and they were doing anything they could do to, to get my hands behind

my back,
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FULCHER Ok,
CORDERO Yeah, yeah.
FULCHER So, and, and you talked ahout yanno, he's going for his gun or waistband, or....
CORDERO Yeah, they were scared, Lhey thought | had a gun.
FULCHER .yanno, just to, just to glve you a little insight on that. | worked a case recently.
CORDERO {Inaudible, laughs).
FULCHER Where they asked a guy to get out of the car, he stepped out of the car and immediately
pulled a pun and started shooting at the officers.
CORDERO See? That's, yeah, That's.
FULCHER And so, that's the kind of stuff that, that these, that the officers....
CORDERO Perception.
FULCHER ....have to deal with so have to be on guard.
CORDERQ Na, | understand that,
FULCHER S0, um, and is there anythinp else that, y'all have anything?
ORR I don’t have anything.
CORDERO Yeah, | just, I'm, I'm sorry we're sittin hare doin all this, wasting taxpayer dollars.
RUSSELL 1U"s out, it’s our job. | mean,
ORR No, it’s our job. When people make allegations, we want to fully investigate them. [t's
not....
CORDERO My allegations....
ORR

....it’s not a waste of our time and | hope it was nat a waste of your time,

And please forgive me if | said anything out the ordinary.

You didn't.

Uh, you do have to remember, um, I'm laying on my stomach with one check to the
grass, spread flat out like a pancake. |, my visions not that good at that moment. | just
recelved an elbow to the head. So anything they're doing to me could feel like a punch
or kick. | could be wrong, | could be right. But at the end of the day, I'm not here to
prosecute anybody or start any trouble. I'm just here to talk the truth,

And we didn't call you down because we thought you were to cause any trouble ...

Page 43 of 45

Repaort Officer

Printed Al

4319/FULCHER, ERNEST 03/25/2021 11:40 Page 193 of

197




21-7464 gﬂgmm
POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Data

03/18/2021 15:39 | 4319
Dascription
Scan044.jpg
Statement of
Christopher Cordero Pt. 3

CASE NUMBER 2021-007464 Information

CORDERD Yeah, yeah, yeah.

ORR __Detective Fulcher was instructed to do a thorough investigation. And that's why we
had to have you come down.

CORDERO | even, just so you know, | had an attorney, her name’s Sarah Jones with the Lake Wales,
um, she's from Lake Wales. And she was kinda upsetting me. Cause | told her something
and she didn't agree with me. But | kinda told her, | was like, yanno, the only time |
heard from you is when you called me 1o see if they settled with me. She was
interested in me suing and getting a settlement. Yanno what | told her? | don't want the
money.

ORR It's not about that,

CORDERD it's not about right now, it’s about, it's about me beating this charge.

ORR Right.

FULCHER | think that uh....

CORDERD Second of all, | fired her. Because this, | dan't want nothing from you guys, What | really
want is that officer to have peace in his life and | befieve this was an accident.

FULCHER | believe, yanno, Lake Wales is getting body cameras now.

CORDERO Yeah.

FULCHER You know, those...

CORDERO I'm nat in it to sue no one.

FULCHER _those will make it a little bit more clear about what happened. You know?
CORDERD And that, that would’ve been the ideal um, situation if we had those cameras, But, we

can't get mad. | mean, you know how expensive it is 1o maintain those things ona

iCloud per year? it's like $15 to $20 thousand. 50 I'm pretty aware about that.

ORR No, it's way more than that!

CORDERO Way more than that, Just the iCloud itself. Per camera,

ORR 0Oh, oh the iCloud, not.

CORDERO Not, the camera, just to stare.

FULCHER 5o, is ah, is everything you told today the truth to the best of your knowledge?

CORDERO Yeah,
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FULCHER (Inaudible, Cardera talking over)

CORDBERD May, may, may, may | read.....

ORR That's not a, that's not a trick question. 5o you know.

FULCHER From what you remember.

CORDERO | just want to rephrase, | just want to rephrase. | just want to rephrase. Ok? Whatever
might’ve been a punch or kick, could've baen them doing their job, it coulda felt like it,
like | said, my face was facing the grass like this, | was spread out like a pancake. I'm not
accusing anybody of nothing. | would like to leave today and go enjoy the rest of my life.
And um, vanno, |, I'm not here to lie and make up fibs.

FULCHER Ok.

CORDERO I'mjus, I'm, I'm glad we all getting along in here, Thank you.

