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Lake Wales Public Library
Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials Policy

The Lake Wales Public Library subscribes to the American Library Association’s Library
Bill of Rights, which states in part, that “Books and other library resources shall be
provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all people of the community
the library serves. Materials shall not be excluded because of the origin, background, or
views of those contributing to their creation.”

The Library Bill of Rights continues by saying that “Libraries should provide materials and
information presenting all points of view on current and historical issues. Materials should
not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.” It is the Lake
Wales Public Library’s responsibility to provide resources on many subjects, from multiple
viewpoints, appealing to the public’s diverse interests and tastes.

If a library patron wishes the Lake Wales Public Library to reconsider the purchase of a
particular item:

e The patron must complete and sign the Request for Reconsideration of
Library Materials form.

e When the Library Director receives the form they will present the request to
the Lake Wales Library Board at their next regularly scheduled meeting.

e The Library Board will appoint a committee to review the item(s) listed on the
Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials form. The review
committee should include at least one professional librarian from the Lake
Wales Public Library’s staff, the Library Director and at least two Library
Board members.

e The committee will examine the item in its entirety, taking into consideration
the original reason for purchase, and evaluate the item in light of the
Library’s selection policy, the Library Bill of Rights, and the item’s critical
reception.

e After the item has been thoroughly and objectively reviewed, taking into
consideration the complainant’s objections, the committee will respond in
writing.

e |f the complainant wishes to appeal the decision of the committee they may
do so to the Lake Wales Library Board at their next regularly scheduled
meeting after the decision has been rendered. The appeal must be
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submitted in writing, no less than 48 hours prior to the Lake Wales Library
Board meeting. The complainant will be given the opportunity to state his or
her case to the full Library Board, who will take the information and opinion
under advice.

e The Library Board Chairman will then appoint an ad hoc committee of three
Library Board members and the Library Director to examine the item in
question. The ad hoc committee will review the item and make a
recommendation to the full Library Board at the next regularly scheduled
meeting.

e The decision of the Library Board is final.
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Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials
Lake Wales Public Library
290 Cypress Garden Lane ~ Lake Wales, Florida 33853
library@lakewalesfl. gov

If you have found materials or library resources about which you have concerns, please
complete this form. Your concerns will begin to be addressed by the Lake Wales Library
Board at their next regularly scheduled meeting.

Date:

Title

Type of Material (Book, Audio Book,
Magazine, Film, Database, etc.)

Author/Producer/Publisher

Call Number/Date/Edition

Title

Author/Producer

Please describe your concerns regarding this material. To what do you object?
Please be specific.
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Have you read, viewed or examined the entire resource?
What specific pages/sections/information illustrates your concerns?

Are you aware of the judgement of this material by literary critics, film critics
or other resources?

What do you believe is the theme or purpose of this material?

Is there anything redeeming or good in this material?

Name of
Complainant

Address

City/State/Zip Code

Phone

Do you represent
yourself?
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Do you represent
an organization?
What is the name
of the organization

Signature of Complainant
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