FULCHER This gonna conclude this interview. Uh, the time now is 10:16 AM

TRANSCRIBED:

March 16, 2021
Lisa Tomberiin, BCI
4 Hours and 25 Minutes
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MEDIATION 8 COUNSELING CONSULTANTS, INC,
FLORIA SUPREME Coury CRETIFIED CIRCET CiviL, FAMILY ARD DEPENDENCY Law MEDIATOR
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PARESTING COORDINATOR - WAL I XVESTIGATOR
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Winriee Havey, FLorioa 33880 KATIYaMCCMEATION. COM

March 18, 2021

Detective Fulcher
Polk County Sherilt Department
Via: efuleheri@polksheriif.org

RE: DAVID COLT BLACK - DORB: 4-8-1997
Dear Deteetive Fulcher:

Olficer David Colt Black has been seen in my office on March 2, 2021 and March 16, 2021, for

follow=up treatment after he received his initial treatment sessions with Brad Beatty. 1.CSW.

Officer Black presented for follow-up having had irst seen Mr. Beatty for symptoms related 1o
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) (309.81) due to work related events that have exposed
him to actual or threatened death and/or serious injury,  The work-related event which injured
Officer Black oceurred on April 16, 2018, after he was attacked by eivilian, His injuries
included but were not limited (o o concussion. bruises and multiple lacerations aver his entire
body, a bite mark on his wrist and a bite mark on his right leg. His injuries were severe enough
to cause an overnight in hospital, He returned w work approximately one month later.

Aler sustaining these injuries. Officer Black reported he suffered from Post Traumatic Stress
svinptoms including but not limited to a change of appetite. an inability 1o sleep through the
night. withdrawing [rom others, depressed mood. muod swings. nightmares, Mashbacks, and
decline in his family and work relationships.

On February 5. 2020, he was involved in trallie stop that resulted in the civilian driver exiting his
vehicle and approaching the putrol ear, Officer Black reports he pereeived the driver charging
wward him and pulled his taser from its holster. The tser was never discharged. The civilian
driver was agaressively resisting arest and Ofeer Black struck him one time with his elhaw to
maintain complinnce after his partner stated he suw the driver reaching Tor his waistband.

Oficer Black reports he and his partner were then able w handeufT the driver.

In his arrest report, Officer Bluck stated that the distnce he perceived between him and the
approaching driver ol the vehicle 10 be approximately 5 leet. When be later watched the video of
this arrest. the actual distance was between 15 and 20 feet. Upon realizing the errar in his
perception, Officer Black made the decision to seek professional weatment for his previous
traumatic injurics.
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I'he brains number one function is our survival, When you see. hear, touch, or taste something.,
that sensory information [irst heads o the thalamus. which acts as your brain's relay station, The
thalamus then relays that information Lo the neocortes (the “thinking brain™). From there, it is
sent o the amygdala (the “emotional brain™-und the interpreter of threar) which produees the
appropriate emaotional responsc.

IHowever, when faced with a threatening situation. the thalamus sends sensory information w
both the amygdala and the neocortex. 11 the amygdala senses danger. it makes a split-second
decision 1o initiate the fight-or-Night response hefire the neocortes has time Lo overrule it

I'his cascade of evenis triggers the release of stress hormanes, including the

hormones epinephrine (also known as adrenaline) and cortisol. These hormaones prepare you
body to flee or Might by increasing vour heart rate, elevating your blood pressure, and boosting
your enerpy levels, among other things.

Peaple with post-traumatic stress disovder (P1512), for example. show greater amypdala
aetivation and theretore, increased emotional respending including fear and anxiety responses.
LEven without a diagnosis of PTSD or anxiety disorder, chronic stress can lead 10 an overactive
fear and anxiety cireuit in your brain. which also reduces the funetioning of other arcas of the
brain that help with inhibition of fear, such as the hippocampus and medial prefrontal cortex.

I @ recent preliminary swidy, David Shueard and Janet L, Shueard, “Electrophysiological and
Neuroimaging Studies of Cognitive Contral: Introduction to Special Issue,™ futermaional Jowraul of
Pyychophysiology 87 (2013): 215216, htps//dx.doi.org/10.1016/1ijpsyeho.20 1303009, the measures of
bram Tunction were used to determine the effeets of PTSD on police decision making, They
recorded electroencephalography (ELG) while police officers were presented with a decision-
making situation. Then compared the decision-making abilitics of those officers having higher
levels of IS with those that have low ar no PFTSD levels. Results suggested that officers who
have higher levels of PTSD had greater brain activation in areas reluted to rapid decision making.
This greater brain activation often resulted in disruptions in rapid decision making by an officer
wha has PTSD, affecting the brain system due to heightened aronsal 1o threats, inability to screen
out interfering information, or the inability to keep attention,

I'he altered pereeption Officer Bluck experienced during this traltic stop in Febroary 2021,
where he was aggressively approached by the driver ol the stopped vehicle, was in direct
response 1o his brain's hyper-aetivated state. This by per-activated stae was his brain’s direct
response 1o the previous life-threatening incident in 2018 and wus not in any way an act of’
negligencee on his part.

Sineerely.

Katliy Macclione £ eqyett
<t ually signedd

Kathy Macchione Leggett, LMIC

Report Officer
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